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FINAL REPORT

Summary

The First Regional Telecommunications Development Conference for the Arab States 
(AR-RDC), convened by the International Telecommunication Union was held in Cairo from 
25 to 29 October 1992. The Conference was attended by some 150 persons, including high level 
representatives of Governments, international and regional organizations as  well as of international 
financing institutions and the private sector.

The Conference was chaired by Mr. Mahmoud Mohamed El-Soury, Arento, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. The Conference created three committees to deal with different aspects of 
telecommunication development, which considered a number of proposals for action designed to 
improve and harmonize telecommunication development in the region. The Conference adopted 
14 Resolutions and two Recommendations, calling for actions by the concerned Governments, ITU1, 
and other concerned international and regional organizations.

The Conference resolved, inter-alia, to establish a regional mechanism for coordination of 
cooperation in telecommunications development in the region and, in particular, to coordinate and 
monitor the implementation of the Resolutions adopted. This Coordination Committee should be 
composed of high-level representatives of telecommunication ministries, telecommunication 
Administrations and operating companies as well as of international, regional and sub-regional 
organizations, e.g. the League of Arab States/Permanent Telecommunication Committee, AFESD, 
AMU, ARABSAT, ASBU, ECA ESCWA, GCC, ISDB, OIC and the ITU/BDT. The ITU/BDT, and in 
particular its regional office in Cairo, should provide the executive secretariat and its support to this 
Coordination Committee.

Recognizing the critical role played by telecommunications as an engine of national 
economic growth and regional integration and that telecommunication policies should be developed 
within the context of overall strategies, the AR-RDC also resolved to create a regional Working 
Group on telecommunication policies and strategies. This working Group should assist the Arab 
States in adopting policies promoting the harmonious development of their telecommunication 
systems and enhancing the process of regional integration. The Resolutions invite Administrations to 
consider separating operations of telecommunication entities from policy-making and 
regulatory body of the Government, to establish a regulatory function that ensures transparency 
of decision-making and fair competition and to encourage operating entities to set tariffs more 
closely aligned with actual costs, so as to generate more traffic and attract domestic and foreign 
investment. The above-mentioned Working Group should also consider issues related to financing 
strategies.

1 S ee  Annex IX - list of abbreviations
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The Conference further considered the need for improved telecommunication 
development indicators, as support for decision making as well as  valuable tools for analysis of 
socio-economic impact of telecommunications development. It resolved to continue to develop the 
regional database on telecommunication indicators under the ITU/UNDP MODARABTEL2 project in 
coordination with the Permanent Telecommunication Committee of the League of Arab States. It 
further resolved that, by the completion of the MODARABTEL project, this work should be continued 
by a Working Group on Telecommunication Development Indicators for the Arab States assisted by 
the BDT.

The Conference also considered the prospects for cooperation in research and 
development as well as  in higher scientific education and in local manufacturing and requested 
the BDT to undertake a comprehensive feasibility study in this field.

It considered the importance of national frequency management and resolved that the 
ITU/BDT, in collaboration with the Arab States, implement an action plan aiming at improving 
national frequency management in the Arab States.

Another Resolution requests the ITU/BDT to set up a regional project for the development 
of telecommunications in rural and low-income areas of the Region.

The Conference calls for the continuation of the MODARABTEL project for three years, 
with its present cooperation networks for datacommunication, new services, applied research, training 
management information systems and telecommunication statistics data base. It resolved to set up a 
new cooperation network dealing with bilingual terminals. These networks have proven to be efficient 
m eans of regional cooperation for the harmonious development of networks and new services in 
the region and will also facilitate the implementation of other Resolutions adopted by the 
Conference.

ITU is requested to increase the funds made available for the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) on its regular budget and the Conference endorsed two projects proposals for 
the LDCs of the region, one aiming at cooperation in training and the other at development of 
maritime communications in the countries bordering the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa. 
Considering the historical links between European and Arab States bordering the Mediterranean Sea 
and the priority given to the rapid introduction of Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) in view of its 
"booster" effect on business and trade, the Conference endorsed also a project proposal aiming at 
improving telecommunication facilities in Mediterranean ports.

The Conference considered, in particular, the critical situation and the needs for 
telecommunication development in Lebanon, Somalia and Sudan and made appeals to the 
international community for assistance to these countries.

The need to adapt organization and management to the changing environment and, in 
particular, the urgent needs for more and more specialized technical as well as management training, 
due to the rapid evolution of technology and the necessity for telecommunication organizations to 
improve their efficiency and productivity in an increasingly competitive environment, were 
recognized. In this context the Conference resolved to set up a network for cooperation in 
organization development as well as in all aspects of human resources management and 
human resources development. It also identified the priority tasks of this cooperation network.

To enhance cooperation between Arab States, the Conference resolved to speed up the 
work of up-dating and expanding the ITU Arabic telecommunication terminology database.

The Conference also recommanded that the use of the "Arab Space network for 
Information, Cultural and Development Purposes" be optimized and that globally recognized 
standards be applied to facilitate interconnectivity and interoperability of public networks. In this 
context, Administrations are requested to support the H.L.C3, recommendations "that the ITU plays a 
stronger and more catalytic role in stimulating and coordinating cooperation between the increasing 
number of bodies concerned with telecommunications".

2 MODARABTEL = Regional Project for Modern Arab Telecommunications Development
3 H.L.C.= High Level Committee established by the ITU
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The Conference noted the cost of implementing the Resolutions which was estimated to 
some US$ 13.3 Million in total for the next five year period of which the BDT is expected to contribute 
approximately US$ 5.5 Million (in kind and in cash) from its regular budget. Clearly therefore, the 
level of implementation will depend on the extent to which the remaining US$ 7.8 Million will be made 
available by other development partners and sources of finance.

Last but not least, the Conference adopted the Cairo declaration , reflecting a wide 
consensus on long term goals to be pursued in order to guarantee access to fundamental 
telecommunication services to the citizens of the Arab States.
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Regional Telecommunication Development Conference
for the Arab States (AR-RDC)

FINAL REPORT

1. Introduction

The first Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States 
(AR-RDC) was organized by the Telecommunication Development Burea (BDT) of the ITU in Cairo, 
from 25 to 29 October 1992. The objectives, working procedures and programme of the conference 
are described in Annex I and the the Annotated Agenda is shown in Annex II. The Conference was 
opened by Mr. Soliman Metwally Soliman, Minister of Communications and Transport and 
Dr. Pekka Tarjanne, Secretary General of the ITU (see Annex III).

2. Participants

The conference was attended by some 150 persons, including delegates and observers from 
23 countries in the region and observers from countries in other regions, representing both 
Governments and the private sector. A number of representatives of international and regional 
organizations1 (AFESD, ARABSAT, ARAB LEAGUE, ASBU, EC, ESCWA, INTELSAT, SFD, UNDP, 
UNESCO, UNIDO, WORLD BANK) as well as  of Palestine also attended the Conference. The list of 
participants (see Annex IV) includes a number of senior officials of telecommunication 
administrations, as  well as  many executives of operating entities, telecommunication equipment 
manufacturers and other private enterprises.

3. Proceedings

3.1 Designation of Chairpersons

Mr. Mahmoud Mohamed El-Soury, Chairman of the Board of Directors, ARENTO, Egypt, was 
elected Chairman of the Conference, and Messrs. Mohamed Abbad, Algeria, Ziad Azzouz, Syria and 
Abdullah Al-Mannai, Qatar, were elected Vice-Chairmen. The Conference created three committees 
to deal with different aspects of telecommunications development, and for each of these a 
Chairperson and a Rapporteur were designated as shown in the table below.

Committee Chairpersons and Rapporteurs

A. Policies, strategies, development plans, 
socio-economic, cultural impact, etc. 
Financial considerations

Chairman : Mr. Sami S. Al-Basheer, Saudi Arabia 
Rapporteur: Mr. Abdulrahim Abdulla Al-Maimani, Oman

B. Networks and services, development of 
rural telecommunications

Chairman : Mr. Monge Baccar, Tunisia 
Rapporteur: Mr. Omar Ahmed Shihab, Yemen

C. Organization and management
Management and development of 
human resources

Chairman : Mr. Ahmed Barahioui, Morocco 
Rapporteur: Mr. Mohamed Khasawneh, Jordan

1 S ee  Annex IX - List of abbreviations
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3.2 Agenda and programme of the Conference

The provisional agenda, elaborated in consultation with the Members of the ITU and approved 
by the Administrative Council in June 1992 was adopted (see Annex I, Appendix 1).

As shown in the annexed programme (Annex V), 11 documents, dealing with various aspects of 
telecommunications development and plans of regional organizations, were briefly introduced on 
25 October 1992, during the first day's plenary session, by representatives of international and 
regional organizations. These documents and other reference documents submitted to the conference 
and reproduced in a separate Volume2, were further discussed by the three committees mentioned 
above.

A number of proposals for projects and actions to be considered by the Committees were also 
introduced during the first day of the Conference. These proposals had been elaborated by a Task 
Force, composed of representatives of countries and organizations in the region, which had been 
established by the ITU.

All three committees met simultaneously Monday through Wednesday morning. Each 
Committee considered the relevant documents and prepared a draft Declaration as well as  a number 
of draft Resolutions and Recommendations on the bases of the proposals introduced during the first 
day of the Conference.

The draft Cairo Declaration, as  well as  Resolutions and Recommendations elaborated in the 
Committees were discussed in a Plenary session on Wednesday 28 October p.m. and proposals for 
modifications were noted.

A demonstration of the Arab States Telecom Indicators and regional database was 
demonstrated Monday afternoon. This was followed by a demonstration of access to ITU databases 
and other information using the Union’s Telecom Information Exchange Services (TIES). On 
Wednesday afternoon sample Computer Based Training (CBT) programmes and authoring software 
was demonstrated by the ITU. Also a frequency management software package, developed by 
DATECON, was demonstrated by a representative of this consultancy firm.

On the last day, the Conference adopted the Cairo Declaration shown in Annex VI and the 
14 Resolutions and two Recommendations shown in Annex VII, entrusting the ITU with the task of 
their final editing. The Cairo Declaration as well as the Resolutions and Recommendations in Arabic 
are included in the end of this document.

3.3 Closing Ceremony

In his closing speech, Mr. Jean Jipguep, Deputy Secretary-General of the ITU, expressed his 
thanks to the Egyptian Government for hosting the Conference and to all those who had contributed 
to its success. Referring, in particular, to the Cairo Declaration, he also expressed his satisfaction 
with the results of the Conference, and emphasized the importance of urgent action for the 
implementation and follow-up of the Resolutions (see Annex III). Representatives of France, Italy, 
Japan and the USA also addressed the Conference during the closing ceremony and a move of 
thanks was made by the representative of Lebanon, on behalf of the participants.

The Conference was formally closed by Mr Mahmoud Mohamed El-Soury, Chairman of the 
Conference.

Volume II (see  list ot documents- Annex VIII)
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AnnexI

PURPOSE, ORGANIZATION AND PROGRAMME

Purpose of Telecom m unication Development C onferences

The recurrent regional and world telecommunication development conferences have a dual role:

1. to serve as fora for discussion and consideration of issues, programmes and projects 
relevant to telecommunications development with a view to coordinating the development of 
the telecommunication sector at the regional and global levels;

2. to provide guidance to the ITU Telecommunications Development Bureau (BDT).

Thus, the conferences review the state of networks and services in the region concerned and 
worldwide, decide on a coordinated course of action and elaborate programmes for their improvement 
and further expansion. They are further expected to identify technical cooperation needs, including those 
for which cooperation with the ITU/BDT is envisaged, over a given period of time. The conferences will 
also examine reports of the BDT and evaluate its achievements. Decisions of the conferences are 
expressed in action-oriented Resolutions and Recommendations. In addition to providing guidelines for 
the work of the BDT, these will be addressed to the countries themselves, multilateral and bilateral 
funding institutions, public and recognized private operating agencies, suppliers, etc., for appropriate 
action.

The success of the current efforts towards socio-economic development as well as  regional and 
global integration depends heavily on the development of harmonized and effective telecommunication 
infrastructures. The development of such infrastructures is therefore in the interest also of advanced 
countries and the conferences may wish to make declarations stating common visions, goals and 
objectives of telecommunications development.

Periodicity

Regional conferences are to be organized for each region every five years or so (one regional 
development conference in each region and one world development conference between two consecutive 
ITU Plenipotentiary Conferences). However, the conferences may resolve to create "development study 
groups" or "development working groups" as  mechanisms to assist in the implementation and monitoring 
of the progress of programmes and projects referred to in the various Resolutions adopted. Such study 
groups and working groups could also be involved in the preparation of the next conference.

Participants

The conferences are open to all concerned parties, including the private sector, to ensure 
transparency and complementarity. Thus, they are to be attended by high-level representatives of 
governments, of concerned regional organizations and of the private sector as well as  of multilateral and 
bilateral financing and development agencies.

Private sec to r representatives will be charged the following participation fees as a contribution to 
cover the costs of facilities, documents and administrative support :

- representatives of telecommunication operating companies : 800 Swiss francs per person
- representatives of consulting firms 200 Swiss francs per person
- representatives of research and academic institutions 100 Swiss francs per person



Organization of work, agenda and programme of the AR-RDC

The tentative agenda and programme of the AR-RDC are shown in Appendices 1 and 2 
respectively.

The conference may wish to elect a chairperson (from the host country) and two or three 
vice-chairpersons. The conference will be conducted in Arabic, English and French and may wish to 
establish three committees to deal with the following aspects of telecommunications development:

Committee A - Role of telecommunications policy and development strategies. Investment
considerations, financial strategies. International cooperation (refer to agenda items 
1-4 and 8)

Committee B - Networks and services, development of telecommunications in rural areas; (refer to
agenda items 6 and 8)

Committee C - Organization and management, human resources management and development;
international cooperation (refer to agenda items 5, 7 and 8)

The conference may create additional working groups on specific subjects, as deemed necessary.

Each participant is free to attend any of the above committees according to his or her interests 
and responsibilities. As the committees will work in parallel, countries should endeavour to form their 
delegations with a view to ensuring efficient participation in ail the committees.

A task force with representatives from the region concerned has been set up to assist in the 
preparation of the conference. Proposals for Resolutions and action plans prepared by this task force, as 
well a s  documents presented in plenary sessions, will provide inputs for the discussions in the 
committees. On the basis of these and other proposals the committees are expected to propose 
objectives, targets and strategies with reference to the issues discussed and prepare result-oriented 
action plans and recommendations for consideration of the whole conference. The conference offers a 
unique opportunity to identify the issues which require joint and/or harmonized actions, hence proposals 
made by committees may wish to focus on opportunities for (sub-)regional and inter-regional cooperation 
and modalities for the follow-up of actions proposed (agenda item 7).

The Committees will report to the plenary on their conclusions in order to allow all participants to 
express their views on proposals for Resolutions and action. Following this plenary discussion, an 
editorial group, to be set up by the conference, will be entrusted with the task of preparing the final 
Resolutions and Recommendations of the conference. These will be reviewed and adopted in the last 
plenary session.

In order to save time and to structure the work of the committees appropriately, draft agendas for 
the committees have been prepared by the above-mentioned task force. It should be emphasized that 
these draft agendas are provisional and that each committee is invited to establish its own agenda.
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Appendix 1

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
FOR THE ARAB STATES (AR-RDC/92)

Cairo, 25-29 October 1992

TENTATIVE AGENDA

1. Present status of development plans for telecommunications in the region.

2. Role of telecommunications in socio-economic and cultural development; priorities for 
telecommunications development in the region.

3. Telecommunication development policies and strategies for the region.

4. Investment considerations and financing strategies.

5. Organization and management issues.

6. Network harmonization and new services.

7. Management and development of human resources.

8. International cooperation and policies for regional cooperation, including TCDC.

9. Modalities for monitoring, evaluation and progress review.

10. Other matters.
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Appendix 2

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
FOR THE ARAB STATES (AR-RDC/92)

Cairo, 25-29 October 1992

Tentative programme

Working hours: 9.00 -15.00 with two breaks unless otherwise indicated in the programme

Sunday, 25.10 Monday, 26.10 Tuesday, 27.10 Wednesday, 28.10 Thursday, 29.10

10.00.
Inaugural session
- opening statem ents
- adoption of agenda
- election of chairmen

Committee work Committee work Committee work 10.00
Plenary session
Presentation and adoption 
of Resolutions and 
Recommendations

Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break

Plenary session
- HLC* report
- introduction of reference 
docum ents and proposals

Committee work Committee work Committee work Presentation and adoption 
of Resolutions and 
Recommendations 
(continued)

Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break Coffee/tea -break CoffeeAea -break

Introduction of reference 
docum ents and proposals 
(continued)

Committee work Plenary session
Reports and  discussion of 
Committee work

Plenary session***
- Reports and discussion 

of Committee work
- Monitoring and follow-up 

(agenda item 9)

Presentation and adoption 
of Resolutions and 
Recommendations 
(continued)

Closing ceremony

After 15.00
Demonstration of ITU 
data bases

After 15.00
Demonstration of TBT 
(including CBT)**

After 15.00 
Editorial group

The time allowed for introduction of documents in plenary will be 10 -1 5  minutes per document. 
After 15.00 hours, conference rooms will be available without simultaneous interpretation for meetings of 
ad-hoc working groups.

HLC = High Level Committee 
** TBT = Technology Based Training CBT = Computer Based Training 
*** Participation of Ministers envisaged
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Annex II

A N N O T A T E D  A G E N D A
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Annex II

ANNOTATED AGENDA

Agenda item 1
Present status of and development plans for telecommunications in the region

Despite the exceptional progress achieved by many of the Arab States, it is widely recognized that 
the telecommunication infrastructure is inadequate in some Arab countries, where it still is mainly based 
on old technology and on networks which are unable to respond to the demands for new services and 
even, in some countrie, for basic services. How big is the gap between these countries and the more 
advanced countries in the region and what are the current plans for development? Under this item of the 
agenda, it is proposed to seek the answers to these questions, which must be borne in mind when 
discussing the various aspects proposed under other items of the agenda. The overall objective of the 
conference is to analyze the causes and consequences of this gap and propose objectives, strategies and 
actions to improve the situation and for future developments in the region.

Information on the present status of telecommunications as well as  on development trends and 
plans in the Arab World, based on information submitted for the "Yearbook of Common Carrier 
Telecommunication Statistics" and information to be collected by the administrations participating in the 
UNDP/ITU project MODARABTEL RAB/89/001, will provide inputs to the discussions on this agenda 
item.

The conference may wish to review the documents presented under this agenda item with a view 
to making a preliminary analysis of the situation and the causes of shortcomings and to identifying the 
key issues to be discussed at the conference.

The conference may also wish to examine the proposal, prepared by the AR-RDC Task Force*, 
concerning the further development and maintenance of regional databases of indicators of 
telecommunication development (key figures).

Agenda item 2
Role of telecommunications in socio-economic and cultural development 

Priorities for telecommunications development.

The fundamental role of telecommunications in socio-economic development and in particular in 
the ongoing process of regional and global integration needs to be clearly understood by decision-makers 
at the highest level so as to assign the appropriate priority to investments in this sector.

A summary of the findings of studies made in this field prepared by the ITU will constitute a 
reference document for the discussions related to this agenda item.

However, further studies are needed, particularly in rural areas, to establish how development of 
telecommunications and subsequent changes in organization and work processes affect socio-economic 
development, including human relations.

The conference may wish to examine the conclusions of available studies with a view to proposing 
priorities for telecommunication development and to identifying areas where further studies may be 
required. The Task Force proposals for special programmes for rural telecommunication development 
and for the least developed countries should be examined in this context._____________________________

The AR-RDC Task Force, established by the ITU to a ssis t in the preparation of the Conference, is com posed of representatives of ITU 
Members in the region and concerned regional organizations.
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Agenda item 3 
Telecommunication development policies and strategies

Telecommunication policies, regulations and legislation are currently being reviewed in many 
countries in the world. Many telecommunication administrations are being converted into autonomous 
corporations, with or without participation of the private sector, and new service providers are entering the 
market.

Delegates are invited to review Resolution 14- "Changing telecommunication environment" (Nice, 
1989) in advance and consult with policy-makers at the highest level, so as to be able to state their
government's position a s  regards*:

- the location of authority,
- the relationships between operators and government,
- regulatory functions,
- relationships between regulatory agencies and government,
- relations with the judicial system

Information about the restructuring of the telecommunication sector in some ITU Member countries 
and a case study will provide further reference material for the discussions under this agenda item. Also 
user groups' participation in policy development and the consequences of the emerging framework for 
trade in services of GATT should be considered in this context. Ways and means of transfer of 
technology, including cooperation in research and development, as well as opportunities for cooperation 
in local manufacturing may also be discussed under this agenda item.

The conference may wish to consider the various options available, bearing in mind the 
consequences of the changing environment and having due regard to the special conditions of the less 
advanced countries in the region. It is further invited to examine the relevant proposals prepared by the 
AR-RDC Task Force, with a view to preparing Resolutions and Recommendations for a course of action, 
considering also the role of the ITU in providing advice on policy options, etc., (as spelled out in Article 14 
of the ITU Constitution), with a view to preparing guidelines for the BDT in this respect.

Agenda Item 4 
Investment considerations and financing strategies

Information collected by the ITU on telecommunications investment in the region, sources of 
financing, procedures and appropriate funding mechanisms will provide reference material for the 
discussions related to this agenda item. Representatives of development banks will also will be invited to 
present their priorities, policies and procedures.

The overview of the findings of studies undertaken on the economic aspects of 
telecommunications mentioned under agenda item 3 above constitutes also an input to the discussions 
under this agenda item.

* Reference is m ade here to the options shown in Table 1 E. on page 37 of the docum ent T h e  changing telecommunication environment” 
prepared by the ITU Advisory Group on Telecommunication Policy. Other sections of this docum ent which are  of relevance in this 
context are, for example, section 6 - "Establishing Telecommunication Policies and Regulations" (page 14) and section 2.2. - "Sector . 
Legislation, Policy and Regulations” (page 35).
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The conference may wish to analyse the need for investment in the telecommunication sector, 
identify sources of financing as well as funding mechanisms, and establish targets and goals for 
investment levels. It may furthermore consider opportunities for regional cooperation and joint ventures 
which could attract additional financing and, in this context, examine the relevant proposals prepared by 
the AR-RDC Task Force with a view to preparing applicable Resolutions and Recommendations regarding 
such cooperation.

Finally, the conference is invited to consider the need for the regional and international coordination 
of telecommunication investments and to define the roles of the ITU, as well as of participating countries 
and other development partners.

