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Telephone Regulations 

Article 1 

Purpose of the Telephone Regulations 

1 1.(1) The Telephone Regulations lay down the general principles 
to be observed in the international telephone service. 

(2) In implementing the principles of the Regulations, Ad­
ministrations*) should comply with the C.C.I.T.T. Recommendations, in­
cluding any Instructions forming part of those Recommendations, on any 
matters not covered by the Regulations. 

2 2. These Regulations shall apply regardless of the means of 
transmission used, so far as the Radio Regulations and the Additional 
Radio Regulations do not provide otherwise. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 
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Article 2 

Definitions 

International route 

An international route comprises the circuits to be used for telecom­
munication traffic between two international terminal exchanges or offices. 

Accounting rate 

The accounting rate is the rate agreed between Administrations*) in a 
given relation which is used for the establishment of international accounts. 

Collection charge 

The collection charge is the charge established and collected by Ad­
ministrations*) from its customers for the use of the international telecom­
munication service. 

Instructions 

Instructions consist of a Recommendation (or a group of Recommen­
dations) prepared by the C.C.I.T.T. and dealing with practical procedure for 
operation and rate-fixing, which may be published in the form of a separate 
manual and made available to Administrations and recognized private 
operating agencies for use by their operational services. 

Article 3 

International system 

3 1. All Administrations*) shall promote the provision of 
telephone service on a world-wide scale and shall endeavour to extend the 
international service to their national network. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 
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4 2. Administrations*) shall designate the exchanges in the 
territory they serve which are to be regarded as international exchanges. 

5 3. The circuits and installations provided for the international 
telephone service shall be sufficient to meet all requirements of the service. 

6 4. Administrations*) shall cooperate in the establishment, 
operation and maintenance of the circuits and installations used for the in­
ternational telephone service to ensure the best possible quality of service. 

7 5. The Administrations*) shall determine by mutual agreement 
which routes are to be used.1) 

Article 4 

Services offered to users 

8 1. Administrations*) shall determine by mutual agreement the 
classes of calls, special facilities and special transmissions using telephone 
circuits to be admitted in their reciprocal international telephone relations 
observing the provisions of Articles 39 and 40 of the Convention (Mon­
treux, 1965). To this end, the Administrations may conclude bilateral or 
regional agreements with a view to improving services available to users. 

9 2. Administrations*) shall determine by mutual agreement the 
conditions under which they place international telephone-type circuits at 
the exclusive disposal of users for an appropriate charge in those relations 
where telephone-type circuits remain available after the needs of the public 
telecommunication services have been satisfied. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 

') Pending mutual agreement, see Recommendation No. 2 concerning the treatment of 
outgoing traffic. 
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Article 5 

Operating methods 

10 Administrations*) shall agree among themselves upon the 
operating methods best suited to the needs of the international relations 
which concern them, taking account of the conditions and the possibilities of 
operation. 

11 1. 
transit rates. 

12 2. 

Article 6 

Accounting rates 

Accounting rates shall be made up of terminal rates and any 

Administrations*) shall fix their terminal and transit rates. 

13 3. However, Administrations*) may by agreement fix the 
overall accounting rate applicable in a given relation and may divide that 
rate into terminal shares payable to the Administrations*) of terminal coun­
tries, and where appropriate, into transit shares payable to the Ad­
ministrations*) of transit countries. 

14 4. If no agreement as mentioned in 13 is reached, the overall 
accounting rate shall be determined in accordance with 11 and 12 above. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 
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15 5. When an Administration*) has acquired the right to utilize, 
by lease or by other arrangement, a part of the circuits and/or installations 
of another Administration*), the former shall fix the rate as mentioned in 11 
and 12 above for this part of the relation. Similarly, under the provisions of 
13 above, the share of the overall accounting rate for this part shall accrue 
to the Administration*) which has acquired the right to utilize the circuits 
and/or installations of another Administration*). The same provisions apply 
when several Administrations*) have jointly acquired the right to utilize a 
part of the circuits and/or installations of another Administration*). 

Article 7 

Collection charges 

16 1. Each Administration*) shall, subject to the applicable 
national law, fix the charges to be collected from its customers. In so doing, 
Administrations*) should make every effort to avoid too large a dissym­
metry between the charges applicable in each direction of the same relation. 

17 2. The charge to the customer for a call should in principle be 
the same, in a given relation, regardless of the route used. 

Article 8 

Accounting1) 

18 1. Unless otherwise agreed, the Administration*) responsible for 
collecting the charges shall establish a monthly account showing all the 
amounts due and send it to the Administrations*) concerned. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies 

') See also Appendix 1. 
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19 2. The accounts shall be sent as promptly as possible but in any 
case before the end of the third month following that to which they relate. 

20 3. In principle an account shall be considered as accepted 
without the need for specific notification of acceptance to the Ad­
ministration*) which sent it. 

21 4. However, any Administration*) shall have the right to ques­
tion the contents of an account for a period of two months after the receipt 
of the account but only to the extent necessary to bring the differences 
within mutually agreed limits. 

