
 
 

© International Telecommunication Union 
 

 

Journal Title:  ITU News 

Journal Issue:  (no. 4) 2006 

Author: Yoshio Utsumi 

Article Title: Promoting Global Cybersecurity 

Page number(s): p. 3   

 
 
This electronic version (PDF) was scanned by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Library & 
Archives Service from an original paper document in the ITU Library & Archives collections. 
 
 
La présente version électronique (PDF) a été numérisée par le Service de la bibliothèque et des archives de 
l'Union internationale des télécommunications (UIT) à partir d'un document papier original des collections 
de ce service. 
 
 
Esta versión electrónica (PDF) ha sido escaneada por el Servicio de Biblioteca y Archivos de la Unión 
Internacional de Telecomunicaciones (UIT) a partir de un documento impreso original de las colecciones del 
Servicio de Biblioteca y Archivos de la UIT. 
 
 
 (ITU) للاتصالات الدولي الاتحاد في والمحفوظات المكتبة قسم أجراه الضوئي بالمسح تصویر نتاج (PDF) الإلكترونیة النسخة ھذه
 .والمحفوظات المكتبة قسم في المتوفرة الوثائق ضمن أصلیة ورقیة وثیقة من نقلاً 
 
 
此电子版（PDF版本）由国际电信联盟（ITU）图书馆和档案室利用存于该处的纸质文件扫描提供。 

 

 
Настоящий электронный вариант (PDF) был подготовлен в библиотечно-архивной службе 
Международного союза электросвязи путем сканирования исходного документа в бумажной форме из 
библиотечно-архивной службы МСЭ. 

 

 



PROMOTING GLOBAL CYBERSECURITY MESSAGE 

World Telecommunication Day 
17 May 2006 

Promoting ©!®be! Cybersecurlfy 

World Telecom-
munication Day 
commemorates 
the inception of 
the oldest interna-
tional organization 
in the world. This 
17 May 2006, on 

its 141 st anniversary, ITU finds itself 
on the threshold of a new era. 

During the past seven years, ITU 
has guided the landmark World Sum-
mit on the Information Society to its 
historic conclusion. World leaders 
gathered in Geneva in 2003 and in 
Tunis in 2005 to provide political 
backing for a road map aimed at de-
veloping and utilizing information and 
communication technologies (ICT) in 
the service of humanity. 

In the process, ITU's standing in the 
world as the lead agency in telecom-
munications and ICT has been clearly 
established. ITU has expanded its base, 
having pioneered the involvement 
of all stakeholders in the process. 
Governments, technological experts, 
social scientists, business and civil 
society leaders, international organi-
zations and grassroots workers — 
have all been deeply engaged in laying 
the foundations of a more just, equi-
table and people-centred information 
society. 

ITU has also grown in stature, hav-
ing taken far-reaching steps in using its 
recognized expertise to reach out to 
the remotest regions of the globe, to 
the most vulnerable people, and help 
accelerate the pace of development. 
ITU has already forged partnerships 
with some of the greatest visionaries 
in government, business, civil society 
and international organizations, aimed 
at connecting the unconnected 
through its Connect the World ini-
tiative, launched in June 2005. 

This year, ITU has advocated the 
development of ICT to assist the disa-
bled and to prepare for emergencies 
and disasters. And to ensure that the 
growth of ICT remains sustainable, 
the theme for World Telecommuni-
cation Day 2006 is Promoting Global 
Cybersecurity. 

In an increasingly networked soci-
ety, safeguarding cyberspace as well 
as ICT systems and infrastructure has 
taken on real urgency. It is essential 
to instil confidence in online trade, 
commerce, banking, telemedicine, 
e-government and a host of other 
applications. It is also critical for the 
future social and economic develop-
ment of the world. 

Achieving cybersecurity depends on 
the security practices of each and every 

networked country, business, and citi-
zen. To guard against the sophisticated 
skills of cybercriminals, we need to de-
velop a global culture of cybersecurity. 
This will require not only good polic-
ing and legislation, but also acute threat 
awareness and development of tough 
ICT-based countermeasures. 

Following the days of the telegraph, 
ITU has mastered space age commu-
nications and continues to develop its 
expertise in cyberspace. It now also 
takes on the mantle of leading the glo-
bal movement to build the informa-
tion society. World leaders meeting at 
the World Summit on the Informa-
tion Society in Tunis in November 
2005 recognized this evolution of ITU 
and proposed that 17 May — World 
Telecommunication Day — should 
also be celebrated as World Infor-
mation Society Day. 

ITU accepts this honour — and the 
challenge —to open another chapter 
in its long history and embark on a 
new journey. As we commemorate 
this important landmark, let us all to-
gether celebrate this first World In-
formation Society Day! 
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