Agenda item 5 
Organization and management issues

The adaptation of the sectoral policies, regulations and legislation to the changing 
telecommunication environment may be one condition for a real improvement of management to take 
place. These changes naturally introduce new requirements for a more market-oriented, commercial 
approach to the management of telecommunication enterprises.

A representative from an advanced administration will be invited to produce a reference document 
describing the efforts made to change the organization and improve the management in their 
organization, whilst the ITU will collect and present information on ongoing and planned technical 
cooperation activities in this area.

The conference may wish to identify common management problems with a view to preparing 
Recommendations for action that would lead to the improved management of telecommunication 
enterprises. In particular the conference may wish to consider what could be done at the regional level to 
improve management, and prepare Recommendations for programmes to be undertaken. It is furthermore 
invited to consider the role of the ITU in this context in order to provide guidelines for the BDT.

Recommendations prepared in relation to this agenda item may, for example, refer to regional or 
international cooperation in the development of:

- models for organizational development;
- guidelines for the improvement of management;
- management information systems and other management tools.

Management obviously includes human resources management. Moreover, management 
development is clearly one of the most urgent forms of assistance required by the region. However, given 
the importance of human resources in the process of change, a separate agenda item has been devoted 
to management and development of human resources (item 7).

Agenda item 6 
Network harmonization and new services

With reference to this agenda item, the Conference may wish to consider the need for 
standardization and coordination of network development, review the goals and objectives set by the 
various international and regional organizations and by individual countries, as  well as the forecasts of 
needs and resources required to meet these goals. In particular, the activities and plans of the 
MODARABTEL project and ways of improving this cooperation could be discussed, as  well a s  issues 
relating to inter-regional harmonization.
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The ITU will provide a summary of its activities and plans in the fields of standardization and 
radiocommunications.

It is proposed that one task of the conference under this agenda item should be to review the 
objectives proposed by various regional organizations and in other fora as regards the harmonization and 
introduction of new services, with a view to preparing recommendations on how to ensure 
interconnectivity and how to define goals and targets in terms of new services to be provided, etc., at the 
level of groups of countries or sub-regions at a similar stage of development and with a similar size of 
network. Special consideration should be given to the development of rural telecommunications.

Furthermore, the Conference may wish to consider proposals for action to achieve these targets as 
well as options for implementing them, with a view to preparing recommendations on the improvement of 
networks and services.

Agenda item 7 
Management and development of human resources

The improved management and development of human resources are essential conditions for the 
organizational development that is currently taking place in the Arab World with the introduction of new 
technologies, the restructuring of the sector, increased competition and the efforts of integration. 
International, regional and bilateral cooperation is required to share both the experience and the available 
expertise and to reduce the high cost of training and other tools for performance improvement.

The ITU will submit a reference document summarizing the activities undertaken in this field, 
including a critical analysis of their impact and proposals for action and the AR-RDC will prepare a 
proposal for improving cooperation in this field.

The conference may wish to analyse typical performance problems and examine possible solutions, 
with a view to preparing Recommendations for action aimed at improving circumstances and reducing the 
cost of training. It is also invited to discuss ways and means of improving transfer of know-how from 
industrialized countries to developing countries as well as between developing countries in the region.

In this context, the conference may wish to review existing mechanisms for transfer of know-how 
and international cooperation in the field of human resources development, such as the ITU International 
Sharing System (ISS), examine the relevant proposals prepared by the AR-RDC Task Force and prepare 
Recommendations on how to improve such systems further and make better use of them. The 
Conference may also wish to review the performance indicators, key figures and other standards 
proposed within the ITU/ISS.

Recommendations prepared under this agenda item may refer to action to be taken at the national 
level (recruitment and selection policies, career development, salaries and incentives, etc.). The 
conference may also wish to identify standard key figures to be used in human resources management 
and make proposals for regional and international cooperation for the development of information 
systems and other tools for manpower planning and human resources management, for the development 
of multinational training centres and for the use of institutions outside the telecommunication sector (e.g., 
for training in management, administration, commercial aspects, marketing, computer skills, etc.).
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Agenda item 8 
International cooperation

ITU will provide a summary of its technical cooperation activities in the region in the past decade 
and plans for future programmes.

The Conference may wish to examine international cooperation programmes and projects 
proposed by the AR-RDC Task Force or elaborated in Committees.

The Conference may wish to review the proposals made by the AR-RDC Task Force with a view to 
identifying activities requiring technical cooperation and the potential partners in such cooperation. It may 
furthermore wish to discuss ways and means of strengthening regional coordination as well as 
cooperation with adjacent regions.

The Conference is invited to identify actions required to further promote cooperation among 
countries in the region and coordination among other development partners and donors and to define the 
roles of (sub-)regional organizations and the ITU in this context. The conference is further invited to 
consider alternative modalities for cooperation with a view to developing Recommendations on the 
implementation of innovative approaches and strategies.

The Resolutions prepared under this agenda item should provide guidelines for the BDT and other 
development partners, e.g. a definition of the ITU's role as  a clearing-house for information on needs and 
activities of technical cooperation in the telecommunication sector, as  well a s  Resolutions and 
Recommendations aimed at the implementation of programmes and projects for which their assistance is 
sought.

Agenda item 9
Modalities for monitoring, evaluation and progress review

Many Resolutions and Recommendations adopted by international conferences never get beyond 
the stage of declaration of intent. While such declarations of intent or objectives are necessary, they are 
clearly insufficient for change to take place.

A further condition for Resolutions and such like to be put into effect is the delegates' commitment 
thereto. It is hoped that the way in which the AR-RDC has been organized will enable all delegates to 
participate actively in the decision-making process and that they will therefore feel committed to 
implementing the Resolutions and Recommendations they have adopted.

However, to ensure that the Resolutions, Recommendations and action programmes adopted are 
actually implemented, periodic reviews and progress reports are required; each Committee will therefore 
be requested to submit proposals for how to monitor progress in activities proposed for consideration 
under this agenda item.

The machinery to be established for follow-up purposes could also be used to involve 
representatives of the region in the preparation of the next Conference.
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Opening address by 
Dr. Pekka Tarjanne, Secretary-General of the ITU/Director BDT

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

I am very grateful to the Government Authorities of the Arab Republic of Egypt for their kind 
invitation to host the first Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States 
starting today in this splendid Congress Centre, very close to the vestiges of a great civilization 
having deeply marked the history of the whole of mankind.

Recently the city of Cairo was struck by the forces of Nature, and the whole international 
community becam e immediately aware of this tragedy and of the suffering of so many individuals and 
families. The national and international solidarity was immediately mobilized, and a number of human 
lives could be saved. I believe that none of us doubt about the vital role played by 
telecommunications during those critical days.

This adds on further significance to our Conference by simply recalling the important dimension 
of telecommunications as an efficient, indispensable tool for disaster rescue and relief. Such a 
dimension should be kept in mind during your deliberations in the forthcoming days, together with all 
other important features of telecommunications as a basic factor of human development.

The Conference starting today is the fourth in chronological order within the cycle of Regional 
Conferences addressing key issues related to networks and services development. Previous 
experience has shown that aspirations, problems and needs do not differ substantially from one 
region to another. This is due perhaps to the global nature of telecommunications. After all, in building 
the "Global Village" the sam e amount of effort must be deployed by every partner as similar problems 
are to be faced throughout the world.

However, cultural and social identity as  well as economic pattern of each region must be taken 
into account. Therefore, this Conference provides a unique opportunity to set a plan of action 
specifically tailored for the Arab States. In fact, the Task Force that prepared this meeting, has 
elaborated a number of concrete proposals addressing issues of special interest for this region. The 
proposals are before you, and I expect that they will generate productive discussions so that a 
number of far-reaching decisions will be adopted by the Conference.

Implementing them will certainly be a primary responsibility of Arab States, but also intra- 
regional and international cooperation and effective coordination will be instrumental for viable and 
successful actions. Achieving meaningful goals requires a tripartite partnership between

- the countries of the region;
- the international community, including the private sector, the development and financing 

institutions, and
- the ITU/BDT in collaboration with the regional organizations.

Bearing this in mind, an attempt has been made to quantify the initial resources and efforts to 
be provided by each partner in implementing the resolutions that the Conference may wish to adopt, 
based on the Task Force proposals. Why? Because realistic goals and pragmatic approaches are 
essential for success.

In the land of the Pharaohs, looking at the splendid temples that our ancestors were able to 
build without any of the modern technologies, one could believe that no limits exist to human 
capacities. Society has drastically changed ever since, and terms like social interest, average 
standard of living, return on investment are the basis of human undertakings in our time.

Leaders must now look at economy, effectiveness, maximum social impact of every project or 
initiative. With this in mind, the structure of the Conference and its methods of work have been 
conceived in such a way as to make optimum use of the short time available and to reach action- 
oriented results.
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Plenary sessions and lengthy presentations have been kept to a minimum, in favour of 
Committee work focusing on the Task Force proposals. Previous conferences have shown the 
effectiveness of this approach.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before you start your deliberations, allow me to address an appeal to the Conference to pay 
particular attention to the critical situation of certain countries of this region, namely Somalia, 
Lebanon, Sudan, whose networks are in desperate situations. My appeal goes to international 
community as well as  to Arab solidarity.

It will be a great step forward and a great success for this conference if, at least, the wide 
disparities existing among the Arab countries in terms of infrastructure and provision of services could 
be reduced.

I wish you every success in your work.

Thank you.
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Closing statement by 
Mr. Jean Jipguep, Deputy Secretary-General, ITU

ASSALAMU ALAYKUM

Your Excellencies 
Distinguished Delegates 
Dear Friends

The adoption of the Cairo Declaration is a clear indication that we are about to conclude the 
Regional Development Conference for the Arab States which has, in my opinion, achieved 
remarkable results in a very short time. It is gratifying to see that you have reached consensus on a 
number of issues of regional concern, in spite of the great disparities among the countries of this 
region. Your work has been greatly facilitated by the spirit of cooperation that has reigned throughout 
the conference and, of course, by the excellent preparations made by all concerned.

As you may recall, the appeal made by the Secretary-General of ITU, M. Pekka Tarjanne, in 
his opening speech to pay particular attention to the critical situation of certain countries in this region 
has been adequately reflected in the Resolutions. This is an encouraging display of international and 
Arab solidarity as is the demonstrated willingness of the governments and regional organizations 
concerned to reach agreement on what needs to be done and contribute to telecommunications 
development in the whole region. I am particularly pleased that the conference has resolved to set up 
a mechanism for cooperation and coordination of telecommunication development activities in the 
region. This coordination committee is entrusted with the important task to ensure the follow-up and 
implementation of the resolutions adopted by the conference.

It should now be kept in mind that the conference is not the end, but rather the end of the 
beginning of a long process. Clearly, the work that has gone into the preparation and organization of 
this conference and all your efforts during these busy days will be in vain unless the resolutions 
adopted are implemented.

The fact that these resolutions are action-oriented and fairly concrete will, I hope, enhance the 
possibilities of bringing about the desired results. This conference has endorsed to the international 
community a set of goals stipulated in the Cairo Declaration, which will be the guidelines for our 
future actions. We all have reason to be proud of the Cairo Declaration. This declaration will serve as 
our flagship and crown jewel of all the conference resolutions. You can ensure the value of the crown 
jewel by working hard within the spirit of the Cairo Declaration to implement its resolutions.

As indicated in these resolutions, the resources required need to come from your own 
governments and organizations, as  well as  other development partners. The fact that implementation 
of the resolutions is a combined and shared responsibility cannot be over-emphasized. Rest assured 
that the ITU, within its available resources, is prepared to assum e its responsibilities. The recently 
established Regional office in Cairo is at your disposal and ready to provide the support and 
coordination required to implement the above Resolutions. However, ultimately the responsibilty of 
putting the Resolutions into practice is, of course, yours, and the role of the Union's Bureau for 
Telecommunications Development (BDT) is essentially to act as  a catalyst and ensure coordination at 
regional and international levels. Also the active participation and contributions from financing 
agencies and other development partners, including the private sector, who benefit from improved 
telecommunications, are needed to achieve the ambitious goals set out in the Cairo Declaration.

The next Regional Development Conference to complete the cycle will be for the Asia and 
Pacific countries, then we will meet altogether in the World Development Conference where 
opportunity will be provided to synchronise the activities generated by the preceding regional 
conferences and to examine the progress made by each region. This gives you a little more than a 
year to demonstrate that this conference has made a significant contribution to telecommunication 
development in the Arab States.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The excellent facilities provided by our hosts the Egyptian government and, in particular, by 
ARENTO, contributed very significantly to the success of the conference, and I should like to take this 
opportunity to thank His Excellency Mr. Soliman Metwally Soliman, Minister of Communication and 
Transport for his excellent support and Mr. Mahmoud El-Soury for his splendid chairmanship. The 
efficiency of the organization and provision of services in this centre demonstrates the high degree of 
professionalism which can be achieved when the will is there, which gives us reasons for optimism for 
the future of this region.

We all know that this is largely thanks to the efforts made by all those working behind the 
scenes. Our gratitude goes to everyone, including, of course, the interpreters, who facilitated the 
communication among us.

We have all enjoyed tremendously the hopitality which has been afforded us, the 
unforgettable evening on the Nile and the fascinating monuments and reminiscences of ancient 
Egypt. Indeed, our hosts have spared no efforts to make our stay an extremely agreeable and 
memorable one. Our thanks and appreciation go to the Egyptian people.

Excellencies 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am looking forward to seeing you soon again at the forthcoming Additional Plenipotentiary 
Conference which, a s  you know, will take place in Geneva from 7 to 22 December this year.

Bon voyage and a safe return to your countries.

WA - ASSALUMU ALAYKUM
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Annex IV

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

I. ADMINISTRATIONS

Algeria (People's Democratic - Republic of)
Algerie (Republique algerienne - democratique et populaire)

ABBAD Mohamed
Ministre Pldnipotentiaire Ambassade Algdrie
CAIRO
Algeria
Tel: 341 8527
Fax:

Germany (Federal Republic of) 
Allemagne (Republique federate)

LAMPE Gunter
Director, Int. Relations DBP Telekom 
Deutsche Bundespost Telekom 
P.O.B 2000 
D-5300 BONN 1 
Germany
Tel: +49 228 181-93 40 
Fax: +49 228 181-93 97

Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of) 
Arabie saoudite (Royaume d')

AL-BASHEER Sami S.
Director General International Relations
Ministry PTT
RIYADH 11112
Saudi Arabia
Tel: 463 7100
Fax: 966 1 403 2048

AL-FEHAID Abdelrahman A.
Director General Microwave 
Ministry PTT 
RIYADH 11112 
Saudi Arabia 
Tel: +966 1 463 7888 
Fax: +966 1 403 2048

AL-HEMAIDAN Msaad Abdullah
Chief Transport Sector Ministry of Planning
RIYADH
Saudi Arabia
Tel: 966 1 404 9404
Fax:
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Bahrain (State of) 
Bahrein (Etat de)

AL-SATEEH Abdul Shaheed
Head of Telecommunications Eng Ministry of Transportation
Telecoms. Office
P.O.Box 11170
MANAMA
Bahrain
Tel: +973 523 444 
Fax: +973 533 544

ABDULLA Rashid
Commercial Manager Marketing & Tariff
Ministry of Transportation
P.O.Box 11170
MANAMA
Bahrain
Tel: 0973 523444 
Fax: 0973 533544

AL THAWADI Abdulla Saleh
President, Bureau Wireless Licensing & Monitoring
Ministry of Information
P.O.Box 26627
MANAMA
Bahrain
Tel: 715111
Fax: 715030

Djibouti (Republic of) 
Djibouti (R6publique de)

ABANEH Abdourazack Ali
Chef de Service Etude et Planification 
OPT
Bd. de la R£publique
DJIBOUTI
Djibouti
Tel: +253 35 06 69 
Fax: +253 35 57 57

ALI Mohamed Kamil
Coordonnateur national du projet Modarabtel
Inspect. Exploit. Telecoms
OPT Bd. de la Rdpublique
DJIBOUTI
Djibouti
Tel: +253 35 06 69 
Fax: +253 35 57 57
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GUELLEH Moumin Abdi
Chef du Service t616phonique OPT 
Boulevard de la R6publique 
DJIBOUTI 
Djibouti
Tel: +253 35 06 69 
Fax: +253 35 57 57

RAGUEH Areh Houssein
Directeur adjoint de la RTD Radio-Television de Djibouti
B.P. No. 97
DJIBOUTI
Djibouti
Tel: 350484
Fax:

Egypt (Arab Republic of) 
Egypte (Rgpublique arabe d')

EL-SOUR Y Mahmoud
Chairman ARENTO
Ramsis Street
P.O. Box 795
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 777551 
Fax: 771306

ABDEL-HAFEZ Mohamed
Vice-Chairman ARENTO
Ramsis Street
P.O. Box 795
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 743222 
Fax: 771306

SELIM Mohamed
Vice-Chairman ARENTO
Ramsis Street
P.O. Box 795
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 750222 
Fax: 771306

ABOUL ELA Raga
General Manager ARENTO
International Sector
P.O. Box 795
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 765211
Fax: 771306
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AHMED Shawki Abdelmoniem
Chief, Training Central Dept. ARENTO 
P.O.Box 2271 
CAIRO 11511 
Egypt
Tel: 2610080 
Fax: 2613504

ALLAM Fikrya
Sector Chief for New Services Ramses Exchange Building
Ramses street
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 777917/779111 
Fax: 770070

BILAL Abd El Moneim Youssif
Professor & Chairman Elect. Dpt Cairo University/Director
National Telecom Institute
Ministry of Telecom
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: 603825 
Fax:

EL-NEMR Mahmoud
Central Department Chief, International Telecom 
ARENTO
International Telecom. Sector P.O. Box 795
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel:
Fax:

ISMAIL Aida
Chief, Sector for Plan and Follow-up
ARENTO
53, Ramses street
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel:
Fax:

LOFTY EL-SAYED Osman
Professor Deputy Director NTI
National Telecom Institute
P.O. Box 7070
CAIRO
Egypt
Tel: +202 603855 
Fax: +202 2636082
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United Arab Emirates 
Emirats arabes unis

ISKANDER Samir
TV Transmission Engineer Ministry of Information
and Culture
P.O. Box 17
ABU DHABI
United Arab Emirates
Tel: 453000
Fax: 452504

United States of America 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique

HOLMES Bradley
Ambassador, U.S. Coordinator & Director, International 
Comm. & Information Policy
U.S. Dept, of State, CIP Rm. 6317, 2201 C Street, N.W.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20520
United States
Tel: (202) 647-5727
Fax: (202) 647-5957

BOGDAN Doreen
Telecom Policy Specialist National Telecommunication 
Information Administration/
International Office 14 Constitution Ave. N.W.
Room 4701
WASHINGTON D.C. 20230 
United States 
Tel: (202) 377-1866 
Fax: (202) 0377-1865

MANGER Walter
International Relations Officer, Bureau of Int.
Comm. & Information Policy
U.S. Dept, of State, CIP Rm 6317, 2201 C Street, N.W.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20520
United States
Tel: (202) 647-9340
Fax: (202) 647-0158

MURRAY Marie
Deputy Economic Counsellor American Embassy
CAIRO
United States
Tel: 355 7371
Fax:
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PREWITT Jean
Associate Administrator National Telecommunications 
Information Administration/
International Office - OIA 14 Constitution Ave. N.W. 
Room 4701
WASHINGTON D.C. 20230 
United States 
Tel: (202) 377 - 1866 
Fax: (202) 377 - 1865

France
France

DENIAUD Jean-Claude
Inspecteur G6n6ral Ministere PTT 
20 Ave. de S6gur 
75700 PARIS 
France
Tel: +33 1 49856031 
Fax: +33 1 49851398

GARNIER Dominique
Administrateur, Rel. Ext. Minist&re des Postes et
Telecommunications DRG/PAI
20, avenue de Segur
75700 PARIS
France
Tel: +33 1 45 64 18 69 
Fax: +33 1 40 65 09 77

POLLONI Alain
Conseiller Moyen-Orient FRANCE TELECOM/DI
Immeuble Perisud
7 Bd. Romain Rolland
92128 MONTROUGE
France
Tel: 33 1 44 44 59 46 
Fax: 33 1 46 54 58 04

VOISIN Joel
Conseiller industriel et international Affique Maghreb 
Ministere des PT
Direction du Service public 28 Avenue de Segur
75700 PARIS
France
Tel: +33 1 45641547 
Fax: +33 1 42730002
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India (Republic of) 
Inde (R6publique de I1)

IYENGAR Badri Nath
Ministiy of Communications Telecom Commission 
Govt of India
Room 1208, Sanchar Bhavan 20 Ashok Road-Parliament str.
NEW DELHI 110001
India
Tel:
Fax: 91 11 3 746111

Italy
Italie

NALIN Giorgio
Engineer Ministry of PT
Inspectorate General
Viale Europa 190
00144 ROME
Italy
Tel:
Fax:

PILERI Alessandra
Fonctionnaire-Directeur Section TLC 
Ministere PT
Bureau Relations Int. Viale America, 201
00144 ROME
Italy
Tel: +39 6 595 84313 
Fax: +39 6 540 5890

RUDILOSSO Carmelo
Engineer Ministry of PT 
Viale America 201 
00144 ROME 
Italy
Tel: +39 6 59584313 
Fax: +39 6 5405890

Japan
Japon

MUTOH Shigeru
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications 
3-2, Kasumigaseki, 1-Chome,
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-90 
Japan
Tel: +81-3-3504-4791 
Fax: +81-3-3509-5077
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OBU Shtyi
Project Manager International Affairs Division 
Ministry Posts & Telecoms.
3-2 Kasumigaseki 1-chome Chiyoda-ku
100-90 TOKYO
Japan
Tel: 81-3-3504-4791 
Fax: 81-3-3509-5077

SATO Keryi
Chief, Asia-Pacific Section International Cooperation Div. 
Ministry of P&T
3-2, Kasumigaseki 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku
TOKYO 100-90
Japan
Tel: +81 3 3504 4791 
Fax: +81 3 3509 5077

SHINO Norio
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications 
3-2, Kasumigaseki, 1-Chome,
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-90 
Japan
Tel: +81-3-3504-4791 
Fax: +81-3-3509-5077

SUZUKI Noboru
Ministry of Posts & Telecom. 3-2 Kasumigaseki 1-chome
Chiyoda-ku
100-90 TOKYO
Japan
Tel: 81-3-3504-4791 
Fax: 81-3-3509-5077

TOMITA Katsuaki
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications 
3-2, Kasumigaseki 1-Chome,
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-90 
Japan
Tel: +81-3-3504-4791 
Fax: +81-3-3509-5077

Jordan (Hashemite Kingdom of) 
Jordanie (Royaume hachlmite de)