22 5. The payment of the balance due on an account shall not be 
delayed pending settlement of any query on that account. Adjustments 
which are later agreed shall be included in a subsequent account. 

23 6. In relations where specific agreements do not exist, a quarter­
ly settlement statement showing the balances from the monthly accounts for 
the period to which it relates shall be prepared as quickly as possible by the 
creditor Administration*) and be sent in duplicate to the debtor Ad­
ministration*) which, after verification, shall return one of the copies en­
dorsed with its acceptance. 

24 7. Payments shall be effected as promptly as possible but in no 
case later than six weeks after the day on which the quarterly settlement 
statement is received by the debtor Administration*). Beyond this period, 
the creditor Administration*) shall have the right to charge interest at the 
rate of 6% per annum, reckoned from the day following the date of expira­
tion of the said period. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 
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FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 9 

Completion of the Regulations 

25 1. These Regulations may in pursuance of Resolution No. 

37 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Montreux, 1965), be completed by a 
further Appendix, which shall form an integral part of these Regulations, 
containing: 

— such provisions, if any, as the 1974 Maritime World Ad­
ministrative Radio Conference may deem necessary to incor­
porate in these Regulations; 

— such provisions of the Radio Regulations and Additional 
Radio Regulations (1971 Revision) as the said Conference 
may see fit to transfer; 

— any amendment to these provisions or any new provisions of 
the Radio Regulations or of the Additional Radio Regulations 
adopted by the 1974 Maritime World Administrative Radio 
Conference. 

26 2. However, no provision so transferred by the Maritime World 
Administrative Radio Conference and embodied in the Appendix referred to 
in 25 shall in any way be construed to amend or alter any provision con­
tained in these Regulations and, in the event of any conflict, these 
Regulations shall overrule such provision. 
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Article 10 

Appendices 

27 The Telephone Regulations are completed by Appendices 1 
and 2, which form an integral part of these Regulations. 

Article 11 

Entry into force of the Regulations 

28 1. These Regulations shall enter into force on 1 September 
1974, with the exception of the Appendix, if any, referred to in 25 which 
shall enter into force on such a date as the 1974 Maritime World Ad­
ministrative Radio Conference shall determine. 

29 2. In signing these Regulations, the respective delegates declare 
that if an Administration makes reservations with regard to the application 
of one or more of the provisions thereof, other Administrations shall be free 
to disregard the said provision or provisions in their relations with the Ad­
ministration which has made such reservations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective delegates have 
signed these Regulations in a single copy which, together with the Appendix 
referred to in 25, shall remain deposited in the archives of the International 
Telecommunication Union, which shall forward a certified copy to each of 
the signatory countries. 

Done at Geneva, 11 April 1973. 

(The signatures following these Regulations are the same as those which 
jollow the Telegraph Regulations) 
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APPENDIX 1 

Payment of balances of accounts 

In the absence of special arrangements between Administrations 
and/or recognized private operating agencies, the currencies used for the 
payment of balances of international telecommunication accounts — which 
pursuant to the International Telecommunication Convention (Montreux, 
1965) are required to be drawn up in gold francs — and the methods of con­
version into such currencies shall be as follows: 

1. The payment of balances of international telecommunication 
accounts shall be made in the currency selected by the creditor after con­
sultation with the debtor. If there is disagreement the choice of the creditor 
shall prevail in all cases subject to the provisions in 6.1. If the creditor does 
not specify a currency the choice shall rest with the debtor. 

2. The amount of the payment, as determined hereafter, in the 
selected currency shall be equivalent in value to the balance of the account. 

3. If the balance of the account is expressed in gold francs, the 
amount of the selected currency which is equivalent in value to that balance 
shall be determined by the relationship in effect on the day before payment 
between the value of the gold franc and: 

a) the gold par value of the selected currency approved by the 
International Monetary Fund (hereafter designated as I.M.F.). 
If, however, a central rate of the selected currency has been es­
tablished under I.M.F. Executive Board decision subsequent to 
the approval given by the I.M.F. to the gold par value, the gold 
value of that central rate shall be used in determining the 
equivalent value. (See Note, page 72); 
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b) or the gold par value of the selected currency fixed unilaterally 
by the appropriate Government or official issuing authority 
(hereafter designated as fixed unilaterally). If, however, a central 
rate of the selected currency has been established unilaterally 
subsequent to the unilateral fixing of a gold par value, the gold 
value of that central rate shall be used in determining the 
equivalent value. (See Note, page 72). 

3.1 If the selected currency does not have a value of the kind shown 
in 3, or if the margins recognized by the Articles or Execcutive Board 
decisions of the I.M.F. 3 a), or established beforehand by the appropriate 
Government or issuing authority 3 b) are not being observed, the equivalent 
value of the selected currency shall be determined by its relationship on the 
official or generally accepted foreign exchange market, as provided in 6, to 
another currency with a value of the kind shown in 3. 

