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Activities of the International

Frequency Registration Board

BEFORE the Sccond World War, any
country could use, within certain
limits, any frequency it requircd for any
particular service, and all that was neces-
sary, with respect to the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), was
for the country concerned to notify its
use of the frequency to the Bureau at Bern
to be published in the Frequency List for
the information of other countries.

After the war the situation in regard to the
use of the radio spectrum became more
chaotic, due to the enormous increase in
the use of the radio spectrum by the
increased number of countries of the world
as a consequence of the birth of many inde-
pendent countries, as well as to technical
progress during the war. The situation was
so confused that sometimes, for example,
civil aircraft could not fly safely because
the nccessary ground-air communication
could not be ensured, and broadcasting
scrvices became deteriorated by harmful
interferences among them. To cope with
this situation, the ITU Atlantic City Radio
Conference held in 1947 created the Inter-
national Frcquency Registration Board
(IFRB) and charged it:

a) to maintain a register of all radio
frequencies used for all purposes
throughout the world and,

b) to cnsure that no new frequency is
taken into use by any country if the
use of this frequency causes interference
to radio stations alrcady in operation,
in accordance with the provisions of
the Radio Regulations.

The present Board consists of five inde-
pendent members who are elected by a
world administrative radio conference
dealing with general radiocommunication
matters, in @ manner to provide wide geo-
graphical representation. The Board acts
as a corporate body in which the individual
members serve as * custodians of an inter-
national public trust ”.

The various activities and functions of the
IFRB are listed in Article 13 of the

International Telecommunication Con-
vention and in Article 8 of the Radio
Regulations. In accordance with theabove-
mentioned texts, the essential duties of the
IFRB are:

a) the processing of frequency assignment
notices received from administrations
for recording in the Master Inter-
national Frequency Register;

b) the processing and co-ordination of
seasonal schedules of high frequency
broadcasting with a view to accommo-
dating requircments of all adminis-
trations for that service;

¢) the compilation, for publication in
suitable form, of frequency lists reflect-
ing the data recorded in the Master
International Frequency Register, as
well as other material relating to the
assignment and use of frequencies;

d) the review of entries in the Master
Frequency Register with a view to
amending or climinating, as appro-
priate, those which do not reflect actual
frequency usage, in agreement with the
administrations which notified the
assignments concerned;

¢) the study, on a long-term basis, of the
usage of the radio spectrum, with a
view to making recommendations for
its more effective usc;

f) the investigation, at the request of one
or more of the interested administra-
tions, of harmful interference and the
formulation of recommendations with
respect thereto;

g) the provision of assistance to adminis-
trations in the field of radio spectrum
utilization;

I) the collection of such results of
monitoring observations and their
publication in suitable form;

i) the formulation and reference to the
CCIR of all general technical questions
arising from the Board’s examination
of frequency assignments;

J) the technical planning for radio con-
ferences;

k) the participation in an advisory capa-
city, upon invitation by the organiza-
tions or countries concerned, in con-
ferences and meetings where questions
relating to the assignment and utiliza-
tion of frequencies are discussed;

/) to perform any additional duties, con-
cerned with the assignment and utiliza-
tion of frequencies, prescribed by a
competent conference of the Union,
or by the Administrative Council.

Elaborating a little on what precedes, it can
be said that one of the IFRB’s main tasks
is to examine whether the frequency
assignments which countries assign to
their stations are in accordance with the
Convention and the Radio Regulations and
whether the projected use of the frequencies
concerned will, or will not, cause harmful
interference to other countries’ radio
stations which are already in operation or
ensured by international frequency plans,
and toissueits findings on them. The duties
performed by the Board are both legal and
technical, a fact which demands absolute
impartiality and thus explains its collegiate
structure.

Master International Frequency Register

The IFRB keeps up to date the Master
International Frequency Register which
contains all frequency assignments to radio
stations throughout the world notified by
administrations. The frequency assign-
ments recorded in this Register are repro-
duced and published periodically for the
benefit of the Members of the Union in the
International Frequency List.

Compilation of high frequency broadcasting
schedules

The IFRB also compiles (from the seasonal
schedules received from administrations)
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