DENIAN Afram Jamil Jamal
Assistant Director General for Development
Posts and Telecommunications
P.O.Box 1689
AMMAN
Jordan
Tel: +962 6 638301/634551 
Fax: +962 6 627776/659666
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BORGAN Munther Zaal
Chief Engineer Frequency Office 
Egineering Dept.
P.O.Box 1041
AMMAN
Jordan
Tel: 773111 Ext 119 
Fax: 788 115

KHASAWNEH Mohamed
Assistant Director General for Investment & Commercial Aff.
Posts & Telecommunications
P.O.Box 1689
AMMAN
Jordan
Tel: +962 6 643 535 
Fax: +962 6 627776/659666

TAIFOUR Walid Abdalla
Manager of Planning Dept. Posts & Telecommunications
P.O.Box 1689
AMMAN
Jordan
Tel: +962 6 638301/648331 
Fax: 649 882

Kuwait (State of) 
Kowei't (Etat du)

AL-AMER Sami
Director Monitoring Frequency and Licence Dept
Ministry of Communications
P.O. Box 318 SAFAT
SAFAT 11111
Kuwait
Tel: +965 4830869 
Fax: +965 4830837

AL KAZEMI Reyadh
PCM Engineer Ministry of Communications 
P.O. Box 3444 
SAFAT 13035 
Kuwait
Tel: +965 256 4100 
Fax: +965 252 1845

AL-KATTAN Hameed H.
Director Technical Services Ministry of Communications 
P.O. Box 318 SAFAT 
11111 SAFAT 
Kuwait
Tel: 4816602/4844319 
Fax:
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AL-NOUK Ebrahim
Radio Kuwait Ministry of Information
P.O. Box 397
KUWAIT 13004
Kuwait
Tel: 2442781
Fax:

AL-YAQOUB Ahmed
Radio Kuwait Ministry of Information
P.O. Box 397
KUWAIT 13004
Kuwait
Tel: 2419653
Fax:

Lebanon
Liban

GHAZAL Maurice Habib
Repr6s. Perm. Instances Int. des telecommunications 
Prlsident des GAS
Ministere des Postes et teiec. Central Nahr, rue du Fleuve
BEYROUTH
Lebanon
Tel: +33 1 47052242(France)
Fax:

Morocco (Kingdom of) 
Maroc (Royaume du)

BARAHIOUI Ahmed
Chef de Division Formation du Personnel
Office National PTT
6, Avenue Oqba Agdal
RABAT
Morocco
Tel: (212) 7776024 
Fax: (212) 7770811

MEZYAOUI El Ghazouani
Conseiller auprfes Ministre Postes et Telecom.
Avenue Moulay A1 Hassane
RABAT
Morocco
Tel: 700845
Fax: 706227
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Mauritania (Islamic Republic of) 
Mauritanie (Rlpublique - islamique de)

OULD EL MOUSTAPHA Aly
Ing£nieur chef SBRH SBRH/DPT/DT/OPT
NOUAKCHOTT
Mauritania
Tel: 51647
Fax:

Oman (Sultanate of) 
Oman (Sultanat d')

AL-MAIMANI Abdulrahim A.
Director Projects Management & Construction
General Telecom. Organization
Ministry of PTT P.O.Box 3789
Ruwi, MUSCAT
Oman
Tel: (968) 696720 
Fax: (968) 697052

AL-RAIS1 Abdulhakim
Staff, Management Serv. & Public Relations Dept.
Ministry of PTT
P.O.Box 3789
Ruwi, MUSCAT
Oman
Tel: (698) 609373 
Fax: (698) 697417

Portugal
Portugal

RODRIGUES G.
Embassy of Portugal 15 A, Mansour Mohamed
CAIRO
Portugal
Tel:
Fax:

Qatar (State of) 
Qatar (Etat du)

AL-MANNAI Abdulla
Assist. General Manager Admin. Qatar Public Telecom Corp.
P.O.Box 217
DOHA
Qatar
Tel: +974 400 688 
Fax: +974 413 904
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AL DERBESTI Ahmed
Eng. Manager Proj.& Support Qatar Public Telecom Corp.
P.O.Box 217
DOHA
Qatar
Tel: +974 400 214 
Fax: +974 413 904

FAKHROO Abdulwahed
Manager Freq. Mamg. Int'l & Public Relations 
Qatar Public Telecom Corp.
P.O.Box 217
DOHA
Qatar
Tel: +974 400 678 
Fax: +974 414 514

Sudan (Republic of the) 
Soudan (R6publique du)

IBRAHIM MOHAMMED Mustafa 
Head Administ. Council & Director General 
Sudan Telecom. Public Corp.
STPC
KHARTOUM
Sudan
Tel: +249 11 79493/71899 
Fax: +249 11 75599

GAMAL Abdelwahab
Senior Advisor Sudan Telecommunications
Public Corporation
KHARTOUM
Sudan
Tel: 249 11 78878 
Fax: 249 11 75599

MOHAMED Ahmed Dafalla
Head Eng.& Techn. Affairs Sudan TV National Corporation
STNC, P.O.Box 1094
OMDURMAN
Sudan
Tel: 70978 -53538 -53130 
Fax:
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Syrian Arab Republic 
Rlpublique arabe syrienne

ATTASI Siba
Directorate General of the Syrian Telecommunications
Establishment
Saadallah Jabiri Street
DAMASCUS
Syria
Tel: +963 11 240300 
Fax: +963 11 242000

AZZOUZ Ziad
Vice Director General Directorate General of the
Syrian Telecommunications
Establishment Saadallah Aljabri Str.
DAMASCUS
Syria
Tel: +963 11 240300 
Fax: +963 11 242000

MOUSLITalal
Director of Planning Directorate General of the
Syrian Telecommunications
Establishment Saadallah Jabiri Street
DAMASCUS
Syria
Tel: +963 11 240208 
Fax: +963 11 242000

SHAAL Ismail
Director of Technical Studies Directorate General of the 
Syrian Telecom. Establishm.
Saadallah Aljabri str.
DAMASCUS
Syria
Tel: +963 11 240307 
Fax: +963 11 242000

Tunisia
Tunisie

BACCAR Monge
Secretaire g6n6ral PTT
3, rue d'Angleterre
TUNIS
Tunisia
Tel: 355112
Fax:



TOUM1 Moncef
Directeur g6n6ral des telecommunications
Ministere des Communications
Boulevard du 9 avril
TUNIS
Tunisia
Tel: 561 933
Fax: 341 717

Yemen (Republic of) 
Y6men (Rlpublique du)

BABREAK Abdillah N. Salon
Director of Technical Cooperation - D.G.T.
Ministry of Communications
P.O.Box 1686
SANAA
Yemen
Tel: +967 1 251935 
Fax: +967 1 251937

SHIHAB Omar Ahmed
Deputy Director General (Technical)
Public Telecom. Corporation
P.O.Box 17045 Algiraff
SANAA
Yemen
Tel: 251249
Fax: 251150
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II. INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES/REGIONALES

ARAB FUND FOR ECONOMIC & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

ABBAS Hikmat
Technical Advisor Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development 
P.O.Box 10915 
AFESD
MANAMA/BAHRAIN 
Tel: (973)536300 (965)2451580 
Fax: +973 536583

ARABSAT

AL-BIDNAH Saad A.
Director General ARABSAT 
P.O.Box 1038 
ARABSAT 
RIYADH
Tel: +966 1 4646666 
Fax: +966 1 4656983

ARAB LEAGUE

ABDEL NABI Mohamed
Expert en telecommunications 
ARAB LEAGUE 
CAIRO 
Tel:
Fax:

SOLEIMAN Game! Eddine
Directeur du Departement du Transport et Telecom.
ARAB LEAGUE
CAIRO
Tel:
Fax:

ARAB STATES BROADCASTING UNION

SULEIMAN AHMAD Abdulrahim
Director of Engineering Arab States Broadcasting 
Union (ASBU)
17, rue El Mansourah - El Menzah 4
ARAB STATES BROADCASTING UNION
TUNIS 1014
Tel: (216 1) 238 044
Fax: (216 1) 766 551



-  44  -

CE-EC

SOUPIZET Jean-Francois
Administrateur principal Commission des Communaut6s
europdennes
200, rue de la Loi
CE -E C
1049 BRUXELLES 
Tel:
Fax:

ECONOMIC & SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA

ABBAS Sulieman
Economic Affairs Officer ESCWA
P.O.Box 927115
ESCWA
AMMAN
Tel: (9626) 606847 Ext. 164 
Fax: (9626) 694981/2

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE ORGANIZATION

PRASANNA Srinivasa
Manager, IADP & Training INTELSAT 
3400 International Drive 
INTELSAT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3098 
Tel: +202 944 7514 
Fax: +202 944 8214

PALESTINE

AL-LAHAM Zuheir
PAL
Tel:
Fax:

KARZON Abdul Elah
Palestinian Embassy
PAL
CAIRO
Tel:
Fax: 430888 - 430555

MUSA Ibrahim
PAL
Tel:
Fax:

WABEH Mohammad
PAL
Tel:
Fax:
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UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

BEN AMARA Taoufik
Deputy Resident Representative UNDP
ComicheNil 1191
UNDP
CAIRO
Tel: 768581
Fax:

SOCIAL FUND FOR DEVELOPMENT

ABOU-ZEID Amani
Senior Officer Marketing & Evaluation 
Social Fund for Development 
(UNDP Project)
SFD 
CAIRO 
Tel: 3548339 
Fax: 3550628

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC & CULTURAL ORG.

ROSE John
Division de la Communication UNESCO
7, Place de Fontenoy
UNESCO
75015 PARIS
Tel: 33 1 45681000
Fax: 33 1 45674358

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

MARIKI Geoffrey
Indust. Develop. Officer Technology Dev. & Prom. Div.
UNIDO
P.O.Box 300
UNIDO
A-1400 VIENNA 
Tel: 21131 Ext. 3359 
Fax: 232156

WORLD BANK

MUSTAFA Mohammad
The World Bank Telecommunications Unit 
The World Bank 
1818 H. Street N.W.
WORLD BANK 
WASHINGTON, DC 20433 
Tel: +202 473-4296 
Fax: +202 477-2978
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III. OTHERS/AUTRES

Germany (Federal Republic of)
Allemagne (RSpublique federale)

KAHMANN Karlheinz
Rohde & Schwarz GmbH & Co. KG Mubldorfstrasse 15
8000 MUNICH 80
Germany
Tel: 089/4129 2947 
Fax: 4129-2224

TSCHEULIN Hans Jurgen
Dipl. Ing. DETECON (Deutsche Telepost
Consulting)
Langergrabenweg 35 
5300 BONN 
Germany 
Tel:
Fax:

Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of)
Arabie saoudite (Royaume d1)

ELWY Bahig
Expert Frequency Management P.O. Box 22135
RIYADH 11495
Saudi Arabia
Tel: 4637491
Fax: 4020938

MEYER Ronald
Project Manager DETECON AL SAUDIA 
P.O. Box 22135 
RIYADH 11495 
Saudi Arabia
Tel: 241-1961 (ext. 3179)
Fax: 456-4667

Egypt (Arab Republic of)
Egypte (R6publique arabe d')

MALASH Tarek
Regional Advisor Ericsson Telecom AB 
2 Street El Malek el Afdal 
ZAMALEK 
Egypt
Tel: +20 2 340 9048/4088 
Fax: +20 2 340 4080

United States of America 
Etats-Unis d'Amlrique

AMMARI Samir
Vice President International Relations 
MCI International, Inc.
2 International Drive
RYE BROOK, NEW YORK 10573
United States
Tel: 914-934-6972
Fax: 914 - 933 - 7186
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CODACOVI Lawrence
Vice President, Int. Services MCI International, Inc.
2 International Drive
RYE BROOKK, NEW YORK 10573
United States
Tel: 914 - 934 - 6591
Fax: 914 - 934 - 6004

FARR Munther
Manager MCI
2400 N Glenville Road
RICHARDSON TX 250 82
United States
Tel: 214 918 50 50
Fax: 214 918 60 27

LESSNER Henry
Executive Staff Member MCI Communications Corporation
2400 North Glenville Drive
RICHARDSON TX, 75082
United States
Tel: 214 - 918 - 5442
Fax: 214 - 918 - 6027

MENCIA Manuel
Director of Intern. Network Planning & Provisioning 
MCI
2400 N. Glenville Drive 
RICHARDSON, Texas 75082 
United States 
Tel:
Fax:

SHALABY I.N.
Managing Director Mediterranean/North Africa 
AT&T
412, MT Kemble Ave.RM C120-E37
MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962-1995
United States
Tel: +202 348 1222
Fax: +202 349 3444

TAGLIALATELA JR. Carmine
Executive Director Intern. Regulatory Affairs 
MCI Telecommunications 
1801 Pennsylvania Ave.
WASHINGTON, DC 20006
United States
Tel:
Fax:

WESTLAKE Joseph
Director - Market Planning General Telephone and 
Electronics (GTE)
Suite 1200, 1850 M Street,NW.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20036 
United States 
Tel: 202 - 463 - 5233 
Fax: 202 - 463 - 5298
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Finland
Finlande

JYVASJARVI Harri
Marketing Manager Nokia Telecommunications Oy,
Transmission Systems
P.O.Box 12
SF-02611 ESPOO
Finland
Tel:
Fax:

France
France

MOREAU Jean-Pierre
Regional Director Arab Maghreb Union
ALCATEL Trade International
33, rue Emeriau
75015 PARIS
France
Tel: 33 1 40585649 
Fax:

Italy
Italie

MARTORANO Stefano
Engineer SIP, Italian Telecom Company 
Via Flamina 189 
00196 ROME 
Italy
Tel: +39 6 3688 3132 
Fax: +39 6 3688 3155

Japan
Japon

ALI ZAHI Nagwa
Assistant to Mr. Tanaka MAKOTO
JTEC
c/o Cairo Office 7th fl. World Trade Center
CAIRO
Japan
Tel: 5741111 
Fax: 756966

MIYAMOTO Hiraku
Senior Manager NEC 
NEC Abiko Plant 
131 Hinode Abiko Chiba 
270-11 TOKYO 
Japan
Tel: 81-471-857215 
Fax: 81-471-857912

TANAKA Makoto
General Director ITEC Cairo Office 
c/o JETRO Office
7th fl. World Trade Centre Comiche El Nil
1191 CAIRO
Japan
Tel: +20-2-5741111 
Fax: +20-2-756966
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ORGANIZERS

Ms Aida EL SHINNAWI 
Ms Sherif MAHMOUD 
Ms Soad H. TOBIA

Tech. O perator

Ms Salwa M.M. TAWFIK 
Ms Amal A. ABDALLAH 
Ms Nadira H. ABDALLAH 
Ms Samia ABDEL MAGUID

R eproduction  Services

Mr. Tarek B. YEHIA 
Ms Elham EL SAYED 
Ms Samia G. GUINDY 
Ms Manal A. ALY 
Ms. Moushira MAHGOUB 
Mr. Mohamed YASSiN 
Ms. Nabila EL NOKRASHY 
Mr. Said ABDEL LATIF

Distribution of docum ents

Ms Amal FAWZI 
Ms Sam ia OSMAN 
Ms Mervat MINA 
Ms Abla J. MOHAMED 
Ms Aida M. LABIB 
Ms Hanan A. EL SAFTY
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Mr. Ahmed ABDEL FATAH 
Mr. Samir ABDEL MAGUID 
Mr. Kamel EL ZAABALAMY 
Mr. Adel F. HASSAN 
Mr. Mohamed ABDEL LATIF 
Mr. Jehia ABDEL SHAFY '
Mr. Mamdouh ABDEL HAFEIZ

U shers & M essengers

Mr. Sobhy A.A. EL SHAYESH 
Mr. Fathy S. METWALLY 
Mr. El Sayed J. SEYAM 
Mr. Abdel Fattah MOAMAR 
Mr. Badawy E. MOHAMED 
Mr. Saad ABDEL FADEEL 
Mr. Mohsen H. MOHAMED 
Mr. Ahmed M. MANSOUR

O perators/T elephone

Ms. Laila H. MOSTAFA 
Ms. Isis S. MIKHAIL 
Mr. A. KASHMIR 
Mr. R. ABDEL MESEH 
Mr. N. EL-SHORBAGY



Mr. H. ABDEL AZIZ 
Mr. H. MARZOUK 
Mr. M. EMAM 
Mr. M. SAYED

Video Camera

Mr. H. ELKMMAH 
Mr. H. BADR

O thers

Ms. Olfat OLAMA 
Mr. Saheh EL ASHRY 
Mr. Takrek EL NADOURY 
Ms. Anwar RASHAD 
Mr. Ahmed LAMLOUM 
Ms. Samia ABDEL AZIZ 
Ms. Fawzi GHAZAL 
Mr. Ashraf Badie EL ZAMAN 
Mr. Atef EL NAWAWY 
Mr. Moussa BARSOUM 
Mr. Hassan M. HASSANEIN



V. ITU STAFF/PERSONNEL UIT

Dr. P. TARJANNE 
Secretary-General

Mr. J. JIPGUEP 
Deputy Secretary-General

Mr. M. HARBI 
IFRB

Mr.T. IRMER 
CCITT

Mr. R.C. KIRBY 
CCIR

Mr. K. ABURIZIK 
Cairo Regional Office

Mr. P. ALLINGER 
SG

Ms. F. AZODOGBEHOU 
BDT

Mr. A.K. BAIRI 
Cairo Regional Office

Mr. A. BENKIRANE 
BDT

Mr. H. CHAABOUNI 
Cairo Regional Office

Mr. M. CISSE
Addis Ababa Regional Office

Mr. R. DAVIDSON 
BDT

Mr. S. ENNAIFER 
MODARABTEL Project

Mr. Johan ERNBERG 
BDT

Mr. J. ESCUDERO 
SG

Mr. Y. JOUBEILY 
Cairo Regional Office

Mr. N. KISRAWI 
BDT

Mr. P. KURAKOV 
BDT

Mr. A. LAOUYANE 
BDT
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34

33

81

239 

250

240 

249 

103

39 
254

37 

242 

82

38

35

238
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Mr. M. MINGES 
BDT

Mr. R. ODEH 
BDT

Mr. A.C. PAPAIOANNOU 
Cairo Regional Office

Mr. P. PRASAD 
SG

Mr. T. RAS-WORK 
SG

Mr. C. SANCHEZ 
BDT

Mr. I. SYED 
SG

Mr. d ; s t a g l ia n o
BDT

Ms. M. AEID 
Ms. D. BOCCARD 
Ms. L. CHOUTKO 
Mr. F. JEMAA 
Mr. R. GACHET 
Ms. R. GANOSE 
Ms. I. GORDON 
Ms. C. KLEKR 
Ms. M.D. MARTIN 
Ms. N. OBUOBI

Interpreters

Ms. S. ABDEL-SAYED 
Mr. M. AMIN 
Ms. L. EL HAKIM 
Ms. G. ELIAS 
Ms. H. FAHMY 
Ms. A. FARAG 
Mr. A. FARID 
Ms. H. GAMAL 
Ms. A.M. GREIS 
MS. N. HASSAN 
Mr. A. IBRAHIM 
Ms. S. KHALLAF 
Mr. H. KILANY 
Ms. A. KORRA 
Ms. N. NAGUIB 
Mr. R. SHALTOUT 
Ms. S. SHARAWI 
MS. N. SIRRY 
Ms. J. STEPHAN 
Ms. A. YOUAKIM

Translators

Mr. M. EL-ELAIMY 
Mr. O. SABRY
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Annex V

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
FOR THE ARAB STATES (AR-RDC/92)

Cairo, 25-29 October 1992

PROGRAMME

Sunday 25 October

9.00 to 10.00 Registration of participants and distribution of documents

10.00 to 10.30 - Opening ceremony

- Dr. Pekka Tarjanne, Secretary General of the ITU
- Mr. Soliman Metwally Soliman, Minister of Communications and Transport, Egypt

10.30 to 11.00 - Coffee/tea break

11.00 to 12.30 - Plenary session

- Election of Chairpersons

- Speakers - Representatives o f :

- League of Arab States 
- AFESD
- the World Bank 
- ARABSAT
- ASBU 
-UNDP

12.30 to 13.00 - Coffee/tea break

13.00 to 15.00 - Information session (plenary)

- HLC recommendations (Mr. A. Laouyane)

- Summary of CCIR activities (Mr. R. Kirby)

- Summary of CCITT activities (Mr. T. Irmer)

- Summary of activities of the GAS Groups (Mr. M. Ghazal)

- Summary of IFRB activities (Mr. M. Harbi)

- Introduction of AR-RDC Task Force proposals (by ITU staff and Task Force Members)

Monday 26 October and Tuesday 27 October

09.00 - 15.00 Committees A, B and C (with coffee/tea breaks as shown above)

Wednesday 28 October

09.00 -12.30 Committees A,B and C.
13.00 - 15.00 Plenary session (Committee reports)

Thursday 29 October

11.00 -12.30 Plenary session (adoption of Resolutions and Recommendations)
12.30 Closing ceremony
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Annex VI

THE CAI RO D E C L A R A T I O N
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REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
FOR THE ARAB STATES 

Cairo, 25 - 29 October 1992

CAIRO DECLARATION

The States participating in the Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the 
Arab States (AR-RDC) convened by the International Telecommunication Union in Cairo, Egypt, from 
25 to 29 October 1992,

Considering

The objective of universal service to provide mankind with access to a telephone service at the 
beginning of the next millennium;

the relatively low average penetration of some 3.5 main telephone lines per hundred 
inhabitants in the region, as  well as the vast investments required to at least attain an average of 
about 10;

the enormous differences among the countries of the region in terms of existing 
telecommunication services and of the financial capacity required to ensure the development of 
telecommunications;

the lack of adequate telecommunication services in rural areas and among the low-income 
population strata of a number of countries in the region;

the global trend towards liberalization which ipso facto leads to competition and private 
investment in the telecommunications sector;

the urgent need to expand the infrastructure, reform the sector and renew the organization and 
management of public and private telecommunication entities;

the information on telecommunications development in the region which was specifically 
gathered for and submitted to the AR-RDC and is summarized in two documents, namely, the Arab 
States Telecommunication Indicators and the Present Situation and Future Development Scenarios in 
the Arab Countries;

the vital role telecommunications play in cases of emergency and for relief and rescue 
operations,

recalling

1. the Report of the Independent Commission for World-Wide Telecommunications Development
(Geneva, 1984);

2. the decisions of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Nice, 1989),

declare

that telecommunications is an essential precondition and tool for socio-economic development 
and for technological progress which fosters competitivity and generates productive employment and 
which contributes to economic and cultural integration, as well as  to understanding between peoples, 
and to overall improvement in the quality of life,
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establish

the following goals to be achieved by the Arab States and the regional organizations
concerned:

