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Telecommunications 
and industrial development 

As in the past, on 17 May this year, the Member countries of the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) will be celebrating World Telecommunication Day. 

In 1990, this celebration assumes special importance since it marks the 125th anniversary of the ITU, 
founded on 17 May 1865, when 20 States signed the first International Telegraph Convention. 

It is not by chance that the ITU Member countries have chosen, for World Telecommunication Day 
1990, the theme "Telecommunications and industrial development". 

Indeed, the ITU came into being just atthe time when the industrial era emerged in certain regions of 
the world and the need consequently arose for better communication between different countries. 
To meetthat need, the States which founded the Union, decided in 1865 to come together in orderto 
regulate, plan, standardize and co-ordinate international telecommunications. 

As time passed, the problems of industrialization assumed growing importance, affecting as they did 
not only a few regions of the world but the social and economic development of the entire planet. It 
was then that telecommunications itself took on a world-wide dimension. 

The objectives of the Union remain the same in 1990. And more than ever before, remains the need 
for industrial development, the success of which depends, to a great extent, on the Union's ability to 
meet the challenges of telecommunications for the year 2000. 

While the technical possibilities are immense and the services already available are numerous, much 
has to be done to make telecommunications really universal, which, in fact, is the raison d'etre of the 
Union. 

This explains why, on the strength of their experience of active co-operation over the past 125 years, 
the 166 Member countries of the Union are now committed to a major process of reform of the ITU's 
structure and functioning. 

A reform intended to commit the International Telecommunication Union even more firmly to the 
promotion of understanding between peoples. 
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