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School seminars in Trinidad and Tobago
mark World Telecommunication and Information Society Day

/ In the Caribbean island nation of 
Trinidad and Tobago, the telecommuni-
cation and broadcasting industries have 
experienced exponential growth since libe-
ralization of these sectors. And since its esta-
blishment in 2004, the Telecommunications 
Authority of Trinidad and Tobago (TATT) has 
been working on initiatives to provide wider 
access to affordable services, in recognition 
of the signifi cant developmental benefi ts to 
be derived from the use of information and 
communication technologies (ICT).

These initiatives include the opening
of relevant markets and an increase in the 
number of service providers in the mobile 
telephone, cable television and “free to air” 
radio industries. The Authority has also al-
located spectrum to specifi c bands for the 
provision of broadband wireless services. 
Additionally, the Authority is developing a 
national “Universality Implementation Plan”,
which will aim to help narrow the country’s 
digital divide in accordance with the gov-
ernment’s policy.

Thus, the Authority welcomed ITU’s 
theme for World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day 2007: “Connecting 
the Young”. In commemoration of the day, 
The Authority hosted three telecommuni-
cation seminars for a total of 311 second-
ary school students and 35 teachers from 

18 secondary schools. These seminars were 
held on both the islands of Trinidad and To-
bago on 17 May, 1 June and 6 June 2007.

Each seminar included a video produced 
by the Authority entitled “From drums to 
convergence”, which looked at the evolu-
tion of ICT, as well as a video from Child 
Helpline International on “Connecting the 
Young”. There was also a demonstration 
of telecommunication equipment, such as 
a spectrum analyser, a transceiver and a 
radio-frequency radiation meter.

The event provided students with an 
insight into the history of telecommunica-
tions, the role of the Authority in the liberali-
zation of Trinidad and Tobago’s telecommu-
nications and broadcasting sectors, and an 
overview of the rapid pace of development 
of the global ICT environment. The students 
also enthusiastically participated in a quiz on 
the topic.

In addition to the seminars, the Author-
ity placed a four-page article in all local daily 
newspapers outlining initiatives geared to-
wards assisting young people in gaining eas-
ier access to a wider range of telecommuni-
cation and broadcasting services. Included 
in the article was the speech given by ITU 
Secretary-General Hamadoun I. Touré on the 
occasion of World Telecommunication and 
Information Society Day.                         /

Contributed by Cheryl Johnson, Senior Manager Communications, Public Relations
and Consumer Affairs, Telecommunications Authority of Trinidad and Tobago