1. to strive to give all Arab States' inhabitants access to basic telecommunication services in 
particular to those in least developed countries;

2. to accelerate the expansion of telecommunication networks so as to reach an average density 
of 10 main telephone lines per 100 inhabitants by the beginning of the 21st century which 
implies an investment of between 40 and 50 billion US dollars;

3. to provide telephone access to all rural communities and to low-income urban zones by means 
of special programmes that take advantage of the opportunities being offered by new 
technologies;

4. to modernize the legal, regulatory and economic framework and to pursue restructuring of the 
telecommunications sector so as  to benefit from fair competition that is conducive to public and 
private investment in telecommunications development;

5. to accelerate within the region and with neighbouring regions the integration, harmonization and 
growth of telecommunication services;

6. to strengthen sound and television broadcasting systems incorporating new technologies and 
extend the coverage in order to draw greater benefit from these media for the distribution of 
information and the dissemination of education and culture;

7. to coordinate the use of the frequency spectrum in accordance with regulations adopted by the 
ITU, through the strengthening of national frequency management services in the Arab States;

8. to develop human resources and institutional structures and thereby ensure the sustainable 
development of telecommunication infrastructures as  well as efficient operations and adequate 
quality of service.
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Annex VII

R E S O L U T I O N S  AND R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 1

REGIONAL MECHANISM FOR COORDINATION AND MONITORING 

OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE AR-RDC

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

noting

1. the creation in 1990 of the Council of Arab Ministers of Telecommunications and of the Arab 
Permanent Telecommunication Committee (APTC) with their mandates;

2. Resolution ATDC/90/RES1 (African Telecommunication Policy and Strategy) of the African 
Telecommunication Development Conference (Harare, 1990) which resolved, inter alia. "... to 
create within the framework of the BDT a standing African Information and Telecommunication 
Policy Study Group (AITPSG)"-,

3. Resolution EU-RDC/91 No. 1 (Telecommunications Policies, Strategies and Cooperative 
Mechanisms) of the European Regional Telecommunication Development Conference 
(Prague, 1991);

4. the need to coordinate the development of telecommunications between the Arab States 
themselves as well as  between the Arab States and adjacent regions;

5. the need also to establish a mechanism to follow up and monitor the progress of the AR-RDC 
between two development conferences, involving fully in this task representatives of the Arab 
States, concerned regional and international organizations and other development partners;

6. the traditionally excellent cooperation between the ITU and other concerned organizations in 
the Arab World and the many successful joint actions undertaken in the past;

7. the purpose of the Union and the catalytic role of the ITU/BDT as envisioned in Nice Resolution 
No. 14 (Changing Telecommunication Environment),

resolves

1. to create a Coordination Committee (henceforth referred to a s  the "AR-RDC Coordination 
Committee” or the "AR-RDC CC") for the cooperation and coordination of telecommunications 
development in the region and for the implementation and follow up of related Resolutions 
adopted during development conferences;

2. that the AR-RDC CC be composed of high-level representatives of Arab States' ministries 
responsible for telecommunications, of telecommunication Administrations and operating 
companies, of concerned international, regional and sub-regional organizations, e.g. the 
Permanent Telecommunication Committee of the League of Arab States, GCC, AMU, ASBU, 
ARABSAT, AFESD, ISDB, QIC, ESCWA, ECA1 and the ITU/BDT;

1 Arab Gulf S ta tes Cooperation Council (GCC), Arab Maghrebian Union (AMU), Arab S ta tes Broadcasting Union (ASBU), Arab 
Satellite Communications Organization (ARABSAT), Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD), Islamic 

Development Bank (ISDB), Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), Economic and Social Commission for W estern Asia 
(ESCWA), Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).



resolves further

1. that the mandate of the AR-RDC CC should be to:

a) coordinate international cooperation in telecommunications development at the intra- 
regional, regional and sub-regional levels and monitor the progress of the development 
programmes endorsed by the conferences:

b) promote an exchange of information and permanent consultations between the countries 
of the region on the one hand and concerned international, regional, and national 
organizations as well as  other development partners on the other;

c) contribute to the regional coordination of telecommunications development and to the 
process of regional integration within the Arab States;

d) assist the ITU in the preparation of future AR-RDCs, in particular in the preparation of a 
summary report on the progress of implementation of the Resolutions adopted by the 
previous conferences, and proposals for further actions at international, regional and 
sub-regional levels;

2. that the organizational set-up and working methods should be the following:

a) the AR-RDC CC should meet periodically, for instance once a year; it should, however, 
be able to convene extraordinary meetings as the need arises. Participating 
organizations would be required to host such meetings in turn and provide all necessary 
facilities;

b) the ITU/BDT, including its Cairo Regional Office, should provide, as  necessary, the 
executive secretariat and support for the periodic meetings of the AR-RDC CC as well as 
that required for the monitoring and follow up of AR-RDC Resolutions;

c) the BDT could ensure the coordination of activities generated by the AR-RDC CC which 
are similar to activities resulting from development conferences of other regions so as to 
avoid duplication of work and to optimize the use of available resources.
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The examples below are given to illustrate the type of programmes to be monitored by the AR-RDC
Coordination Committee over the next five-year cycle:

a) Models and guide-lines for regional and national policies and for institutional structures based 
on case studies of the social and economic implications of various options, and a comparative 
analysis of laws, regulations, contracts and service agreements, taking full account of GATT's 
Uruguay Round of negotiations on telecommunication services. The guide-lines should be 
complemented by an annotated bibliography of telecommunication policies as an aid for 
research workers and relevant authorities (see AR-RDC Resolution No. 2);

b) A regional database on telecommunication indicators, including information about on-going and 
planned development projects, structuring of the sector, relevant laws and regulations, etc. 
(see, for example, AR-RDC Resolution No. 3);

c) Proposals for regional action and policies concerning the introduction of new 
telecommunication services and frequency management (refer to AR-RDC Resolutions No. 7 
and 10, respectively);

d) Proposals for regional cooperation in the field of human resources management and 
development (HRM/HRD) (refer to AR-RDC Resolutions No. 10,11 and 12);

e) A database on current research projects identifying the persons involved, as well as  proposals 
for regional cooperation in applied research and local manufacturing, including ways and 
m eans of transfer of technology (refer, for example, to AR-RDC Resolution No. 6);

f) Proposals for regional cooperation in other telecommunications development activities.

APPENDIX1
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ADDENDUM

REGIONAL MECHANISM FOR COORDINATION AND MONITORING 
OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE AR-RDC

C o st  estimate and p o ssibl e  so u r c e s  o f  finance

The cost of implementing this proposal consists of:

A. Participating organizations (except ITU - see below)

A.1 The cost of participation in AR-RDC Coordination Committee meetings
(on average twice a year)

This depends on the number of participants and venue of the meetings. It may be estimated 
on average at US$ 2 000 for travel and daily subsistence allowance (DSA) per participant and 
meeting and would, in principle, have to be borne by each participating organization. However, 
to secure participation of at least one representative of each country in the region, external 
funds should be sought to finance travel and DSA for one participant from each Arab State 
except the seven countries with GNP/capita > US$ 3 000. The cost of meetings and other 
activities of participants related to the AR-RDC work between meetings (salaries, etc.), which 
could be considered as a contribution in kind, is not taken into account as this varies from 
country to country. However, it is assumed that, on the average, 4 man/months (m/m) 
professional staff and 4 m/m secretarial staff are allocated per year and per participating 
organization for work related to the AR-RDC Coordination Committee.

A.2 Cost of communications and of translation, reproduction and mailing of documents

Most of the work of the Committee will be done between meetings and involve frequent 
interaction, be it by telecommunications and/or mail. Yearly communication and mailing costs 
are estimated at US$ 3 000 per year and participating organization. Also some translation and 
reproduction costs may have to be borne by the participating organizations as the Committee 
would have to work in three languages (Arabic, English and French). Yearly translation and 
reproduction costs are estimated at US$ 1 000 per participating organization.

B. The cost of hosting the meeting
(to be borne by participating organizations on a rotational basis):

- Premises and logistics support during the meeting
- Cost of simultaneous interpretation (if required) US$ 5 000/meeting

(assuming locally recruited interpreters)

C. Costs borne by the ITU 

Preparation and follow-up of meetings

This includes the cost of preparation, translation, reproduction and dissemination of meeting 
documents and reports as  well as preparation of project proposals in consultation with 
members of the AR-RDC Coordination Committee and other development partners through 
missions, and telecommunications and by mail. The cost of all this is estimated as follows:

Manpower requirements: Professional staff: 12 m/m US$ 144 000
Secretarial support: 6 m/m US$ 30 000

Communication and mailing costs US$ 3 000
Translation and reproduction of documents US$ 10 000

D. Other sources (which may include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes)

Cost of participation of 12 participants from countries with GNP/capita < US$ 3 000

Annual cost: 12x2 000x2 (two meetings per year) US$ 48 000



Costs for implementation of projects proposed by the AR-RDC Coordination Committee are 
not included in this estimate.

A summary of the annual costs of the AR-RDC Coordination Committee is given below.
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Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting 
the AR-RDC Coordination Committee

(assuming an average of two 3-day meetings/year)

Sources of finance

Item Participating
countries/-
organizations

Host organization 
(rotating)

BDT 
(regular budget)

Other sources 1

Participation of 
Committee members 
in meetings 
(travel+DSA)

Avge per participant:2 
2x2 000 = 4 000

2x12X 2000 = 

48 0002

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous

interpretation3

(2x5 000)

National staff working 
in their own 
organizations

Prof. staff: 4 m/m 
Secret, staff: 4 m/m

BDT staff, including 
mission costs and 
participation in 
meeting

Professional staff: 
3+94 = 12 m/m = 
144 000
Secretarial support: 
6 m/m = 30 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 10 000

Communication and 
mailinq costs

3 000 5 000

Total 189 000 48 000

1 "Other sources" may in som e c a se s  and to a  limited extent include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes.
2 This is an estim ated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance betw een the location of the 

participant's organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed  that funds m ust also be  raised from other sources to 
secure the  participation of a t least one participant from all the countries in the region (except for countries with GDP/capita>US$
3 000 which are  assum ed  to bear the cost of their own participation).

O
The cost estim ate for simultaneous interpretation (if required) is based  on recruitment of local interpreters.

4  3 m/m HQ staff + 9 m/m Regional Office staff



RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 2

RESTRUCTURING THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR IN THE ARAB STATES REGION

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

noting

1. the recommendation of the Independent Commission for World-Wide Telecommunications 
Development (1984) that governments should establish national policies and set specific 
objectives for the development of telecommunications;

2. the policy recommendations addressed to ITU Members in 1989 by the Advisory Group on 
Telecommunication Policy;

3. the decision of the Xlllth Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU (Nice, 1989) that each country 
has the right to choose, and the responsibility to define, the national telecommunication policy 
which best m eets the requirements of its people;

4. Resolution ATDC/90/RES1 (African Telecommunication Policy and Strategy) of the African 
Telecommunication Development Conference (Harare, 1990) which resolved inter alia, "... to 
create within the framework of the BDT a standing African Information and Telecommunication 
Policy Study Group (AITPSG)"]

5. Resolution EU-RDC/91 No. 1 (Telecommunications Policies, Strategies and Cooperative 
Mechanisms) of the European Regional Telecommunication Development Conference 
(Prague, 1991) which, inter alia, asked "... the BDT to organize a Working Group on models for 
telecommunications developm ent..." in the region concerned;

6. Resolution AM-RDC/92 No. 1 (Regional Mechanism for Telecommunication Policy) of the 
American Regional Telecommunication Development Conference (Acapulco, 1992) which 
resolved ”... to create a working group on telecommunication policies, under BDT coordination 
and in collaboration with governmental, regional and sub-regional telecommunication 
entities...";

7. the purpose of the Union and the catalytic role of the ITU/BDT as envisioned by Nice 
Resolution No. 14 (Changing Telecommunication Environment),

considering

1. the critical role played by telecommunications as  an engine of national economic growth and 
for regional integration;

2. that telecommunication policies should be developed in the context of an overall strategy to 
promote economic growth;

3. the tremendous technological advances and the subsequent incompatibility between the 
present structure of the sector and the new technologies being introduced;

4. the business community's rapidly increasing demand for new (value added) services;

5. the need to secure profitability of telecommunication operations and explore all possible 
sources of investment, including self-financing and investment from both public and private 
sector for network and service modernization and expansion;
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6. the need to take due account of users' needs and requirements in terms of quality of services,
tariffs, etc.;

7. the need to promote private enterprise in telecommunications services and equipment markets;

8. the need to promote open entry, that is, authorize the operation of multiple providers in
services and equipment markets where feasible and, where possible, place no limits on the 
number of entrants, in order to reap the benefits of competition;

9. the need to permit market and technological forces to operate where feasible in achieving the
country's public interest goals;

10. the need to establish transparent regulatory policies which:

- ensure equitable (fair) access by all partners/operators to the services market
- avoid possible disorders (e.g., spectrum congestion, etc.)
- provide safeguards against abuses of market powers by the telecommunication providers
- adapt the level of government regulation to each market segment
- apply accepted economic principles for cost-based pricing of common carrier services;
- encourage open transparent procurement by government-owned or controlled 

telecommunications providers;

11. that regulatory set-ups should:

a) completely separate telecommunications functions from other government activities 
(such as postal administration), and completely separate telecommunications regulatory 
functions from telecommunications operational functions;

b) establish an administrative regulatory entity which, subject to the governmental structure 
of the individual country, permits regulatory decision-makers to be as insulated as 
possible from arbitrary political shifts;

c) create checks and balances for the structure, operation and funding of the regulatory 
entity to ensure consistency of decision-making and accountability in accordance with 
established goals and objectives;

d) establish regulatory procedures that are efficient while also promoting openness and 
fairness;

12. that sectoral restructuring will only be brought about if there is clearly-formulated and applied
political will which, in turn, requires understanding the role telecommunications play in the
socio-economic and cultural development at national, regional and global levels;

13. that, at the regional level, countries that have similar cultural roots might do well to join their
efforts in the elaboration of common policies and strategies as well as  development models 
which, mutatis mutandis, could be successfully applied to various countries within the 
framework of national sovereignty and legal context;

14. that the adoption of regionally coordinated policies and institutional structures will lead to an 
enhanced, mutual understanding and regional cooperation which would in time produce 
synergistic approaches to resolving common problems,

urges

countries of the region to establish, where it does not already exist, a high-level National 
Coordination Committee to study and propose to the government appropriate national information 
and telecommunication policies that will cover the regulation and operation of the sector,
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recommends

that this National Coordination Committee include high-level representatives from the following 
sectors:

- telecommunications
- information
- finance
- planning
- agriculture
- trade/industry

and users' representatives: 

resolves

1. to create a regional Working Group on telecommunication policies and strategies under BDT 
coordination with representatives of the National Coordination Committees mentioned in urges 
above and in collaboration with governmental, regional and sub-regional telecommunication 
entities, with the following mandate:

a) to assist the Arab States in adopting policies which will serve as guide-lines for the 
harmonious development of their telecommunication systems within the general 
framework of their national strategies for economic, social and cultural development;

b) to contribute to the regional coordination of telecommunication policies to strengthen the 
process of the regional integration of Arab States;

2. that the tasks and functions of the Working Group on telecommunication policies and strategies 
are:

a) to develop models and guide-lines for national policies and institutional structures, to 
suggest the methods and entities required to achieve regionally coordinated regulations 
and reform in the sector, and also to carry out case studies with a view to evaluating the 
social and economic implications of structural reforms;

b) to compile and make a comparative analysis of laws, regulations, contracts and service 
agreements, taking advantage of existing examples; to prepare and keep an up-to-date 
annotated bibliography of telecommunication policies as an aid for research workers and 
relevant authorities;

c) to promote the exchange of information and permanent consultation between the 
countries of the region on international matters related to telecommunications such as 
the current GATTs Uruguay Round of negotiations;

d) to carry out and coordinate research on technological trends, the strategic implications of 
the information technology revolution and its impact on economic, social, educational 
and cultural development as well as on regional integration;

3. that the BDT should ensure coordination with other similar working groups set up by the 
development conferences of other regions with a view to avoiding duplication of work and 
optimizing the use of available resources;

4. that the working methods of the Group be the following:

a) the Working Group should be supported by ad hoc team s of experts on inter alia:

- regulatory matters
- operations/service quality
- international relations/agreements/tariffs/revenue sharing, etc.
- restructuring and financing strategies
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b) the Working Group could work by correspondence and should meet at least once a year 
and submit its findings to the AR-RDC Coordination Committee;

c) the Working Group should meet earlier than the Council of Ministers to ensure that 
consolidated and regionally coordinated proposals for structural innovation reach the 
appropriate political and decision-making levels through the AR-RDC Coordination 
Committee;

d) the chairmanship of the Working Group should be attributed on an annual, rotational 
basis, and the chairperson's country should host the Working Group meeting for that year 
in accordance with normal ITU procedure.
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ADDENDUM

RESTRUCTURING THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR IN THE ARAB STATES REGION

C o st  ESTIMATE AND POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FINANCE

The estimates below are based on the assumption that the Working Group m eets twice a 
year. They do not include the cost of the National Coordination Committees (an average of 4 m/m 
professional staff and 4 m/m secretarial staff per year and per participating country is estimated for 
work directly related to the AR-RDC Coordination Committee).

Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting the Working Group
(assuming two 3-day meetings/year)

Sources of finance

Item Participating 
countries/ organizations

Host country 
(rotating)

BDT 
(regular budget)

Other sources^

Participation of WG 
m em bers in meetings 
(travel + DSA)

Avge per participant:2 
2x2 000 = 4 000

2x12X2000 = 
4 8 0 0 0 2

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous
interpretation2

(2x5 000)

National staff working 
in their own 
organizations

Prof. staff: 4 m/m 
Secretarial staff: 4 m/m

BDT staff, including 
mission costs and 
participation in 
meeting

Professional staff: 
3+34 = 6 m/m = 
7 2 000
Secretarial support: 
4 m/m = 20 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 10 000

Communication and 
mailing costs

3 000 5 000

Consultants 3 m/m = 45 0005
Total 107000 93 000

1 "Other sources" may in som e c a s e s  and to a  limited extent include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes.

2 This is an estimated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance between the location of the
participants organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed  that funds m ust also be raised from other sources to
secure the participation of a t  least one participant from all the countries in the region (except for countries with GDP/capita>US$
3 000 which are  assum ed to bear the cost of their own participation).

q
The cost estim ate for sim ultaneous interpretation (if required) is based  on recruitment of local interpreters.

4 3 m/m HQ staff + 3 m/m Regional Office staff.
5 This could be  provided in cash  or in Kind.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 3

ARAB STATES TELECOMMUNICATIONS DATABASE

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

Considering

1. the need for an Arab States telecommunications database as a repository of 
telecommunication information, including goals and policies, development plans, projects, 
indicators, switching exchange configurations, international links and traffic, transmission 
systems, human resources and training data. This information should be useful to a diverse 
group of users such as analysts, planners, policy makers, researchers and others. The 
database should provide, inter alia:

- rapid information retrieval for the entire region

- coordination of telecommunication networks (e.g., allowing Administrations to analyze and 
choose transit points for their traffic within the region)

- comparisons permitting Administrations to gain from the experience of others

- information for cooperative activities such a s  training or common equipment procurement

- technical and administrative management of networks

- a reference for study and planning purposes;

2. that the interaction required with all countries to obtain data, translation requirements,
verification and harmonization of information is best handled by an entity with a regional 
mandate;

3. that, while a regional database is useful for interregional cooperation and analysis, it does not
provide the detail necessary for the management of all data needed at country level (e.g., 
management of exchange information at the province/town/village level, detailed national 
transmission information, etc.), and that a national telecommunication database for managing 
country data would greatly assist the participating Administrations and make it easier for them 
to provide the information to the regional database,

recalling

1. that there have been earlier efforts to establish an Arab Telecommunications Database during
the period 1974-87, that the Regional UNDP/ITU Project MEDARABTEL collected
telecommunication statistics for the project's then 21-member Arab States, that when the 
project ended, the data was transferred to the Arab Telecommunications Union (ATU) and 
when the ATU was dissolved, the database ceased to exist;

2. that in 1992, the Permanent Telecommunication Committee decided that a database
containing telecommunication information was needed for the region to enhance cooperation 
and analysis and that the ITU accepted to include this within the framework of a new network in 
the on-going UNDP/ITU Project MODARABTEL (RAB/89/001) and appointed Syria "lead 
country" for the network;
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3. that at the first experts' meeting for this database (Damascus, May 1992) with representatives 
from Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Tunisia, MODARABTEL and the Telecommunications Development 
Bureau (BDT), a questionnaire (Survey on the Telecommunication Sector for the Arab States) 
was designed and sent to all Arab States;

4. that the BDT designed a prototype system based on the aforementioned questionnaire and 
data had been entered for ten countries;

5. that in order to enhance the functionality of the system:

- Arabic and French need to be added

- a module needs to be developed to overlay telecommunication information with geographic 
locations

- a more user-friendly interface for query and retrieval needs to be developed

- integration with other applications such as spreadsheets, word processors and statistical 
packages needs to be implemented

- a national database component needs to be added

- documentation needs to be written and further training arranged;

6. that the concerned network in the MODARABTEL Project will arrange for implementation of the 
required features and enhancements and extend the system to include a national 
telecommunication database component, prepare documentation, and arrange initial training 
and that these activities will be completed at the scheduled date for completion of the 
MODARABTEL Project,

resolves

1. that the regional database continue to be developed by the MODARABTEL Project and 
implemented in coordination with the Permanent Telecommunication Committee of the Arab 
League, the BDT Information Systems Unit and the Regional Office for the Arab States in 
Cairo;

2. that the activities of the MODARABTEL Group of Experts for the Database Network be 
continued upon project completion by a Working Group on Telecommunication Development 
Indicators for the Arab States which will, with the assistance of BDT staff and other specialists, 
as required:

a) coordinate the further development of the national database, including management 
information required at the national level, as  well as  indicators and other information 
required at the regional and international levels, and train national staff to use said 
database;

b) monitor the regional and national database activities on a continuous basis;

c) review the choice of indicators and other information;

d) provide administrative guidance on indicator and statistical matters, and coordinate with
other regions initiatives in this area (e.g., Telecommunication Information Exchange for 
Central and Eastern Europe, BDT Working Group on Telecommunication Development 
Indicators for the Americas Region) to ensure continuity and compatibility with databases 
and indicators used in other regions,

requests

the BDT to mobilize resources for the maintenance and enhancement of the Arab States 
regional and national databases once the MODARABTEL Project comes to an end.
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ADDENDUM 

ARAB STATES TELECOMMUNICATIONS DATABASE

C o st  estimate and  po ssibl e  so u r c e s  o f finance

The estimates below are based on the assumption that each country will be equipped with the 
hardware (HW) and software (SW) required to implement the national database. However, both the 
hardware and the software need to be maintained and the applications will be continuously developed 
and improved which may require licence for new software.

Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting the Working Group
(assuming two 3-day meetings/year)

  Sources of finance___________________________________
Item Participating

organizations
Host organization 

(rotating)
BDT 

(regular budget)
Other sources 1

Updating and 
m aintenance of HW 
and SW

3 000 per organization 3 000 (plus SW- 
development - se e  
BDT staff below)

Participation of WG 
m em bers in meetings

Avge per participant:2 
2x2 000 = 4  000 
(travel + DSA)

2x12x2 000 = 48 0002

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous
interpretation3

(2x5 000)

National staff working 
in their own 
orqanizations

Prof. staff: 4  m/m 
Secretarial staff: 4 m/m

BDT staff, for 

development of 
database and 
counselling (including 
mission costs)

Prof. staff: 3+34 = 
6m/m = 72 000 
Secretarial support 
4 m/m = 20 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 10 000

Communication and 
mailinq costs

3 000 5 000

Consultants 3  m/m = 45 0005

Total 110 000 9 3 0 0 0

1 "Other sources" may in som e c a s e s  and to a  limited extent include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes.
27his is an estim ated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance betw een the location of the participant's 

organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed that funds m ust be raised from other sources to secure  the participation 
of a t least one participant from all the countries in the region (except the countries with GDP/capita>3 000 which are assum ed to 
bear the cost of their own participation).

3The cost estim ate for sim ultaneous interpretation (if required) is based  on recruitment of local interpreters.
4 3 m/m HQ staff + 3/m/m Regional Office staff.
5This could be provided in cash  or in kind.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 4

FINANCING STRATEGIES, INVESTMENT CONSIDERATIONS AND 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the critical role played by telecommunications as an engine of national economic growth and 
regional cooperation;

2. that telecommunications policies should be developed in the context of an overall strategy to 
promote economic growth;

3. the important link between access to financing for infrastructure development and regulatory 
and institutional processes;

®

4. the importance of exploring all possible avenues for attracting investment, including new 
financing techniques from both the public and private sectors;

5. that, regardless of the structure of the principal service provider, it is widely recognized there 
are considerable advantages to the licensing of more than one carrier,

recognizing *

1. that the telecommunications infrastructure in States of the region is in varying stages of 
development;

2. that each Administration will adopt development strategies appropriate to its circumstances,

invites the Administrations

to consider the following elements as means of promoting investment and financing of 
telecommunications in the region:

A. Sector structure

A.1 Separation of the telecommunications operation function from the policy-making and 
regulatory responsibilities of the government, accomplished according to national plans, 
can provide a more favourable investment climate;

B. Regulatory body

B.1 The regulatory function of the State should ensure transparency of decision-making, so 
as to promote confidence on the part of operators, investors and subscribers and thus 
encourage investment in the sector;
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C. Regulatory framework

C.1 A regulatory framework that allows fair competition and reliance on market forces, as 
appropriate to national circumstances, can attract domestic and foreign investment and 
new sources of expertise;

C.2 The restructuring of the telecommunications sector should be guided by the objectives of 
enhancing efficiency, inter-operability, increased accessibility of service, and improved 
quality of service;

C.3 Adoption of an appropriate market structure for the provision of value-added services, 
terminal equipment and other services based on new technologies can enhance the 
investment climate;

C.4 Reinvestment of telecommunication earnings into the infrastructure provides an impetus 
for modernization of networks and enhances the climate for investors;

D. Pricing policies

D.1 Operating entities should be encouraged to set prices that attract investment in the 
sector;

D.2 Price reform, especially adopting tariffs which are more closely aligned with actual costs,
can generate more traffic and additional sources of revenue and also prepare the 
industry for a more competitive environment, domestically and internationally;

D.3 Priority should be given to realigning local tariffs with international tariffs and to
redressing the imbalance between local and long-distance rates;

D.4 When necessary, mechanisms should be developed to target subsidies to low income
subscribers and high cost exchange areas to reduce the overall level of subsidy required 
and promote efficiency;

D.5 Accounting rates for international services should be cost-oriented and should take into
account relevant cost trends. Each administration should apply these principles to all 
relations on a non-discriminatory basis, that is, the sam e rate should be available to each 
operator on the sam e terms and conditions;

D.6 Administrations should seek to achieve cost-oriented accounting rates in an expeditious 
manner, recognizing that less developed countries needing to make significant 
reductions in accounting rates may need to do so over a period of time;

E. Other measures to attract investment and financing

E.1 Liberalized foreign investment policies, such as lifting restrictions on foreign ownership, 
eliminating restrictions on repatriation of profits, and removing currency controls, are key 
elements in promoting the development of the telecommunications infrastructure;

F. Novel sources and strategies of financing

F.1 In addition to the wide variety of bilateral and multilateral sources of funding, such as the 
donor agencies in developed countries, the IBRD, UNDP and other institutions, operating 
entities seeking financing should also consider novel sources and strategies for 
financing, such as joint ventures and private sector sources;

resolves

to entrust the Working Group on telecommunication policies and strategies set up by 
Resolution No. 2 with also the additional task of considering the matters above and other issues of 
financing strategies, investment considerations and international cooperation in telecommunications 
development.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 5

APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE FOR LEBANON

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

having noted

1. Resolution No. 74 of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Nairobi, 1982) entitled "Assistance to 
Lebanon";

2. The findings contained in the United Nations Inter-Agency Report on "Special Economic and 
Disaster Relief Assistance in Lebanon" to which the ITU contributed, and which resulted in 
consideration by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) at its forty-sixth session 
(November 1991) of a Report by the Secretary-General entitled "Assistance for the 
Reconstruction and Development of Lebanon";

3. Lebanon, Aid Coordination Meeting, Chairman's Report of Proceedings, (Paris,
12 December 1991);

4. The Republic of Lebanon: Reconstruction - Project Profiles in Telecommunications, prepared 
by the Government of Lebanon (CDR) (Beirut, 1991);

5. The ITU Special Voluntary Programme sheet for assistance: Lebanon - Rehabilitation of the 
Telecommunication Network (19 March 1992);

6. The ITU mission to Lebanon (29 March -1 2  April 1992), radio and sound broadcasting;

7. Rehabilitation of the Lebanese Telecommunication Network, ITU mission 
(3-16 December 1991);

8. The World Bank Report on the "Recent Economic Developments and Emergency 
Rehabilitation ... in Selected Priority Sectors in Lebanon";

9. AR-RDC Document 21(Rev.1) - Synthesis Report: Assistance required for the Rehabilitation 
and/or Reconstruction & Development of Lebanon's Telecommunications Networks and 
Services;

10. The ITU High Level Committee (HLC) Recommendations Nos. 29 and 30 calling on the 
Telecommunications Development Bureau (BDT) to act as a catalyst in mobilizing resources 
for telecommunications development,

recalling

that Lebanon is confronted with a major reconstruction task to overcome heavy losses 
sustained during 16 years of civil strife which disrupted essential public services, destroyed physical 
assets, caused immense human suffering and inflicted heavy losses on the economy,

considering

that the Lebanese people are confident of their ability to rebuild their country, but that an initial 
external investment is required to launch the process of reconstruction,
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bearing in mind

the latest UN Resolution (45/225, 1990) which requests the Secretary-General of that 
organization to continue and intensify his efforts to mobilize all possible assistance to help Lebanon in 
its effort to rebuild its economy, the Government of Lebanon seeking international aid and financial 
support to carry out urgent rehabilitation and reconstruction projects,

considering

that the telecommunication network was severely damaged - and in som e instances completely 
wiped out - thus requiring immediate technical assistance (US$ 1.5 million) and substantial capital 
investment US$ 174.56 million for the rehabilitation of the network and US$ 850 million to restore its 
full operation in accordance with a programme that will be implemented over a period of five years,

appeals

for immediate support from the world community: Member countries of the region, other 
countries, bi- and multilateral development finance institutions,

instructs

the Secretary-General of the ITU and the Chairman of the AR-RDC to bring this Resolution 
immediately to the attention of the world community.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 6

PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATION IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) 

AND IN RELATED AREAS OF HIGHER SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

AND LOCAL MANUFACTURE OF TELECOMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. that most of the Arab countries (apart from some countries facing major difficulties due to post
war consequences and some LDCs) are engaged in significant development programmes in so 
far as their telecommunications infrastructure is concerned;

2. that the prospects for future network development and investment in the region are very 
promising;

3. that the highly advanced technology that is increasingly being used worldwide has widened the 
scope and complexity of modern telecommunications;

4. that in terms of service development, telephony remains the dominant service in the Arab 
Region, and that in addition to basic telephone, telex, telegraph and data transmission (mostly 
via the telephone network and packet-switched data networks in some countries), other 
services such as mobile cellular telephone, facsimile (and to a lesser degree paging), have 
been introduced in some Arab countries;

5. that much remains to be done with respect to other new services, including the introduction of 
ISDN, and subsequently of broadband ISDN-B on a trial and gradual basis for business 
customers in some Arab countries;

6. that with a view to mastering advanced technology and the evolution of service development, 
thereby closing the knowledge gap and creating employment opportunities, Arab countries 
need to rapidly mobilize the resources required for building and/or strengthening their own 
human skills and capabilities in Research and Development (R&D) as well as in higher 
scientific and technical education and local manufacture of telecommunication equipment 
(LMTE);

7. the recommendations of the Independent Commission for World-Wide Telecommunications 
Development concerning R&D and LMTE (the Missing Link report, ch. 7, December, 1984), as 
well as the recommendations of the South Commission in Science and Technology (Overview 
and Summary of the South Commission Report, Geneva, 1990);

8. Recommendation ATDC-90/REC1 "Development of Telecommunication Equipment 
Manufaccturing Industries in Africa" of the African Telecommunication Development 
Conference (Harare, 1990),

noting

the work performed by international and regional organizations, in particular the
MODARABTEL Project in this respect,
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resolves

to request the ITU/BDT to undertake a comprehensive feasibility study with the active 
participation of Arab multi-disciplinary team s composed of scientists, engineers and economists and 
in close cooperation with concerned international and regional organizations as well as national 
institutions, with the following terms of reference:

a) to define the areas of research, higher scientific and technical education and 
industrialization in which, for the sake of efficiency and economies of scale, 
implementation requires the full cooperation of all Arab States. A tentative list of 
potential areas of R&D, higher education and industrialization that may benefit from sub
regional and regional cooperation is given in the appendices;

b) to prepare proposals for sub-regional and regional agreements governing cooperation in 
these fields;

c) to assess and analyze the present status of research, higher scientific and technical 
education, and local manufacture in the telecommunications sector;

d) to assess and analyze the outputs and achievements of existing telecommunication 
training centres and institutes and formulate recommendations for their improvement;

e) to elaborate, based on the foregoing evaluation and analyses, a proposal for a national, 
sub-regional and regional plan of action in higher scientific and technical education, R&D 
and industrialization;

f) to identify the prerequisite conditions for creating and/or strengthening national, sub
regional and regional R&D centres;

g) to formulate sub-regional and regional projects and programmes in R&D that could be 
considered and approved by the parties concerned and/or by the AR-RDC Coordination 
Committee,

calls upon

UNIDO, UNESCO and other concerned development partners to assist the ITU in this 
undertaking,

decides

that the activities to be carried out be the following:

a) to collect information on ongoing R&D;

b) to identify potential areas of R&D and higher education cooperation;

c) . to transfer the state-of-the-art and know-how by using specialists and researchers who
are already available in the region (TCDC);

d) to call upon expertise from industrialized countries to assist in carrying out feasibility
studies; and

e) to conduct courses from time to time at existing R&D institutions or university(ies),
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requests

the ITU/BDT to:

a) provide coordination support to the network and ensure the transfer of similar 
experiences from other regions by participating in meetings and facilitating networking 
and twinning arrangements with institutions in industrialized countries;

b) administer the recruitment of external consultants as and when required;

c) assist in undertaking feasibility studies and in the preparation of proposals for R&D 
cooperation as well as  in mobilizing resources for identified and viable cooperation 
projects.



- 8 3 -

APPENDIX 1

POSSIBLE AREAS OF ARAB COOPERATION IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

1. Electronic components, devices and circuits

- electronic components and devices
- computer-assisted design of electronic systems
- analog and digital systems
- VLSI circuit architecture, design and technology.

2. Communications

- telecommunication components and devices
- analog and digital communications
- switching systems
- transmission systems
- satellite telecommunications
- opto-electric devices and optical telecommunications
- microwave devices and systems
- information theory and error correction.

3. Signal processing

Modelling and architecture for signal processing, acoustics, pattern recognition and voice 
processing.

4. Image processing

- analog and digital video-frequency techniques
- optical processing of information
- digital processing and image synthesis
- high-definition television.

5. Networks and services

Network architecture, local networks.
Teleinformatic techniques, data transmission networks, security and data transmission 
networks, packet switching, datacommunications and computer networks, integrated services 
digital network (ISDN), business networks, PABXs and ISDN, telematic services, electronic 
filing, electronic m essage handling, network engineering and planning.

6. Informatics

- informatic components: cabled and microprogrammed logic, 8-16 bit and 32 bit 
microprocessors, memory boards, applications

- informatics and languages
- artificial intelligence, expert systems and databases
- microsystem software and real time
- mainframe system software (as applied to switching systems).

7. Telecommunication economics and management.
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APPENDIX 2

TELECOMMUNICATIONS - POSSIBLE AREAS OF 
ARAB COOPERATION IN INDUSTRIALIZATION

1. Telephone sets and terminals

2. Devices, equipment and tools for local networks

3. Digital Private Automatic Branch (PABX)

4. Small- and medium-capacity digital exchanges and concentrators

5. Small- and medium-capacity digital radio-relay systems

6. Maintenance, traffic and quality-of-service supervision devices

7. - Electronic components, devices and circuits
- VLSI circuits, computer-assisted design (CAD)
- Opto-electronic components and devices

8. Software development

9. Tools and software for: planning, engineering, operation and management of
telecommunication networks and services, demand and traffic forecasting, computer-assisted 
planning, market surveys, subscriber system databases, computerized management and 
network security.
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ADDENDUM

PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATION IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D)
AND IN RELATED AREAS OF HIGHER SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

AND LOCAL MANUFACTURE OF TELECOMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT

Estimated c o st  and  po ssibl e  so u r c e s  of finance

The estimate made below does not include salaries and other cost of national staff (as they 
are not requested to do anything in addition to their normal work) but includes funding of their mission 
to meetings, to attend key events in other countries or for TCDC (10 national experts per year).

Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting the R&D Network
(assuming two 3-day meetings/year)

Sources of finance
Item Participating

countries/organizations
Host country 

(rotating)
BDT 

(regular budget)
Other sources^

Participation of 
Network m em bers in 
meetings

Avge per participant:2 
2x2 000 = 4  000 
(travel +DSA)

2x12x2000 = 

48 0002

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous
interpretation3

(2x2x5 000)

Missions of R&D staff 
to industrialized 
countries or for TCDC

10x4 000 = 40 0004 
(travel+DSA)

BDT staff, for 
development of 
database and 
counselling (including 
mission costs)

Prof. staff: 1+15 = 
2m/m = 24 000 
Secretarial support: 
1 m/m = 5 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 5 000

Communication and 
mailinq costs

1 000 2 0 0 0

Consultants 3 m/m = 45 0006

Total 36 000 133 000

f "Other sources" may in som e ca se s  and to a  limited extent include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes.
2 This is an estim ated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance betw een the location of the 

participant's organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed that funds m ust be raised from other sources to secu re  the 
participation of a t least one participant from all the countries in the region (except the countries with GDP/capita>3 000 which are 
assum ed to bear the cost of their own participation).

2 The cost estim ate for simultaneous interpretation (if required) is based on recruitment of local interpreters.
4 Based on 10 national R&D staff undertaking one mission each per year of an average duration of one month.
5 1 m/m HQ staff + 1 m/m Regional Office staff/per Network.

® This could be provided in cash  or in kind.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 7

IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL FREQUENCY MANAGEMENT IN THE ARAB STATES

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States 
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. that the radio frequency spectrum is a limited natural resource and is of strategic importance to 
the world in general and to nations specifically;

2. that while international coordination and regulation have been a feature of management of the 
radiofrequency spectrum under the auspices of the ITU, efficient national spectrum 
management cam e to be recognized as a fundamental prerequisite to nations' development of 
sound radiocommunication infrastructures;

3. that there is a growing awareness in Administrations of the importance of national frequency 
management and in particular for its computerization;

4. that the BDT through an ITU inter-organ working group, has started developing a computerized 
national frequency management system suitable for developing countries,

resolves

that the BDT, in collaboration with the Arab States, implement the attached plan of action 
aiming at the improvement of national frequency management in the Arab States;

This plan of action should ensure:

a) the elaboration of frequency management unit models which would enable the Arab 
States to comply with their obligations deriving from the Radio Regulations and to deal 
with all aspects of national frequency management as described in the IFRB/CCIR 
Manual (1988);

b) the introduction of computer applications for frequency management;

c) the development/modification of appropriate software programmes (database 
management system supported by PCs) for national frequency management with regard 
to the special needs of the region;

d) development and implementation of a training programme on how to operate such a 
computerized Frequency Management System,

requests

1. countries with advanced experience in this field to cooperate by providing facilities, e.g. in an
existing telecommunication training centre;

2. each Administration in the Arab States to provide information on the present situation of its
frequency management set up;

3. each Administration in the Arab States to nominate an expert to support and supervise the
implementation of the regional programme;

4. the BDT to prepare an annual report on the progress and achievements of the regional 
programme for the Administrations concerned and for the AR-RDC Coordinating Committee.
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PLAN OF ACTION

A meeting, lasting five working days, shall be convened in April/May 1993 with a dual 
objective:

1.1 to give participants a better understanding of the AR-RDC Conference's decisions by 
way of a two-day seminar to be organized by the IFRB on the international (rights and 
obligations of Members) and national aspects of spectrum management;

1.2 during the last three days of the meeting, to begin implementation of som e of the 
elements of this Resolution, namely:

- identifying objectives for national frequency management in the Arab countries;
- analysing existing structures;
- developing possible models for national frequency management units, taking account 

of the national structures which already exist in telecommunication organizations in the 
Arab countries; this task will be greatly facilitated by the Manual published by the IFRB 
and CCIR in 1988;

- analysis of a report to be provided by the ITU inter-organ working group 
(BDT/IFRB/CCIR) on the development of a computerized national frequency 
management system; this analysis will enable the meeting to contribute to the group's 
work by way of specific requests.

Creation of a Group of Experts

That the meeting scheduled for the spring of 1993 set up a group of experts, operating mainly 
by correspondence with ITU support (BDT/IFRB/CCIR), to work in the following areas:

- survey of computer applications (software) developed by other countries;
- possible adjustment of that software for the specific requirements of Arab countries;
- identification and survey of training facilities;
- development of a training programme;
- follow-up, in cooperation with the BDT and the IFRB, of the application of the present 

Resolution.

Action to be taken

3.1 The BDT shall organize the meeting in the spring of 1993.

Deadline: end January 1993

3.2 The IFRB shall prepare the programme for the meeting.

Deadline: mid-Januarv 1993

3.3 Egypt kindly offered to host the meeting.

Deadline: mid-December 1992

3.4 The ITU inter-organ working group (BDT/IFRB/CCIR) is invited to submit to the above- 
mentioned meeting an interim report on its work by mid-March 1993.

3.5 Invitations to the meeting shall be sent to Administrations before mid-Februarv 1993.

Organization of a meeting of frequency management specialists of Arab States
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IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL FREQUENCY MANAGEMENT 
IN THE ARAB STATES

C o st  estimate and  po ssibl e  so u r c e s  of finance

Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting the Network which will participate in 
the setting up of frequency management units in each concerned Administration and in the 
development and adaptation of software for national frequency management (assuming two 3-day 
meetings/year, including the training of end-users). It is further assumed that one regional (or two 
sub-regional) monolingual training course(s) on frequency management-related issues are 
organized per year (see Resolution AR-RDC/92 No. 11 for detailed cost estimates).

Sources of finance
Item Participating

countries/-
organizations

Host country 
(rotating)

BDT
(regular budget)

Other sources 1

Participation of WG 
m em bers in meetings 
(travel + DSA)

Avge cost per 
participant:2 
2 x 2 000 = 4 000

2x12X2000 = 

48 0002

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous

interpretation3

(2x5 000)

National staff working 
in their own 
orqanizations

Prof. staff: 4 m/m 
Secretarial staff: 
4  m/m

BDT staff, including 
mission costs and 
participation in 
meeting

Professional staff: 
3+34= 6 m/m =
72 000
Secretarial support: 
4 m/m = 20 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 10 000

Communication and 
mailinq costs

30 0 0 5 000

Consultants 3 m/m = 45 0005
Training course 56 500 67 200

(24 fellowships)
Total 163 500 160 200

 ̂ "Other sources" may in som e ca se s  and to a  limited extent include ITU/BDT budget allocations for special purposes.
2 This is an estimated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance between the location of the 
participant's organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed that funds m ust also be raised from other sources to secure 
the participation of a t least one participant from all the countries in the region (except for countries with GDP/capita>US$ 3 000 which 
are  assum ed to bear the cost of their own participation).

3 The cost estim ate for sim ultaneous interpretation (if required) is based on recruitment of local interpreters.
4 3 m/m HQ staff + 3 m/m Regional Office staff.

