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The ITU adopts a frequency plan fo r television in 
Africa and neighbouring countries

’he Second Session of the Regional Administrative Conference for the planning of 
VHF/UHF television broadcasting in the African broadcasting area and neighbour­

ing countries—AFBC( 2 ) \  completed its work on 8 December 1989.
t :
The Conference opened on 13 Novem ­
ber at the Geneva International Confer­
ence C en tre-C IC G  (see the Telecommu­
nication Journal, January 1990, pages 
4-5). It was attended by over 175 dele­
gates from 49 countries, including one 
observer (Israel), and representatives of 
five regional and international organiza­
tions : the European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU), the Arab States Broadcasting 
U nion (ASBU), the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO), the Internati­
onal A m ateur Radio Union (IARU) and 
the G ulf Cooperation Council.

The Conference was chaired by M r C. 
T. N ’Diongue ( Senegal), assisted by four 
Vice-Chairmen: Messrs A. A. Fahd 
(Saudi Arabia), I. J. Yombiyeni 
(G abon), A. Bahreinian (Islamic 
Republic o f Iran) and W. M. Kilonzo 
(Kenya).

Six Com m ittees and a Working Group of 
the Plenary were set up. Several sub­
groups were also established to solve 
specific issues.2

The Agreement and its Plan

After intense bilateral and m ultilateral 
negotiations which produced seven dif­
ferent draft Plans, an Agreem ent was 
concluded on 8 December. Annexed to 
the Regional Agreem ent is the Plan con­
taining the frequency assignments of 
10 285 stations, an Appendix containing

1 The neighbouring countries a re : Saudi Ara­
bia, Bahrain, U nited Arab Emirates, Islamic 
Republic o f Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Yemen Arab Republic and that part o f the 
People’s D em ocratic Republic o f Yemen 
located outside the African broadcasting

2 For the structure o f the Conference, see the 
Telecommunication Journal, January 1990, 
pages 4-5. The Vice-Chairman of Comm it­
tee 6 was M r D. D lamini (Swaziland), and not 
M r J. Seleka (Tanzania).
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the assignments of 116 stations and 
annexes containing technical data. It will 
come into force at OOhOl UTC (co-ordi­
nated universal tim e) on 1 July 1992 and 
will rem ain in force until a revision is 
decided upon in accordance with the 
provisions of the International Telecom­
m unication Convention on the conven­
ing of a regional conference.

Thus in 1992, all television stations3 in 
service whose assignments are not 
entered in the Plan (o r its Appendix), or 
are not in conformity with it, will have to 
cease transmissions until the necessary 
modifications have been made and the 
administrations concerned have given 
their agreem ent in accordance with the 
procedure described in Article 4 of the 
Agreem ent just concluded.

The assignments in the Appendix are 
those which still involved incompatibili­
ties when the Conference ended. Nego­
tiations between the administrations 
concerned are to continue in the coming 
m onths and years; assignments on

which agreem ent is reached during those 
negotiations will be deleted from the 
Appendix and entered in the Plan itself. 
The assignments in the Appendix may, 
however, continue to be used until 1 July 
1997 (exceptionally 1 January 1999) pro­
vided they do not cause interference to 
the stations in the Plan. On those dates, 
the Appendix will be eliminated.

The Plan covers the following frequency 
bands:

-  47-68 M H z4;

-  174-230 M Hz;

-  230-238 M Hz and 246-254 M Hz for 
the following countries: Botswana, 
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, 
Swaziland and Zam bia;

-  470-862 M Hz for the stations of coun­
tries in the planning area, i.e. the 
African broadcasting area (area be­
tween 30° parallel N orth and 
40° parallel South and certain islands 
identified in Nos. 402 and 403 of the 
Radio Regulations) and the area

made up of the ten neighbouring 
countries.

In addition to the Plan, the Agreement 
has 11 articles, four annexes, five resolu­
tions and six recom m endations (see box 
for the plan of the Agreem ent).

The IFRB ensured that the requirem ents 
subm itted by adm inistrations in the 
planning area, not present at the Confer­
ence, received equitable treatm ent in 
relation to the requirem ents of adm inis­
trations present, and acted, to some 
extent, as an interm ediary between the 
Planning Com m ittee and the adm inis­
trations concerned. W here an absent 
adm inistration had not subm itted any 
requirem ents, the Board included re­
quirem ents based on the M aster Inter­
national Frequency Register (M IFR) 
or the Geneva 1963 Agreem ent as appro­
priate.

