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Links to video message: 

• English https://youtu.be/U45NioPQehA 

• Français https://youtu.be/wl4pJdzOeS4 

• Español https://youtu.be/ETJBN16_q5g 

ي  •  https://youtu.be/fmqFz51nFdo عريب

• 中文 https://youtu.be/XBXPYOjQXdk 

• Русский https://youtu.be/U1Tlnz32iHs 
 
Transcript:  

Every year on May 17, people around the world join the ITU family to celebrate World 
Telecommunication and Information Society Day. 
 
This year, I call on all of you to join me in advancing ITU's Connect 2030 Agenda, a shared global vision 
to bridge the digital divide and use the power of information and communication technology in 
support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
I invite you to show the world what new technologies like 5G and Intelligent Transport, the Internet of 
Things, AI and blockchain can do to improve people's lives and facilitate social and economic 
development. 
 
These technologies and new innovations hold great potential for human progress; they are a powerful 
tool to achieve each and every one of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
Almost half the world's population is still not using the Internet, and overall growth in ICT connectivity 
is slowing. Time is pressing. 
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We need to coordinate and redouble our efforts to connect everyone to the global digital economy, 
and that for those connected, more must be done to ensure that connected life is safe and 
trustworthy. 
 
On World Telecommunication and Information Society Day and for this new decade, let's harness 
information and communication technology to accelerate social, economic and environmentally 
sustainable growth and inclusive development for everyone, everywhere. 