5 This could be  provided in cash  or in kind.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 8

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECT FOR RURAL AREAS 

AND LOW-INCOME POPULATIONS

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the large number of people in rural areas and in low-income urban areas in the Arab States
having no access to basic telephone services;

2. that information and telecommunication technologies, including radio, television and
microcomputers, are powerful means for spreading knowledge, for distance training and for 
linking rural communities with farming and stock-raising research centres, universities, supply 
and marketing businesses, government offices and central hospitals, and thus for raising the 
productivity and improving the living conditions of vast rural populations;

3. that the provision of information and telecommunication technologies for rural areas and low-
income urban areas will:

a) increase access to information for the marketing and distribution of agricultural products
and goods manufactured in rural and low-income urban areas;

b) make it easier for small, rural and urban businesses on the one hand to access
information on special loans and technical cooperation and on the other for development 
partners to assess the needs for investment and assistance in these areas, and thereby 
contribute to channeling credits to small, rural and urban businesses;

c) improve the effectiveness of technical cooperation programmes for rural development in
occupational sectors other than telecommunications;

d) besides the rational location of businesses, enable a more efficient use of transport,
energy and other infrastructures, and thus generally contribute to improving business 
competitiveness and to a reduction of pollution levels;

4. that the concept of Community Teleservice Centres could offer cost-effective solutions for
providing rural communities and deprived urban areas with new information technology and 
telecommunication services such as microcomputers, facsimile, datacommunication, facilities 
for "teleworking", etc., as well as with the training and initial support required to use such 
facilities;

5. that the global strategy of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), entitled
"Human Development", regards communications as a vital personal need, any deficiency in 
that respect being a factor for economic and social exclusion;

6. that there is an opportunity for telephone Administrations to increase their income by
introducing new services in rural and low-income areas also, on the understanding that cost- 
based tariffs which stimulate investment in such services also are introduced;

7. that even when a vast experience and research exists in technology, network structure and the
organization of rural telecommunications, much of this information is not available in a format 
suitable for the development of rural telecommunications in the region;
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8. the danger that development of rural telecommunications will be disregarded as a consequence 
of the restructuring of the telecommunication sector unless measures are taken to safeguard 
the principle of universal service;

9. Resolution AM-RDC/92 - BDT regional telecommunications programme for rural areas and low- 
income strata - adopted by the American Regional Telecommunication Development 
Conference (Acapulco, 1992),

resolves

1. to request the BDT, in collaboration with governmental, regional and sub-regional 
telecommunication entities to set up, within a period of one year, a regional 
telecommunications development project for rural areas and low-income strata in the Arab 
S tates1. This should:

a) define telecommunication service network and organization models for rural areas and 
low-income strata that can be adapted and applied in the countries of the region in order 
to meet the fundamental communication needs of individuals and communities;

b) organize and distribute existing information on rural telecommunication technologies,
networks and organizational structures, in support of the Region's efforts towards
telecommunications development in rural and other unattended areas;

c) evaluate appropriate technologies for introducing telecommunication services in rural 
areas including technical specifications and the cost of standard equipment, the 
characteristics of cellular telephony systems for fixed use in rural areas and the 
associated use of the frequency spectrum and unconventional energy sources such as 
solar photocells;

d) coordinate economic studies on the cost and impact of rural telecommunication 
programmes, and propose transparent subsidy schemes for low-income strata and high- 
cost areas, with a view to improving access to telecommunication services in these 
areas and encouraging efficient operation of networks;

e) promote the experimental introduction in the region of Community Teleservice Centres
or similar structures both in rural areas and in low-income urban areas, and evaluate
their use and social, economic and cultural impact;

f) analyse and consider the possible adaptation to the Arab States context of initiatives and 
special types of financial support for the development of rural telecommunications that 
have been successfully introduced in developed countries and/or regions so as to 
facilitate access to preferential credits for modernizing networks;

g) coordinate a training programme on rural telecommunications with a view to identifying 
forms of financial self-sufficiency, with particular emphasis on the technical and 
commercial aspects, and produce a rural telecommunications handbook based on the 
existing documentation and handbooks developed by the ITU for other regions, for use at 
the seminars;

2. to invite countries with extensive experience in this field to cooperate in the training of human 
resources for this type of service;

3. to invite each Arab State Administration to nominate an expert who would support and 
supervise implementation of this regional programme;

1 The organizational set-up of the programme/project(s) for the developm ent of rural telecommunications, including clearly
defined objectives, the inputs required, the workplans, etc. is part of the programme/project document(s) to be prepared. At this 
stage  only the resources required to design the programme/project(s) can be estim ated a t som e 3 m/m (BDT).
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4. to request the ITU also to include the Arab States in the series of research and case studies on 
the social, economic and cultural impact of national rural telecommunication programmes 
which it may initiate in response to Resolutions adopted by previous development conferences 
for other regions;

5. to request the BDT to prepare an annual report on the progress and achievements of the 
regional project for the development of rural telecommunications, including the results of 
research into its social, economic and cultural impact. This report should be submitted to the 
AR-RDC Coordination Committee,

and appeals to

national telecommunication Administrations and other organizations, the UNDP, the World 
Bank, the AFESD, the ISDB, the League of Arab States/Permanent Telecommunication Committee, 
the ASBU, URTNA1, ARABSAT, INTELSAT, other concerned space telecommunications 
organizations, the GCC, AMU, ESCWA, the ECA, ALESCO2, UNESCO, and the FAO to support and 
participate in the regional programme within their own specialized institutional activity.

1 Union of National Radio and Television Organizations of Africa.

2 Arab League of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations.



RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 9

INTERREGIONAL PROJECT OF THE ARAB AND EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 

BORDERING THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA "INMARTEL"

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States 
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the importance of modern telecommunication facilities at each harbour in the Mediterranean 
Sea to facilitate the proper and efficient functioning of such harbour;

2. the importance of the rapid and efficient exchange of m essages between harbours in the 
Mediterranean Sea to permit the accelerated loading and unloading operations and thereby 
render these operations more economical;

3. the close historical ties that exist between the Arab States and Europe in a variety of fields, 
including telecommunications, which have been mutually beneficial, and the need to extend 
collaboration to cover a new area related to the improvement of maritime port communications 
in the Mediterranean Sea;

4. the high priority given by European authorities to the rapid introduction of electronic data 
interchange (EDI) on the European continent in view of its 'booster' effect on business and 
trade, and the results achieved in this domain by the European Economic Community (EEC) 
MEDITEL project and by other concerned organizations;

5. the possibility of extending the MEDITEL project to cover the Arab States' Mediterranean 
harbours,

resolves

1. to endorse the interregional project appearing in the appendix;

2. to request the ITU/BDT to seek the necessary support from the European Governments 
bordering the Mediterranean Sea as well as from the EEC;

3. to appeal to those concerned for their financial support to ensure implementation of this 
interregional project.
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APPENDIX

INTERREGIONAL PROJECT OF THE ARAB AND EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS BORDERING
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA "INMARTEL"

Number and Title:

Duration:

ACC/UNDP Sector 
& Subsector:

Government Sector 
and Subsector:

INT(RBAS)90/000/A/01/20
Improvement of Maritime Port Communications ("INMARTEL") 

2 years

Transport & 
Communications (06) 
Telecommunications (0660)

Telecommu nications 
Administration and 
Maritime Port Authorities

UNDP and Cost-sharina 
Financing

UNDP
IPF
Other (specify)

Government 
Implementing Agency:

Executing Agency:

Ministry of Transport and/ 
or Communications

United Nations/ 
International Telecommu
nication Union (ITU)

Estimated starting date: January 1993

Government inputs: (in kind)
(in cash)

Third Party 
Cost-sharing 
(incl. Agency 
support costs)

UNDP & Cost- 
sharing Total $ 994,000

Brief Description: The project is designed to assist the authorities of the Arab States bordering
the Mediterranean Sea in upgrading the maritime port telecommunications between themselves and 
with the European Mediterranean ports. The project will focus on direct support.

On behalf of: Signature Date Name/Title

The Government ___________________  ___________ __________

The Executing Agency 

Third Party
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Context

The project is concerned with the improvement of maritime port telecommunications between 
Arab and European ports bordering the Mediterranean Sea by introducing modern telecommunication 
facilities and reinforcing this linkage.

The former or current assistance that was or is being rendered to the telecommunication sector 
of the concerned countries, both at the national and regional levels, does not take account of the 
need for a specific telecommunication network to service maritime ports.

Project justification

The volume of trade between the Arab World and the European countries is increasing 
constantly and will in all likelihood continue to do so making it even more essential for modern 
telecommunications to facilitate such trade.

It is expected that by the end of this project a plan of action on the interlinking of all Arab 
Mediterranean ports, including the European ones bordering the Mediterranean Sea, will serve as a 
tool for introducing modern telecommunication facilities, specifically electronic data interchange, to 
these ports.

The strategy to be applied consists of visits by experts/consultants to the countries concerned, 
assessm ents of existing situations and requirements, and preparation of a feasibility study which 
would become a substantive plan of action to be prepared and discussed with the interested countries 
prior to approval, finalization and eventual implementation.

Special considerations

The results of the project and implementation of the plan would:

- have a considerable positive impact on the ecological and safety aspects of the 
Mediterranean Sea,

- reinforce Arab/European links, and
- lead to investment potential.

Objective

To improve the telecommunication facilities between the Arab and European maritime ports 
bordering the Mediterranean Sea.

Output

An agreed plan of action to improve telecommunication facilities, including the introduction of 
new telecommunication services, in particular EDI, between Arab and European ports.

Activities
man/months

1. Organize a preparatory meeting for relevant authorities to agree 
on detailed work plan and activities 2

2. Gather information and assess  requirements 6

3. Prepare a draft feasibility study 4

4. Organize a meeting to discuss the findings and the proposed 
feasibility study and agree upon further action 2

5. Prepare a plan of action with detailed final cost estimates 6

6. Organize a final meeting to agree on proposed plan of action 4
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Estimated budget

Line 11 Consultants
40 m/m (using UNDP proforma cost)

Line 13 Administrative costs

Line 15 Travel costs

Line 16 Other costs

Line 30 Covers 3 meetings (preparatory, mid-term and final to approve
plan of action); also covers a tour visit to two modern telecom
munication port facilities in Europe

Line 51 Miscellaneous (also covers typing, reproduction of all documents
in three working languages (Arabic, French, English))

TOTAL (excluding ITU support costs)

US dollars

480.000

30.000

70.000

30.000

180.000

100,000

890,000
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 10

REGIONAL PROJECT FOR MODERN ARAB TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the importance of coherent telecommunication networks and services for the development of 
the economies in the Arab world;

2. the need for the statistical database for telecommunication development and the need for
datacommunications and new services to foster the development of the business sector;

3. the potential benefits of the electronic data interchange (EDI) as one of the new services for
trade and business;

4. the importance of standardization of bilingual (Arabic/Latin) terminals to ensure total
transparency and workability between users;

5. the particular importance of introducing in a harmonized way the datacommunications and new
services at the national and regional levels for the Arab world in accordance with international 
standards so as to ensure interoperability and world-wide procurement consistent with the 
network and service developments within the region, with neighbouring regions and throughout 
the world;

6. the need to coordinate and harmonize Arab efforts to develop telecommunication
infrastructures and introduce datacommunications and new and special services so as to avoid 
an overlapping of initiatives and to make optimal use of the available financial, material and 
human resources to the best satisfaction of users' needs at the national and regional levels;

7. the need to achieve economies of scale and to increase the volume of regional and
international traffic;

recognizing

1. the will to promote regional integration as a political, economic and social objective for all Arab
States, in particular in the telecommunication sector, as  a prerequisite to regional development 
in other sectors and in order to achieve economies of scale;

2. the will to promote integration into the region, for the benefit of the less developed States in the
region and hence of the whole group, of the know-how and experience gained at the national 
level as far as telecommunication services are concerned,
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. recalling

1. the existence of the UNDP/ITU/MODARABTEL regional project with the following collaboration 
networks fo r :

- Datacommunication
- New Services
- Applied Research
- Management Information System (MIS) in training
- Telecommunications statistical data base

2. the progress achieved within each of these two networks and the successful network approach 
used to achieve the project's objectives;

3. that the current project phase will terminate by 30 June 1994, 

resolves

1. to appeal to the MODARABTEL lead and sub-lead countries in all networks to maximize their 
efforts within the remaining period of the current project phase in order to achieve the required 
objectives;

2. to create a new cooperation network for the standardization of bilingual terminals in 
collaboration with all concerned parties and in particular with the ECMA (European Computer 
Manufacturers Association);

3. to call for the continuation of the MODARABTEL Project, Phase II, for a period of three years 
including four collaboration networks using the sam e approach as in previous phases with an 
estimated total cost of US $ 1.2 M (excluding ITU inputs);

4. to entrust the AR-RDC Coordination Committee with the task of identifying the new project 
phase's basic elements (that is to say, the objectives, outputs, activities, budget and work plan) 
and indicating which of the networks is to be retained and/or added, up to a maximum of four;

5. to appeal to all concerned Member Administrations, the League of Arab States, the concerned 
international and regional organizations, the development funds and banks, in particular the 
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD), the UNDP, the ITU and 
government development agencies, funds and other interested parties to participate in the new 
MODARABTEL Project Phase II and to support it financially, taking into account the fact that 
each network will cost approximately US$ 100,000 per year, and that for a sound result each 
network will require that activities are undertaken by the lead and sub-lead countries for a 
period of three years, bringing the total requirements for this new phase to US$ 1,200,000.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 11

REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF MANAGEMENT 

OF TELECOMMUNICATION ENTERPRISES, INCLUDING HUMAN RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (HRM/HRD)

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States 
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

noting

1. the need to adapt the organization and management of telecommunication enterprises to the 
changing telecommunication environment;

2. the urgent need for more and more specialized technical as  well as management training, 
caused by the rapidly changing technology and the necessity for telecommunication 
organizations to improve their efficiency and productivity in order to cope in the increasingly 
competitive environment, as  is reflected in many of the proposals for action submitted to the 
AR-RDC;

3. the need for better telecommunication and management training courses and support material 
in Arabic including an updated glossary on telecommunication terms, matched to the real 
training needs;

4. the new opportunities for potentially very cost-effective training offered by Technology-Based 
Training (TBT), including new media and distant learning, based on information technology and 
telecommu nications;

5. the need for international cooperation in the development and delivery of high-quality training 
and, in particular, TBT and distant learning courses, in order to make such training cost- 
effective;

6. the lack, in many telecommunication organizations in the Arab States, of standards in the field 
of HRM/HRD for job and task descriptions, training programmes, Management Information 
Systems (MISs) for training centres, including information about training programmes, available 
instructors and other resources, etc., which makes regional cooperation in this field difficult;

7. the lack, in many telecommunication organizations in the Arab States, of accurate forecasts of 
manpower and training needs, a s  well as  of adequate career planning, due to:

- the fact that many telecommunication organizations in the Arab States have not established 
an HRM/HRD function that is fully integrated into corporate planning;

- lack of adequate job descriptions;

- lack of productivity and quality improvement targets that can be used to forecast manpower 
needs;

- lack of management information about the performance of human resources (productivity and 
quality of work), their training needs, etc.,
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recognizing

the following positive achievements:

1. the progress m ade by the MODARABTEL Project in the development of a MIS for training 
management, based on a survey of existing facilities and resources;

2. the recent creation of the permanent sub-committee on training for the Arab States;

3. the publication by the ITU of the first ITU Glossary of Telecommunication Terms in Arabic 
(15 000 words);

4. the cooperation with INTELSAT and other multilateral and bilateral organizations in the field of 
HRD,

considering

1. that the national database referred to in AR-RDC/92 Resolution No. 3 Task Force Proposal No. 
3 is intended to provide the MIS required for planning, operation and control of all activities of 
the organization, including human resources management, material management, financial 
management and control, etc.;

2. that this process is a continuous adaptation of changing requirements that will generate
additional training needs;

3. that by using ITU standard productivity indicators (which should be possible to extract from the
MIS mentioned above) and task classification, it will be possible to compile training needs 
information and to identify common needs and priorities at the regional level.lt will also enable 
the concerned organizations to set more realistic productivity and quality improvement targets 
by comparison with developing and developed countries both within and outside the Arab 
States Region;

4. the need for cooperation in human resources development, including training and, in particular, 
the possibilities to satisfy common urgent training needs in a cost-effective and expeditious 
manner through regional cooperation,

resolves

1. that management models, guidelines and tools, including management information systems
and the training to use these guidelines and tools adapted to the specific needs and constraints 
of the Arab States, be developed jointly;

2. that models and guidelines for organizational development be implemented in the concerned
organizations;

3. that each organization carry out long-term manpower and training needs forecasts using the
MANPLAN software developed by the ITU;

4. to support the strengthening of existing centres within the region and the creation of new
centres as required for education, training and research in human resources development for 
telecommunications, serving both regulatory bodies and telecommunication organizations, and 
to encourage cooperation between them, with a view to optimizing the use of their resources at 
the regional level. It is recommended that these centres should give special attention to the 
following tasks:

- the training of human resources using new technologies;
- the production and utilization of adequate validated training materials and specialized

literature;
- the specification of job profiles and mechanisms for the selection of personnel to be trained;
- the training of trainers;
- the training of managers;
- the training of course developers;
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- the development of databases to permit the exchange of information concerning the 
availability of training resources within the region;

- cooperation with universities and other academic institutions of the region, and the 
development of plans for improving the course offerings of their curricula to meet the needs 
of regulatory bodies and telecommunications organizations;

- research on methods of developing human resources;

5. to endorse the continuation of the the present MODARABTEL network on MIS training centres;

6. to establish a Network on all aspects of Organizational Development and HRM/HRD with the 
participation of specialists from telecommunication organizations, management training 
institutions, academic institutions and research centres as well as of the private sector, which 
could contribute by providing the higher education needed by telecommunications 
organizations' staff;

7. that the priorities of the proposed Network over the next few years be:

a) to continue the development of a MIS for training centre management, based on ITU 
standards but adapted to the specific needs of Arab States, that can be used by all the 
concerned Administrations;

b) to continue to compile and update information on available training institutions and 
resources such as teachers, training programmes and facilities, etc., at the regional and 
interregional levels. By enabling each concerned organization to access this information, 
it will be possible to improve regional cooperation in training and to optimize the use of 
available resources;

c) to organize regional training courses and seminars addressing known urgent common 
training needs (e.g. business administration, financial, project management, job 
classification and description, etc.) as well as  the training required to implement other 
programmes endorsed by the AR-RDC (e.g. restructuring of the sector, financial 
investment strategies, new services, frequency management, etc.) making use of the 
institutions and expertise available in the region and, when necessary, specialists 
provided through the ITU as well as  by other international and national development 
partners;

d) to survey other urgent training needs in the concerned organization with a view to 
identifying common needs and arranging for the corresponding training at the regional 
level by m eans of regional courses developed and conducted in existing facilities, 
including external institutions, as  well as  by organizing seminars and workshops on a 
rotational basis, in the sam e manner as at c) above;

e) to cooperate in the development of standardized training programmes and modules 
(including support material) responding to common needs in the Arab States and to 
establish a regional database including information thereon. This database should be 
compatible with others maintained by the ITU so as to facilitate the sharing of training 
resources at the international level;

f) explore ways of improving HRM/HRD and satisfying such new training needs at the 
regional level (when appropriate) and prepare project proposals to be submitted through 
the AR-RDC Coordination Committee to financing agencies and interested 
development partners,

no tes  that

the tasks listed above could be undertaken by a network composed of management and 
HRM/HRD specialists with active participation and support of top management.
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appeals to

the international and regional financial and development institutions, the UNDP, the concerned 
regional organizations, governments, and the private sector to provide resources, in cash or in 
kind, to support the ongoing and planned activities of this proposed Network,

requests

the ITU and other development partners to assist the Arab countries in achieving their 
objectives in this domain.
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ADDENDUM

REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF MANAGEMENT 
OF TELECOMMUNICATION ENTERPRISES, INCLUDING HUMAN RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT (HRM/HRD)

The estimate made in the table below for operating and supporting the Organizational 
Development and HRM/HRD Network, essentially performing functions described under 
"resolves'' 1 and 3 and 7a), 7b), 7d) and 7f), is based on the assumption that each country will be 
equipped with the necessary hardware (HW) and software (SW). However, both the hardware 
and the software need to be maintained and the applications will be continuously developed and 
improved which may require licence for new software.

Annual cost estimate in US$ of operating and supporting the Organizational Development
and HRM/HRD Network

(assuming two 3-day meetings/year)

Sources of finance
Item Participating

countries/organizations
Host country 

(rotating)
BDT 

(regular budget)
Other sources 1

Updating and 
m aintenance of HW 
and  SW

3 000 per organization 3 000 (plus SW- 
development - see  
BDT staff below)

Participation of WG 
m em bers in meetings

Avge per participant:3 
2x2 000 = 4 000 

(travel + DSA)

2x12x2 000 = 48 0002

Meeting facilities and 
local support

Prem ises and 
logistics

Simultaneous

interpretation3
(2x5 000)

National staff working 
in their own 
organizations

Prof. staff: 4 m/m 
Secretarial staff: 4 m/m

BDT staff, for 
development of 
database and 
counselling (including 
mission costs)

Prof. staff: 3+34 = 
6m/m = 72 000 
Secretarial support: 
4  m/m = 20 000

Translation and 
reproduction of 
docum ents and 
reports

1 000 10 000

Communication and 
mailing costs

3 000 5 000

Consultants 3 m/m = 45 0005
Total 110000 93 000

1 "Other sources” may in som e ca se s  and to a  limited extent include ITU budget allocations for special purposes.
2This is an estim ated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance between the location of the 

participants organization and the venue of the meeting. It is assum ed that funds m ust be raised from other sources to 

secu re  the participation of a t least one participant from all the countries in the region (except the countries with 
GDP/capita>3,000 which are  assum ed to bear the cost of their own participation).

3 The cost estim ate for sim ultaneous interpretation (if required) is based  on recruitment of local interpreters.
4 3 m/m HQ staff + 3 m/m Regional Office staff.
5 This could be provided in cash  or in kind.
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The cost of preparing and conducting seminars, workshops and courses (see "resolves"
7.c)) will obviously depend on their duration, need for equipment and specialists instructors, the 
availability of already developed training programmes and material, etc. As a basis for a rough 
cost estimate we will assume:

an average duration of a seminar/workshop/training course of 2 weeks; 
two specialists/instructors spending 1 month on preparation (and follow up) and 
two weeks a s  facilitators in the seminar/workshop (= 2x1.5 m/m). One of these 
could be an ITU staff member;
that the seminars/workshops are conducted in one language only (multilingual 
training is much less effective and simultaneous interpretation extremely costly); 
that the required equipment is available in the institute hosting the event.

COST ESTIMATE FOR ONE MONOLINGUAL6 SEMINAR /WORKSHOP/COURSE (US$) 
Duration: two weeks with two participants/country

Item Participating
countries/organizations

Host country 
(rotating)

BDT 
(regular budget)

Other sources7

Travel+DSA (15 days) 2 800 per participant8 2,800 x 24 = 

67 2002)

Training facilities and local 
support

Training facilities 
and logistics

BDT staff, including mission 
costs and participation in 
course8

Professional staff: 
1.5 m/m = 18 000 
Secretarial support: 
1 m/m = 5 000

Translation and reproduction 10 000

Communication and mailing 
costs

1 000

Consultants 1.5 m/m = 22 5009

TOTAL 56 500 67 200

Due to its limited resources and considering the need for training courses which may be 
generated by the proposals to be examined by the AR-RDC as well as the need to support 
training activities implied in Resolutions adopted by previous and future regional development 
conferences, the ITU will probably be in a position to organize only one training course per year 
for the Arab States within the framework of this proposal (in addition to those proposed in 
connection with other proposals), even though a number of urgently needed courses are already 
identified (see "resolves” 7.c)). If more than one seminar/workshop/course per year is to be 
conducted, most of the specialist inputs would have to be provided by other sources and the ITU 
involvement reduced as a consequence. The Organizational Development HRM/HRD Network 
could prepare proposals for such courses in the form of separate projects and request the ITU to 
assist in the mobilization of the additional finance or assistance in kind needed to implement 
them.