The AF+ Regional Conference

A short regional conference held on 4 
and 5 D ecem ber was attended by 
93 delegates from 35 countries of the 
African broadcasting area. It elected 
Mr A. Toumi (M orocco) as its Chair­
man. The purpose of this Conference 
was to abrogate those parts of the 1963 
Agreem ent relating to television which 
were still in force. The Final Acts of the 
Conference are to come into force on the 
same day as those of the AFBC Confer­
ence. W hen it comes into force, the 1989 
Plan will replace the 1963 Plan with 
regard to television. It will be recalled 
that the part of the 1963 Plan relating to 
sound broadcasting was already replaced 
by the 1984 Broadcasting Plan.5

3 W ith the exception of those in service in 
accordance with No. 342 of the Radio Regula­
tions.

4 54-68 M Hz by Botswana, Burundi, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Zaire, Zam bia and Zimbabwe.

5 H uet M .: Results of the Regional Adminis­
trative Conference for the planning of VHF 
sound broadcasting (Region 1 and part of 
Region 3), Telecommunication Journal, May 
1985, pages 290-297.The AFBC(2) Conference: view o f the room and o f  the rostrum
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General structure of the Agreement

Article 1: Definitions
Article 2: Execution of the Agreem ent
Article 3: Annexes to the Agreem ent
Article 4: Procedure concerning modifications to the Plan
Article 5: Notification of frequency assignments
Article 6: Accession to the Agreem ent
Article 7: Scope o f application of the A greem ent
Article 8: Approval o f the Agreem ent
Article 9: D enunciation o f the A greem ent
Article 10: Revision of the A greem ent
Article 11: Entry into force and duration of the Agreement

*
* *

A nnex 1 

The Plan

A nnex 2

Technical da ta-C hap ters 1 to 5 

A nnex 3

Basic characteristics o f television stations to be subm itted for 
modification to the Plan in accordance w ith Article 4 of the 
Agreement

A nnex 4

Limits for determ ining when co-ordination with another 
assignm ent is required as a result o f a proposed modification 
to the P lan -C hap ters 1 to 7

A nnex 5

Additional technical data which may be used for co-ordina­
tion betw een adm inistrations

*

*  *

Resolution No. COM 5/1

This Resolution concerns certain assignments o f Botswana, 
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia in the 
bands 223-238 and 246-254 M Hz which have provisionally 
been included in the Plan. N um ber 635 of the Radio Regula­
tions makes the use of these assignments by the broadcasting 
service subject to the agreem ent of the adm inistrations con­
cerned under the procedure set forth in Article 14. Once the 
procedure has been successfully applied, the assignments will 
be definitively included in the Plan.

Resolution No. COM 5/2

In accordance w ith this Resolution, all modifications made to 
the Plan after the end of the Conference and prior to the entry 
into force of the A greem ent will be dealt with in accordance 
with the procedure described in Articles 4 and 5 of the Agree­
m ent and the corresponding annexes.

Resolution No. COM 5/3

Interim  procedure to be applied after the Conference for 
assignments in the Appendix. This procedure will serve as a 
guide for adm inistrations in their negotiations for the resolu­
tion of incompatibilities.

Resolution No. COM 5/4

Conformity with the Plan of existing assignments to stations, 
i.e. those assignments which have already been notified to 
the IFRB and have been entered in the MIFR. The IFRB will 
inform all adm inistrations, one year before the entry into 
force of the Agreement, o f all their assignments to stations 
which are no t in conformity with the Plan so that the neces­
sary changes can be made by 1 July 1992.

Resolution No. COM 5/5

Incompatibilities betw een the Plan and the existing primary 
services other than television broadcasting (fixed, mobile, 
radionavigation or aeronautical radionavigation services). 
The IFRB will study incom patibilities between the Plan and 
the assignments received for recording in  the Register prior to 
13 N ovem ber 1989. The results will be sent to administrations 
before 31 D ecem ber 1990 to enable them  to take the necessary 
steps to minimize the likelihood of interference between such 
stations and stations in the Plan.

*

*  *

Recom m endation No. GT-PLEN/A

Compatibility betw een broadcasting (television) stations and 
the fixed service in certain bands. This Recom m endation lays 
down the param eters for the protection of the fixed service.

Recom m endation No. GT-PLEN/B

Continuation of propagation studies by the CCIR relevant to 
the use o f the V H F/U H F bands in the planning area.

Recom m endation No. COM 5/A

Use of some of the planned bands by the radio astronomy, 
amateur, radionavigation or aeronautical radionavigation ser­
vices.

Recom m endation No. COM 5/B

Conformity with the Plan of existing assignm ents’ to televi­
sion broadcasting stations at the tim e of the entry into force of 
the Plan scheduled for 1 July 1992.

Recom m endation No. COM 5/C
Incom patibilities betw een the Plan and the existing primary 
services o ther than television broadcasting which use the 
same frequency bands.

Recom m endation No. COM 5/D

M utual and reciprocal co-ordination between countries in the 
planning area and countries outside the planning area.
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