4- If the balance of the account is expressed in a currency other 
than gold francs and the selected currency is the same as the currency of the 
balance of the account, the amount of the selected currency for payment 
shall be the amount of the balance of the account. 

5- If the balance of the account is expressed in a currency other 
than gold francs and the selected currency for payment is different from the 
currency in which the balance is expressed, the amount of the selected 
currency for payment shall be determined by relating the gold value of the 
currency of the balance of the account to the gold value of the selected 
currency by reference to their respective values as in 3. 

5.1 If either or both of the currencies mentioned in 5 do not have a 
value of the kind shown in 3, or if the margins recognized by the Articles or 
Executive Board decisions of the I.M.F. or established beforehand by the 
appropriate Government or issuing authority are not being observed, the 
equivalent value of one currency to the other shall be determined by their 
relationship on the official or generally accepted foreign exchange market, 
as provided in 6. 
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6. For the purpose of determining the official or generally accepted 
foreign exchange market equivalent referred to in 3.1 and 5.1, the rate used 
shall be the closing rate for currency which can be used in the majority of 
merchandise trade transactions for spot delivery cable transfers in the of­
ficial or generally accepted foreign exchange market of the main financial 
centre of the debtor country on the day prior to payment or the most recent 
rate quoted. 

6.1 If a creditor selects a currency with a gold par or central rate 
fixed unilaterally or a currency the equivalent value of which is to be deter­
mined by its relationship to a currency with a gold par or central rate fixed 
unilaterally, the use of the selected currency must be acceptable to the 
debtor. 

7. The debtor shall transmit, on the date of payment, the amount 
of the selected currency as computed above by a bank cheque, transfer or 
any other means, acceptable to the debtor and the creditor. If the creditor 
expresses no preference, the choice shall fall to the debtor. 

8. Provided the periods of payment are observed, Administrations 
or recognized private operating agencies may by mutual agreement settle 
their balances of various kinds by offsetting credits and debits in their 
relations with other Administrations and/or recognized private operating 
agencies. The offsetting may be extended by mutual agreement to debts 
arising from postal services where both Administrations or recognized 
private operating agencies operate both postal and telecommunication ser­
vices. 

9. The payment charges imposed in the debtor country (taxes, 
clearing charges, commission, etc.) shall be borne by the debtor. The 
charges imposed in the creditor country, including payment charges im­
posed by banks in intermediate countries, shall be borne by the creditor. 
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10. If, between the time the remittance (cheque, etc.) is effected and 
the time the creditor receives it, a variation occurs in the equivalent value of 
the selected currency calculated as described in 3, 3.1, 5, 5.1 or 6 and if the 
difference resulting from such variation exceeds 5% of the amount due as 
calculated following such variation, the total difference shall be shared 
equally between debtor and creditor. 

11. If there should be a radical change in the international monetary 
system (e.g. a substantial general change in the official price of gold, or if 
gold ceased to be used generally as a basic reference for currencies) which 
invalidates or makes inappropriate one or more of the foregoing paragraphs, 
Administrations and recognized private operating agencies shall be free to 
adopt, by mutual agreement, different procedures for the payment of 
balances of accounts, pending a revision of this Appendix. 

Note: Where the central rate is in terms of another I.M.F. member's currency (hereafter 
described as such other currency), the amount of the selected currency shall be determined 
by first relating the gold franc amount to the I.M.F. - approved par value of such other 
currency and then by relating the resulting amount of such other currency to the selected 
currency for payment. Where such other currency has no I.M.F. - approved par value 
in effect, 6 shall apply. 
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APPENDIX 2 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 
RECIPROCAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Relations of Administrations with one another through the medium of 
the General Secretariat 

1. The General Secretariat shall publish information and statistics 
relating to the international services in pursuance of agreements between 
Administrations and/or recognized private operating agencies and 
resolutions of competent Administrative Conferences, and taking into 
account the Recommendations of Consultative Committees. 

2. Administrations*) shall notify the General Secretariat of any. 
additions, amendments or deletions to the above information and statistics. 
So far as practicable, amendments to the relevant documents shall be 
notified in the form required for these documents. Questionnaires will be 
issued to Administrations *) when the statistics or other information is to be 
presented in tabulated form. 

3. Administrations*) shall reply fully and promptly to requests by 
the Secretary-General for information to be included in these documents. 

*) or recognized private operating agency(ies) 



E R R A T A 

Page 6, third line, read " Conventions " (in stead of Convention) 

Page 57, paragraph 4.3 b), fourth line, read "Conventions" (in stead 
of Convention) 

Page 70, paragraph 3.1, second line, read "Executive" (in stead of 
Execcutive) 

Page 91, last line, read " the" (in. stead of de) 

Page 92, Resolution No. 4. under in view of, read "Telecommu­
nication" (in stead of Telecomunication) 

Page 94, Resolution No. 5, under considering, third line, read 
"Telecommunication" (in stead of Telecomunication) 