6 This implies that the sam e seminar/workshop/course may have to be conducted twice (English/French and/or Arabic). 
Monolingual courses are more effective than courses conducted with simultaneous translation which also adds considerably to 
the cost (~ US$ 15,000 for two weeks).

7 "Other sources" may in som e ca se s  and to a  limited extent include ITU budget allocations for special purposes.
8 This is an estim ated average cost per participant. The real cost will depend on the distance betw een the location of the 
participant's organization and the venue of the meeting. The estim ate of funds needed for fellowships from "Other sources" is 
based  on two fellowships per country with GDP <US$ 3 000 (except the host country).
9 Funds for this may have to be sought from other sources depending on the availability of ITU funds for short consultancy 
missions.
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Joint development of a standard training programme and courses and the maintenance 
of a regional database with information about available courses and training opportunities 
("resolves" 7.e)) could be coordinated by the HRM/HRD Network (see cost estimate above) and 
the regional database maintained by the ITU. Development of training programmes and courses 
is a continuous activity of each Administration so there should be no additional cost for 
cooperation in this field (rather savings). However, when expertise that is not available in the 
region is needed for such development, external finance (as in-kind contributions) may be 
required. The HRM/HRD Network may prepare proposals and cost estimates for such projects 
when a  need has been identified (function under "resolves" 7.f)).

Excluding the cost of such specific projects and the cost of the project for development 
of models, guidelines and tools for management and organization development (which are not 
yet designed), the total annual cost of implementing the activities proposed is estimated as 
follows:

Item Participating
countries/organizations

Host country 
(rotating)

BDT 
(regular budget)

Other sources^

Operation and m aintenance 
of the HRM/HRD Network

7 000 (SW  and  HW 
updating and mntce, 
transl./comm costs.) +

4  m/m prof. + 4m/m 
secretarial staff 
(+ participation cost for 
countries with GDP > US$ 
3 000)

Meeting prem ises 
and logistics 
(disregarding cost 
of simultaneous 
interpretation)

110 000
6 m/m professional 
+ 4  m/m secretarial + 
updating and mntce 
of SW  and  HW + 
translation, 
reproduction and 
communication costs

9 3 000
Travel + DSA for 
Network members 
+ 3 m/m consultants

Training course Participation costs for 
countries with 
GDP>US$3 000

Training facilities 
and logistics

56 500
1.5 m/m professional 
1 m/m secretarial ITU 
staff +
1.5 m/m consultant + 
translation, 

reproduction and 
communication costs

67 200
Fellowships

Total 166500 160200
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 12

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME 

FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (LDCs) 

IN THE ARAB STATES REGION

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the ITU's overall policy of assistance to LDCs and in particular Nice Plenipotentiary Conference 
(1989) Resolution No. 26 which:

"instructs the Secretary-General

1. to continue to review the state of telecommunication services in the Least Developed 
Countries identified by the United Nations and needing special measures for 
telecommunication development;

2. to report his findings to the Administrative Council;

3. to propose concrete measures intended to bring about genuine improvements and 
provide effective assistance to these Least Developed Countries from the Special 
Voluntary Programme for Technical Cooperation, the Union's own resources and other 
sources;

4. to report annually on the matter to the Administrative Council,";

2. the decision of the UN system to lend greater assistance to the LDCs in accordance with the 
Programme of Action for the LDCs that was decided by the UN Paris Conference (1990);

3. the High Level Committee's (HLC) Recommendation No. 21 which recommends that the 
Telecommunications Development Bureau (BDT) give special attention to the requirements of 
the Least Developed Countries,

noting

1. that the Union has allocated 2.2 million Swiss francs in 1992 and 2.3 million Swiss francs in 
1993 from its own funds for the LDCs; that while this amount is not large, it will act as  a 
catalyst; that the LDCs are also expected to benefit from appropriations from the Special 
Voluntary Programme for Technical Cooperation as well as  from other sources; that it has 
been proposed that some 60 to 75 % of LDC funds be used for multi-LDC joint activities and 
that the remainder be kept in reserve for individual requests and to meet various unforeseen 
activities, including emergencies;

2. that there are currently 48 LDCs1 throughout the world, 29 of which are in Africa (south of the 
Sahara), 13 in Asia and the Pacific, five in the Arab Region2, and one in the Americas;

1
2

This figure includes Namibia which is considered a s  an LDC in accordance with UNGA Resolution 45/198.

This figure consists of four Arab countries in Africa (Djibouti, Mauritania, Somalia and Sudan) and one in Asia (Yemen).
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3. that the current status of telecommunications in each Arab LDC is unique and that there is little 
basis for a generalized comparison, but that recognition must be given to the significantly better 
conditions in Djibouti and Yemen than in the other three; that in Somalia virtually the whole 
network has been destroyed due in large part to the recent civil strife; that in southern Sudan 
also the network has been obliterated by civil strife, while in the North services are modest and 
mostly restricted to cities and urban areas; that in Mauritania service penetration is extremely 
low and rural networks practically nonexistent; and that, therefore, efforts should be directed 
towards Mauritania, Somalia and the Sudan;

4. that the Administrative Council at its 47th session in June/July 1992 adopted a joint programme 
approach for the provision of ITU assistance to LDCs, which concentrates on four main areas 
(management, maintenance, planning and training); that the Arab LDCs are thus to benefit 
from all programme activities; and that part of the funds allocated for support to regional 
training centres will be used during the 1992-1994 programming period for the particular benefit 
of the joint training activities of the Arab Region LDCs,

resolves

1. to request the ITU to increase the funds made available for LDCs in its regular budget with a 
view to enhancing their impact;

2. to call upon Member States to provide assistance to the LDCs for the development of their 
telecommunication networks;

3. to call upon the BDT to cooperate with the Arab States in reviewing the status of 
telecommunications in the Arab LDCs with a view to adopting strategies designed to bring 
about genuine telecommunication service improvements;

4. to endorse the two regional projects indicated hereunder that have been requested by four of 
the Arab LDCs (Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen) and for which financing is sought 
through the UNDP and/or other sources:

a) the Telecommunication Modern Training (TRAINTEL) Project for which the Sana'a 
Training Centre is hosting the headquarters and activities (see Appendix 1);

b) the Regional Project for the Development of Maritime Telecommunication Services in 
the Least Developed Arab Countries bordering the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa 
(DEVMARTEL) for which Djibouti is hosting headquarters and activities (see Appendix 
2),

5. to study the feasibility of Mauritania joining the above-mentioned projects, 

appeals to

- the concerned Member Administrations;

- the League of Arab States and all concerned regional organizations;

- the development funds and banks, in particular the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development (AFESD);

- the UNDP, the ITU and government development agencies and funds and other interested 
partners,

to participate in the two above-mentioned projects and to support them financially.
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APPENDIX 1

REGIONAL PROJECT FOR TELECOMMUNICATION MODERN TRAINING 
IN THE LEAST DEVELOPED ARAB COUNTRIES1

Project document

Number and Title:

Duration:

Project site:

ACC/UNDP sector:
& subsector:

Government sector:
& subsector:

Government implementing 
agencies:

Executing agency:

Estimated starting date:

Government inputs (in US$): 
(in kind):
(in cash):

RAB/92/001/A/01/20
Telecommunication Modern Training (TRAINTEL) 

36 months

Sana'a, Republic of Yemen

Transport & Communications (06) 
Telecommunications (0660)

Communications
Telecommunications

Telecommunication Administrations 
of the participating countries 
(Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen)

International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)

1 January 1993

593,000

UNDP and cost-sharina financing

UNDP
IPF
Other

Government or third party 
cost-sharing

UNDP & cost-sharing 
Total US$ 852,000

Brief description: To assist in satisfying the training needs in modern telecommunication topics
and to create a mechanism of collaboration between the telecommunication training centres in the 
participating countries. It is primarily a training project.

On behalf of Signature Date Name/Title

The Government: __________________________  ______  _________________________

Executing Agency:____ __________________________  ______  _________________________

UNDP:      _ _

' UN official exchange rate at date of signature of Project Document: 
US$1.00 =

1 This proposal is under consideration by the United Nations Development Program m e (UNDP).
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D. IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE(S), OUTPUTS AND ACTIVITIES1

D.1 Immediate objective

To conduct training courses in modern telecommunication topics according to the 
joint needs of the participating Administrations.

D.1.1 Outputs

D. 1.1.1 120 staff members from the participating Administrations trained in different
telecommunication disciplines.

D.1.1.2 12 Yemeni national instructors trained by international experts during preparation of
the courses and/or conduct thereof.

Activities

Each international expert (consultant) will train a Yemeni national instructor, involving 
him in the actual course preparation and its conduct.

D.1.1.1 International experts will conduct an ITU traffic engineering course
(duration: 4 weeks) 3 m/m

D.1.1.2 International experts will conduct an ITU traffic measurement course
(duration: 4 weeks) 3 m/m

D.1.1.3 International experts will conduct a basic frequency management
course (duration: 8 weeks) 3 m/m

D.1.1.4 International experts will conduct a frequency management
(computer-assisted) course (duration: 8 weeks) 5 m/m

D.1.1.5 International experts will conduct a course on signalling Systems
Nos. 5 and 7 (R2) (duration: 4 weeks) 4 m/m

D.1.1.6 International experts will conduct a course in administrative
application of computers for personnel management, accounts,
stores, inquiry service and directory, and project management
(duration: 8 weeks) 6 m/m

D.1.1.7 International experts will conduct a course in network planning
(computer-assisted) with special attention to digital networks 
(duration: 4 weeks) 3 m/m

D.1.1.8 International experts will conduct a course in use of fibre optics
for telecommunications (duration: 8 weeks) 6 m/m

D.1.1.9 International experts will conduct a course in planning for rural
telecommunications (duration: 8 weeks) 6 m/m

D.1.1.10 Four more courses will be conducted by ITU specialists at no
cost to the project in terms of expertise 4 m/m
Conduct of four courses as follows:
- Course on management for training 2 weeks
- Course on training instructors 2 weeks
- Course on course development 4 weeks

(for two 2-week periods separated
by a three-month interval).

1 Pro memoria : Not all sections of the UNDP project docum ent are  included here.
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E. INPUTS

E.1 Government's inputs

E.1.1 Contribution in kind

Yemen (host country)

- Nomination of a full-time Project Coordinator (PC) at no cost to the project 
(equivalent to US$ 36,000).

- Free and unimpeded entry into, circulation within and departure from the country for 
the staff and for officials of the project’s member countries when on visit to the host 
country for purposes related to project activities.

- Appropriate rooms, furniture, installed telecommunication facilities, free-of-charge 
telephones, telegraph, telex and telefax facilities for local, national, regional and 
international traffic with the executing agency and with other member countries 
(equivalent to US$ 36,000).

- Provision of meeting facilities and hosting, at least once a year, the Annual Steering 
Committee Meeting (the equivalent of a Tripartite Review Meeting for a regional 
project)
(equivalent to US$ 18,000).

- Provision of appropriate training facilities and qualified national staff to assist in the 
implementation of the courses' training activities (equivalent to US$ 21,000).

- Provision of board and lodging for two trainees/each participating country/each 
course (equivalent to US$ 292,000, based on a 75% daily subsistence allowance 
(DSA) in Sana'a).

- The release of a minimum of four national trainees for each course (equivalent to 
US$ 46,000).

- Any other material and administrative support for the proper functioning of project 
activities (equivalent to US$ 18,000).

- Assignment of national project counterpart(s) in the participating countries 
(equivalent to US$ 18,000).

- Release two trainees/country/each course and defray the cost of their salary and 
medical insurance while abroad (equivalent to US$ 24,000).

- Usual backstopping.

- 4 m/m of ITU experts to run the activities mentioned in D.1.1.10 (equivalent to 
US$ 48,000 from the ITU/BDT budget).

- Possible cost-sharing of the total project budget.

E.1.1.2 Other participating countries

E.2 Executing aaencv (ITU) inputs
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E.3 UNDP inputs

PodgelJing in u s$

11.99 International project personnel (lecturers) 42 m/m 504,0001

13. Administrative support costs 36,000

15. Travel 6,000

16. Other costs 30,000

39. Meetings and training 166,0002

.31 Meetings (3) 30,000

.32 Group training (for 102 m/m, based on cost for
return air tickets and US$ 30/day/trainee at Sana'a) 136,000

49. Equipment 20,000

59. Miscellaneous, including translation of some
course material, reports, etc. 90,000

TOTAL 852,000

1 This cost could be  reduced if international personnel could be  obtained through the Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries (TCDC) Programme.

2 The regular budget of the ITU for LDCs could cover all or part of this figure.
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APPENDIX 2

United Nations Development Programme

REGIONAL PROJECT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF MARITIME TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES IN THE LEAST DEVELOPED 

ARAB COUNTRIES BORDERING THE RED SEA AND THE HORN OF AFRICA

Number and  Title:

Duration:

Project site:

ACC/UNDP sector:
& sub-sector:

G overnm ent sec to r: 
& sub-secto r:

Project document

RAB/92/002/A/01/20
Development of Maritime Telecommunications in the Red S ea and 
the Horn of Africa (DEVMARTEL)

24 months

Djibouti

Transport & Communications (06)
Telecommunications (0660)

Communications
Telecommunications

G overnm ent im plementing 
agencies:
Telecommunication Administrations and 
Harbour Authorities of the participating 
countries (Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, 
Yemen) with the backing and support of 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia

UNDP and Cost-Sharina Financina

IPF
Other -

Government or third party
cost-sharing -

UNDP & cost-sharing
Total $ 284,000

Executing agency:l International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)

Estim ated starting  date : 1 January 1993

G overnm ent inputs (in US$):
(in-kind): 174,000
(in-cash):

Brief description: The Project is designed to assist the concerned authorities in those Least
Developed Arab States, bordering the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa in upgrading their maritime port 
telecommunications. The Project will focus on direct support.

On behalf of S ignature Date Name/Title

The Government: ____________________  ______  _________________

Executing Agency:

UN official change rate at date of signature of Project Document: 
US$1,00 =



1. BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION

1.1 The ITU/UNDP Regional Project TELDEV (RAB/86/028) entitled "Coordination of
Telecommunications Development in LDCs in the Arab Region and Ethiopia", backed by both 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, carried out a  study on the state of the maritime radiocommunication 
infrastructure and services in five countries:Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen, 
noting the excellent maritime radiocommunication facilities available in both Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. The study highlights the main deficiencies of maritime radiocommunication services 
in those countries and contains suggestions for their improvement. The second annual 
review meeting of the Project (Djibouti, 18-20 February 1990) approved a  set of 
recommendations to this end and called for convening a  special meeting to study
implementation of these recommendations. That meeting did not take place, however, owing
to the crisis in the region so that the TELDEV Project terminated its activities in March 1991.

1.2 In 1988, the 1974 International Convention for the Safety of Life at S ea  (SOLAS Convention) 
was amended to introduce the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS), to be 
implemented from 1 February 1992 until 1 February 1999. The GMDSS is based on 
automated systems, both satellite-based and terrestrial. This new system will switch the 
emphasis in distress communications from ship-to-ship alerts to ship-to-shore alerts, which 
m eans there is a  need for reliable and worldwide shore-based facilities using the latest 
technology in both satellite and terrestrial communications. In this sense, one of the 
amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention requires Contracting Governments to undertake 
to make available, either individually or in cooperation with others, appropriate shore-based 
facilities; this was also recommended by the TELDEV Project.

1.3 All the countries are LDCs needing international assistance, including the continuing support
of both Egypt and Saudi Arabia, to implement the shore-based facilities of the GMDSS within 
the above-mentioned time schedule.

1.4 All these countries need effective maritime radiocommunications, for both commercial and
distress and safety purposes, to enhance commercial activities, efficiency of shipping 
operations and the safety of life at sea.

1.5 The participating countries were convinced that prompt improvement of their maritime 
telecommunications and the introduction of the GMDSS are urgent needs and, to respond to 
these needs, they adopted the following strategy:

. a) to tackle the improvement issue jointly;

b) to call upon the ITU and the UNDP, as well as concerned international and regional 
organizations, to assist them in this endeavour;

c) to appeal both to Egypt and Saudi Arabia to participate in this Project as  observers in 
order to to gain from their experience.

-1 1 2  -

D. IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES, OUTPUTS AND ACTIVITIES1

D.1 Immediate objective

The immediate objective is to elaborate master plans for the development of maritime 
radiocommunication services of the Arab LDCs bordering the Red Sea and the Horn of 
Africa. This master plan is to contain an update of the findings described in the TELDEV 
Project, a plan for improvement of maritime radiocommunications, the cost/benefit and/or 
strategic reasons that justify the proposed investment plan, and a plan of action.

1 Pro memoria : not all sections of the UNDP project docum ent are included here.
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For each participating country:

- an updated master plan for the development of maritime radiocommunication services 
including the necessary technical and financial information required in the search of 
financing and in the preparation of the calls for bids; obtained,

- two specialists in maritime radiocommunication planning and development capable of 
supervising/coordinating the implementation of the activities called for in the m aster plan; 
trained.

D.1.1 Outputs

ACTIVITIES BY WHOM
D.1.1.1 Adoption by the BDT of the guide for the formulation of a 

national master plan for the development of maritime 
radiocommunication services in this sub-region.

ITU/BDT

D.1.1.2 Nomination by each LDC of a National Project Coordinator 
and his Deputy. They will be in charge of the elaboration 
of the master plan. Nomination of representatives of Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia to assure compatibility of the master 
plans with the existing installations of their countries and 
also to support the LDC National Coordinators.

The Coordinator and his Deputy 
should preferably be transmission 
engineers, experienced in maritime 
radiocommunications.

D.1.1.3 Creation by each Administration of a working group on the 
development of maritime radiocommunications chaired by 
the National Coordinator and with participants from SAR 
(Search and Rescue) Authorities, port administration and 
the main maritime transport bodies.

Administration.

D.1.1.4 Organization of a training course with the following 
objectives:
- to provide National Coordinators with updated information 
on maritime radiocommunications, including the GMDSS;
- to brief Coordinators on the use of the planning guide; 
and
- discussion of the findings and proposals contained in the 
report of the second annual review meeting of Project 
TELDEV RAB/86/028.

Attended at least by the National 
Coordinator and his Deputy. 
Experts from IMO, Inmarsat and 
others will be invited, in addition to 
the ITU experts. Egypt and/or 
Saudi Arabia may be required to 
provide host facilities and experts 
for such course.

D.1.1.5 Preparation by the National Coordinators of the draft 
master plans.
Advice and support provided by the Project at 
Administrations' request, depending on the difficulties that 
may arise during this work. Experts from Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia may be requested to assist.

Administrations plus ITU Experts.

D.1.1.6 Elaboration and organization of a schedule of workshops to 
discuss the draft master plans elaborated by the 
coordinators. After these workshops the master plans 
should be completely defined and ready for publication.

Experts from IMO, Inmarsat and 
others will be invited, in addition to 
the ITU experts. Egypt and/or 
Saudi Arabia may be required to 
provide host facilities and experts.

E. INPUTS

E.1 G overnm ents' inputs

E.1.1 Contribution in-kind:
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E.1.1.1 The host country:

Nomination of the National Coordinator, his Deputy (at the sam e time, full-time Project
Coordinator and his deputy), the working group at no cost to the Project (equivalent to
US$ 36,000).

E.1.1.2 Free and unimpeded arrival, circulation and departure from the country of the ITU staff and of
the participants of the Project's member countries when visiting the host country for purposes
related to the Project activities:

- Appropriate rooms, furniture, installed telecommunication facilities, free-of-charge 
telephone, telegraph, telex and telefax facilities for local, national, regional and 
international traffic with the executing agency and with other member countries (equivalent 
to US$ 24,000).

- Provide meeting facilities and host at least once a year the Annual Steering Committee 
Meeting, (the equivalent of a Tripartite Review Meeting for a regional project) (equivalent 
to U S$12,000).

- Any other material and administrative support for the proper functioning of the Project’s 
activities (equivalent to US$ 12,000).

E.1.1.3 Other participating countries:

- Assignment of the National Project Coordinator, his Deputy and the working group in the 
participating countries (equivalent to US$ 18,000).

- Release two trainees/country for the course and defray the cost of their salaries and 
medical insurance while abroad (equivalent to US$ 12,000).

E.2 Executing aaencv  (ITU) inputs

- Normal backstopping, including the adoption of the guide for the master plan;

- 4 m/m of ITU maritime expert to assist in Project implementation (equivalent to 
US$ 48,000, from ITU/BDT budget);

- Possible cost-sharing in the total budget of the Project.

E.3 UNDP Inputs

Budaet line: in U$$

11.99 International project personnel 8 m/m 120.0001
13. Administrative support costs 24,000
15. Travel 6,000
16. Other costs 12,000
39. Meetings & Training 50.0002

.31 Meetings, two, each of 3 working days 20,000

.32 Group training 16 m/w 30,000
49. Equipment (for the host country) 10,000
59. Miscellaneous (some course materials, reporting, etc.) 12,000

Total (in US$) 284,000

1 This cost could be reduced if international personnel could be  provided through the Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries (TCDC) Programme.

2 The regular budget of the ITU for LDCs could cover all or part of this figure.
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 13

THE ITU GLOSSARY OF TELECOMMUNICATION TERMS IN ARABIC

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States, 
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. that the objectives set by the Arabic Language Service, taking due account of the budget, are:

a) to continue implementing the translation and publication tasks outlined in the work 
programme (Nice Resolution No. 59);

b) to continue setting up a computer system and procedures for ongoing terminology work 
(hardware, software, translation/revision/typing) a s  per the diagram at the Appendix,

c) to gradually update and expand the Arabic terminology database with the revised data of 
the 1987 Glossary, This activity should be completed over a 4-year period based on the 
actual budget level;

d) to maintain and keep up to date the database for Arabic terminology;

e) to produce a new Arabic Glossary in 1997,

2. the importance and urgency of decreasing, from four to two years, the time allotted for the 
issue of the new Glossary which will require extrabudgetary resources of approximately 
US$ 220 000;

3. the importance also of achieving standardized terminology by m eans of consultations which will 
require extrabudgetary resources of some US$ 300 000;

4. that the Arabic Language Service is already equipped with Macintosh computers for translation 
purposes. Current studies will lead to the installation of a Macintosh-based terminology 
management facility by end 1992 or early 1993;

5. that software development will be needed also to allow the transfer of data between the 
English/French/Spanish terminology database on the Siemens mainframe and the Macintosh 
system;

6. that, with existing resources, the new system is not expected to become fully operational before 
the second quarter of 1993,

resolves

1. to shorten the period for updating and expanding the Arabic terminology database to about two 
years;

2. to set up a mechanism for standardization and approval of terminology,
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requests

the ITU/BDT to prepare a regional development project for the implementation of this 
resolution. The cost of this project is tentatively estimated at US$ 520 000 for two years,

appeals to

concerned Member Administrations, the League of Arab States and all concerned regional 
organizations, the development funds and banks (in particular the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development (AFESD)), the UNDP, the ITU, government development agencies and funds and 
manufacturers, as  well as  other interested parties to finance the activities outlined in 1 .a) and b) 
above.
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APPENDIX
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RESOLUTION AR-RDC/92 No. 14

APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE FOR SOMALIA AND SUDAN

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25 - 29 October 1992,

considering

1. the High Level Committee (HLC) Recommendations Nos. 29 and 30 calling on the 
Telecommunications Development Bureau (BDT) to act as  a  catalyst in mobilizing resources 
for telecommunications development;

2. the critical situation in Somalia and the Sudan, 

noting

that the telecommunication network was severely damaged - and in some instances completely 
wiped out - thus requiring immediate technical assistance and substantial capital investment,

appeals

for immediate support from the world community; Member countries of the region, other 
countries, bi- and multi-lateral development finance institutions,

requests

the Chairman of the AR-RDC and the Secretary-General of the ITU to bring this Resolution 
immediately to the attention of the world community.
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RECOMMENDATION AR-RDC/92 No. 1

BROADCASTING AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Optimum Use of the Arab Space Network for Information. Cultural and Development Purposes

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992

Considering

- the lack of adequate equipment in some earth stations for reception of two or more TV 
programmes and for establishing more than one microwave link between the earth station 
and the TV organization, and the lack in certain earth stations of adequate transmission 
equipment for audio broadcasting although such facility is available on ARABSAT;

- the high charges for the use of the commercial ground sector required from TV organizations 
by some telecommunication Administrations for the transmission or reception of video signal 
via ARABSAT, in spite of the efforts made by the Arab Space Network and ASBU which 
resulted in reducing the space sector cost through the assignment of a satellite channel for 
regional exchanges run by the ASBU for preferential rates,

and in order to attain the following basic objectives:

- reducing the commercial ground sector rate to an extent that enables the passing of the 
largest number of radio and TV programmes via the Arab Space Network and make optimal 
use of it, and introducing adequate flexibility in the legislations which govern the use of earth 
stations for TV reception and transmission in the Arab World so as to enhance TV 
organizations' capacity to operate effectively with Arab satellites;

- developing the news and programme exchange system among ASBU members and 
overcoming all obstacles preventing the increase of this exchange,

recommends

1. to adopt the recommendations made by the Arab Joint Committee on the use of the Arab 
Space Network for information development and cultural purposes, and in particular the 
recommendation adopted by the 13th General Assembly of the Arab Space Network (Algiers, 
May 1990), which stipulates to exempt Arab TV organizations from payment of ground sector 
charges (commercial charges) for news and programmes transmitted on ARABSAT TV 
channels leased by ASBU. If a telecommunication Administration requests any charges for the 
ground sector, these should only be promotional and reduced to the minimum possible. In this 
case the fixed daily booking rate of ATU can be used as a reference. The exemption or 
reduction shall include the sound coordination circuits supporting or related to the exchange;

2. to authorize and provide facilities to Arab TV organizations to acquire small fixed or mobile 
earth stations that can operate directly with Arab satellites in countries where such stations do 
not exist;

3. to regulate the procedures for using equipment of TV transmissions via ARABSAT by 
individuals and population communities and lay down the rules and regulations to that effect, 
especially in the Arab countries which have legislation in this area. Efforts should be made to 
promote the manufacture of reception equipment in the Arab World, a step that would ensure 
far-reaching economic gains;
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4. to take the necessary immediate measures to equip the Arab earth stations operating with 
ARABSAT facilities for reception and transmission of two or more TV programmes at the same 
time, and to cooperate with TV organizations to provide more than one communication link 
between earth stations and TV organizations.
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In t r o d u c t io n

Our modern world is living a real revolution in communications and television communication. 
The recent prediction of one of the prominent information experts that the world will one day become 
a "small village" is about to come true, if it has not already done so.

TV viewers are no longer satisfied with watching world events shortly after they occur, but they 
want to see them as they take place. Such a trend among viewers would not have developed except 
for the great revolution in communication media. Satellites of various systems have now filled the 
outer space around our earth, thus breaking the long INTELSAT monopoly in the field. New 
international and regional telecommunication systems have gradually emerged, creating competition 
which itself leads to exciting developments. These systems have gradually simplified the procedures 
and eased the severe rules which have governed TV transmission, and largely reduced its cost in 
comparison to its cost at the beginning. Furthermore, there are at present fully equipped transportable 
earth stations which broadcasters can themselves carry through airports and from one site to another 
as part of their personal luggage. These can easily and quickly be set up on events sites and start 
transmitting pictures to their TV organizations' satellite channels booked in advance.

Well aware of their responsibility, telecommunication Administrations have gradually started to 
deal with these new developments and cooperate with TV organizations to simplify the rules which 
are impeding the active use of satellites. The relationships between TV broadcasters and 
telecommunication people have developed into partnerships rather than the salesman/customer 
relationships. In real terms, this has been materialized by authorizing TV organizations to acquire 
transmission and reception stations and equipment previously considered the exclusive monopoly of 
telecommunication Administrations.

Such partnership also appeared in the continuous consultations between TV broadcasters and 
international and regional communication Administrations with regard to satellite establishment, 
development and improvement of satellite booking mechanism, as well as fixing and reducing tariffs 
to meet the requirements of the TV broadcasting profession.

Within the framework of this relationship, the Inter-Union Satellite Operation Group (ISOG) was 
established by the Inter-Union Broadcasting Conference to tackle the issues related to satellite 
operations. After studying all the problems in this area, ISOG entered into negotiations with 
INTELSAT authorities and telecommunication signatories to find appropriate solutions.

In the Arab World, Arab earth stations operating with international telecommunication systems 
were first established in the late '60s and early '70s. However, the interest of the authorities in charge 
of these stations was mainly focused on telex and telephone communication. Although a TV service 
was available at these stations, their use remained limited to telecommunications for various reasons, 
mainly lack of expertise, high costs, and the non-existence or low performance of technical 
equipments. In some cases there were no microwave links between earth stations and TV 
organizations and some of these stations did not even have telex equipment which at that time was 
the backbone of telecommunications.

In spite of such difficult circumstances, the Arab TV organizations recognized the importance of 
these developments and started through ASBU, as from 1972 and 1973, to plan for the establishment 
of news and programme exchanges and to receive news and world events coverage via satellites. 
Yet the most significant achievement in the Arab World was the establishment of the Arab Space 
Network.

T h e  A r a b  S p a c e  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  N e t w o r k

I. Establishment of the Network

In 1967, the Arab ministers of information recommended the launching of an Arab satellite for 
broadcast exchanges among Arab radio and TV organizations. The Arab telecommunication 
ministers on their part were fully aware of the important developments in the world when they 
decided that the Arab World should have its own space network, and took the necessary steps 
to this effect, including the establishment of the Arab Organization for Space Communications.

APPENDIX
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II. ASBU and the Network

The ASBU responded positively towards the new development and decided the following:

1. All transmission and reception operations among Arab TV concerning Arab events are to 
be conducted through the Arab Space Network.

2. Emphasizing the need to conduct the transmission of major world events via the Arab 
Space Network.

3. The establishment of a system for news and programme exchange via ARABSAT which 
becam e operational on 1 October 1985.

4. The establishment of a Center for News and Programme Exchange in Algiers which 
started working a s  of 11 March 1987.

5. To work in cooperation with the Arab Telecommunications Union (ATU) in order to obtain 
preferential rates for the programmes coordinated and exchanged via ARABSAT.

6. Leasing a TV channel on ARABSAT for rgional use. All exchanges among its member 
organizations as well as  all major world news exchanges are to be transmitted on this 
channel.

7. To urge its member organizations to lease channels on ARABSAT for national radio and 
TV broadcastings.

III. Constraints impeding the use of the Network bv ASBU

Constraints impeding ASBU to fully benefit from ARABSAT potentials for information, cultural 
and development purposes can be summed up as follows:

1. Delay in completing earth stations linked to ARABSAT particularly during the first three 
years (85 - 87) of the satellite service. Furthermore, some earth stations were not 
equipped to receive more than one TV programme at a time although many TV channels 
were available on the satellite. It is extremely necessary and even vital to equip earth 
stations to receive two or more TV programmes and to have more than one microwave 
link between earth stations and the TV organizations. Indeed, in many cases there might 
be two TV transmissions on ARABSAT at the sam e time. During the last World Football 
Cup - Italy 90 - several matches were transmitted at the sam e time as regular periodic 
news packages (the daily Arab package and the Eurovision package - EVN-1).

Moreover, several earth stations are no longer provided with the necessary equipment 
for receiving and transmitting audio broadcastings, though such facilities are available on 
the Arab satellite itself.

2. High charges for satellite services

Basic rates of uplinks and downlinks are usually calculated taking into account the 
following components:

a) The space sector: ARABSAT (or INTELSAT) share for using the satellite itself which 
is US$ 8/minute. (INTELSAT has recently reduced the rate to US$ 6.50/minute.)

b) The ground sector: The share of telecommunication Administrations (owners of earth 
stations) differs from one country to another, but it is often very high and ranges from 
US$ 30 to 40/minute. Some TV organizations were often obliged to pay up to $ 1000 
for the first ten minutes. As the space sector share of such a sum is only $ 80, the 
telecommunication Administration's share will reach US$ 920, too exaggerated an 
amount by any standards, especially since this concerns one link only.
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ASBU has exerted enormous efforts in cooperation with ATU a view to obtaining 
preferential rates for the transmission of TV news and programmes via ARABSAT. The 
ATU in its turn has appealed to the Arab telecommunication Administrations to commit 
themselves to apply these rates. Yet all these efforts have failed to bring transmission 
rates via ARABSAT down to affordable ones for Arab TV organizations which are state 
owned, have no commercial activities and are almost fully dependent on state support. 
The ASBU had to look for another solution to attain the afore-mentioned objective. The 
ASBU leased a 24-hour-a-day TV channel on the Arab satellite for US$ 1 million. It was 
expected that such a step would push exchange forward, especially that it had enabled to 
settle the situation relating to the use of the space sector. Yet the attempt remains 
incomplete until another step is taken to ensure the optimum use of the Arab satellite. 
This implies exempting TV programmes exchanged via ARABSAT from the ground 
sector charges or reducing them to the lowest level possible. The issue was discussed at 
the13th General Assembly of the Arab Space Communication Organization (Algiers, May 
1990) which adopted the following Resolutions:

- To meet the request of the Arab Joint Committee for the Use of the Arab Space 
Network for Information, Cultural and Development purposes, by appealing to the 
telecommunication Administrations in charge of the ground sector of the Arab Space 
Network (the earth station and link between studio to station) to exempt the 
broadcasting organizations of respective countries from ground sector charges or to 
charge them a preferential rate reduced to the lowest possible level when these 
organizations use Arab satellites to transmit their TV programmes. The exemption or 
the reduction of charges should include sound coordination circuits used to support the 
exchange, or are related to it. It is hoped that all telecommunication Administrations 
will grant this request due consideration as a  means to activate the use of the Arab 
Space Network services.

- In this connection and right after signing the lease contract for TV channel 23 on 
ARABSAT, ASBU invited all Arab TV organizations to enter into an annually renewable 
agreement with the telecommunication Administrations in their respective countries 
which covers the ground sector of the traffic on the leased channel. ASBU also 
appealed to the Arab ministers of post and telecommunications to allow the 
Administrations concerned to consider the possibility of concluding such agreements. It 
is obvious that leasing the channel has solved the space sector problem. But the 
problem of the ground sector for exchanges on the channel remains a major obstacle 
impeding the use of ARABSAT in a way that m eets the expectations of all parties. It 
has even made it impossible for some Arab countries (Djibouti, Mauritania and some 
others) to receive and benefit from the news and programmes exchanged on this 
channel, despite the fact that the space sector cost for such an exchange has been 
covered (through the leasing of the channel).

3. A large number of Arab TV organizations have not yet been connected with the ASBU 
News and TV Exchange Center at Algiers where a four-wire Audio Matrix 30x30 was set 
up. ASBU has also reached an agreement with the Algerian telecommunication 
Administration in which 18 two-way sound circuits were leased on ARABSAT. ASBU has 
covered the cost of the uplink in the space and ground sectors and the downlink in the 
ground sector. The downlink cost in the ground sector shall be paid by the beneficiaries 
themselves. But in spite of that, the telecommunication Administrations in a number of 
Arab countries have charged the TV organizations high rates for the ground sector 
downlink, which has forced these organizations not to establish the sound link necessary 
although a sound circuit is available in the earth stations in their countries. Needless to 
say that sound circuits are essential for coordination operations and allow each TV 
organization to talk and coordinate with all the other organizations through the Center. 
This will help to intensify news and programme exchange and enable the convening of 
periodic sound programme and technical teleconferences.
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ASBU has always lent great importance to the use of the Arab space network for 
information, cultural and development purposes. In pursuing this objective, the ASBU 
has presented the problems and constraints impeding the optimum use of the network to 
the following meetings for consideration and suggestion of appropriate solutions:

- Meeting of the Arab Joint Committee for the Use of the Arab Space Network for 
Information, Culture and Development (Tunis, 24-25 July 1991);

- Meeting of the Committee of Arab Experts of Information and Communication on the 
Optimum Use of the Arab Space Network (Cairo, 11-13 May 1992);

- The Standing Committee of Arab Information (Cairo, 16-18 February 1992);

- The Council of Arab Ministers of Information (Cairo, 19-20 September 1992).

These meetings adopted guide-lines and recommendations which will effectively lead to 
the optimum use of the Arab space network for information, cultural and development 
purposes.



-125 -

RECOMMENDATION AR-RDC/92 No. 2

NETWORK HARMONIZATION AND STANDARDIZATION

The Regional Telecommunication Development Conference for the Arab States,
Cairo, 25-29 October 1992,

considering

1. the current status of infrastructure development and the technologies and services available;

2. that compatible standards foster efficient public communication networks;

3. that standards directly impact trade and economic development on a national, regional and 
global level;

4. that new technologies are emerging which have the potential for alleviating infrastructure 
problems but that without common standards interconnectivity of public communications 
networks will not be feasible,

cognizant

of the High Level Committee (H.L.C.) recommendations to establish a Standardization Sector 
with appropriate functional responsibility,

concerned

that global markets will be seriously inhibited by incompatible telecommunications standards, 

recom m ends

1. that Administrations of the region should continue to consider the application of globally 
recognized standards to facilitate maximum interconnection and interoperability of public 
networks;

2. that Administrations of the region strive to make regional and international bodies sensitive to 
the need for global standards to ensure that new technological advances are effectively 
utilized,

requests

1. that the ITU promote the harmonization of national and regional standards to make public 
networks compatible at the global level;

2. that Administrations of the region support the H.L.C. recommendation that the ITU play a 
"stronger and more catalytic role in stimulating and coordinating cooperation between the 
increasing number of bodies concerned with telecommunications".

REC02E.DOC 14.12.92
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Annex VIII
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Annex VIII

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 
FOR THE ARAB STATES (AR-RDC/92)

Cairo, 25t29 October 1992

LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE CONFERENCE

Title

Purpose, organization and programme 

Annotated agenda (provisional)

Human resource management and development (HRM/HRD)

Computer support for management of radiofrequency 
spectrum

Development of rural telecommunications in Tunisia 

Contribution of the United States of America

Possibilities for regional cooperation in the field of human 
resources development and management

Tunis Seminar Report (18-22 May 1992) : Symposium on the 
restructuring of the telecommunication sector worldwide

Extract from the Uruguay Round Draft Final Act 
(December 1991)

Potential for private sector participation in the development 
of telecommunication sen/ices in the Arab world

Summary of ITU technical cooperation in the Arab Region

A systematic approach towards efficient national, regional 
and global standardization of telecommunications

Present situation and future development scenarios in the 
Arab countries

[unallocated]

Market orientation of Swedish Telecom

INTELSAT programs for assistance and development

C ase study based on the regulatory and organizational 
structures in Finland

GAS Group activities (GAS 7, 9 and 12)

Training in the field of sound and TV broadcasting

[unallocated]

Synthesis report: Assistance required for the rehabilitation 
and/or reconstruction and development of Lebanon's 
telecommunications networks and services

ARABSAT contribution

Restructuring of telecommunications in developing countries 
with special reference to the Arab States

Source*

ITU

ITU

ITU/BDT

ITU/IFRB

Tunisia

Department of State, 
U.S.A.

Morocco

Tunisia

GATT

ITU/BDT

ITU

CCITT

ITU

Swedtel Academy, 
Sweden

INTELSAT

TELECON, Finland

CCITT

ASBU

ITU

ARABSAT

ITU

S ee  list of abbreviations - Annex IX
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24-E Report on GAS 7 activity CCITT

25-E/A Statement by Mr. Abdulrahim Suleiman Ahmad, 1 
representative of the ASBU

ASBU

26-E Statement by Dr. Hikmat Abbas on the activities of the 
AFESD in the field of telecommunications

AFESD

27-E Statement by Mr. Taoufik Ben Amara, representative of the 
UNDP

UNDP

28-E Statement by Mr. Gamel Eddine Soleiman, representative of 
the League of Arab States

League of Arab 
States

29-E Statement by Mr. Mohammad A. Mustafa : The World Bank 
and the telecommunication sector's development

World Bank
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS / LISTE DES ABREVLATIONS / o I I

E - AFESD Arab Fund For Economic and Social Development
F - FADES Fonds arabe pour le developpement economique et social
A- sLû U yJ >«JI idfrU.jtll

E - AMU Arab Maghrebian Union
F - UMA Union du Maghreb arabe
A- ^ j y J I j U k l l

E-  ALECSO 
F - ALECSO* 
A-

Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization 
Organisation arabe pour l'education, la culture et la science 

(j A i l j f i l I j < a j s u l l

E-  ARABSAT 
F - ARABSAT* 
A-

Arab Satellite Communications Organization 
Organisation arabe des communications par satellite 
U L ^ llI  CiVLwaibU Lujxil

E - ARENTO Arab Republic of Egypt National Telecommunications Organization
F - ARENTO* Organisation nationale des telecommunications de la R6publique arabe dEgypte

E - ASBU Arab States Broadcasting Union
F - ASBU* Union de radiodiffusion des Etats arabes
A- <Lu_)»JI J[)jJI CiDjj jlaJll

E - ATU Arab Telecommunications Union
F - UAT Union arabe des telecommunications
A- <jSLL^3Ulj<jiLUIo3LaljjJJ(Jjj*JI jL̂ JiVI

E - BDT Telecommunications Development Bureau (of the ITU)
F - BDT* Bureau de developpement des telecommunications (de l’UIT)
A - ,».VI ■ ,~**.VI dj A*.* , -

E - CCIR International Radio Consultative Committee
F - CCIR* Comite consultatif international des radiocommunications
A - i t l j l l  d ill 2 . j l  , ..VI Ill

Same acronym in English and French /  Meme sigle en anglais et ffanfais /
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E - CCITT International Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee
F - CCITT* Comitd consultatif international tel6graphique et t£16phonique
A - <— 3-Jj-ill LjLtluiif I <*«■ HI

E - EC European Communities
F - CE Communaut6s europ6ennes
A- 4jjJUjVlciUla>3VI

E - ECA Economic Commission for Africa
F - CEA Commission 6conomique pour l'Afrique
A - <LjLwelSV I <laJl I

E - ESCWA Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
F - CESAO Commission gconomique et sociale pour l'Asie occidentale
A - K...I ■■ j  - 1 I il .^ W l  III

E - FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
F - FAO* Organisation des Nations Unies pour l’alimentation et l'agriculture
A - * c c ojaSU $jiklll MoIVl*

E - GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
F - GATT* Accord gdndral sur les tarifs douaniers et le commerce
A - S >1a31[ 1 y fc d l o lii yiull ^Udl itiiiVI

E - GCC Arab Gulf States Cooperation Council
F - CCG Conseil de cooperation des Etats arabes du Golfe
A - <Lu v«J I ̂ tlall 1.1 tal pitbull ̂ mla-a

E - IFRB International Frequency Registration Board
F - IFRB* Comite international d'enregistrement des frequences
A - o ljjjlll (Jjv mtl <iaJll

E - IMO International Maritime Organization
F - OMI Organisation maritime intemationale
A-

* Same acronym in English and French /  Meme sigle en anglais et frangais ! j  - '~ Mr~-vl
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E - INTELSAT 
F - INTELSAT* 
A-

E - ISDB 
F - BISD 
A-

E - OIC 
F - OCI 
A-

E - SFD 
F - FSD 
A-

E - UNDP 
F -  PNUD 
A-

E - UNESCO 
F -  UNESCO* 
A-

E - UNIDO 
F - ONUDI 
A-

E - URTNA 
F - URTNA* 
A-

Intemational Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
Organisation intemationale des telecommunications par satellites 
LfcLJI o VUmSULMI U iill

Islamic Development Bank 
Banque islamique de developpement

I | ,ilij

Organization of the Islamic Conference 
Organisation de la Conference islamique

i  nh'lo

Social Fund for Development 
Fonds social pour le developpement 
4 ‘»**■ It^cLaI^VI Jit I

United Nations Development Programme 
Programme des Nations Unies pour le developpement 

11 _̂«Vl

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
Organisation des Nations Unies pour l'education, la science et la culture 
SitiSJIj fiftllj <̂ >11 I fjS  I < a hi«

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
Organisation des Nations Unies pour le developpement industriel
d .<■ I *. ■ I 4..*.~ll I 4 A In 1A

Union of National Radio and Television Organizations of Africa 
Union des radiodiffusions et televisions nationales dAfrique

CilLjJI Jijjjih llj <tl jVI oI aU‘ia j la jl

* Same acronym in English and French / Meme sigle en anglais et fran9ais / U 1j .« a I  I ̂ .Vl
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