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■ WTSA-12 overview
Consolidating the standards ecosystem

Consolidating the 
standards ecosystem
By Malcolm Johnson, Director, Telecommunication 
Standardization Bureau, ITU

I  I look forward to  welcoming our membership to  Dubai fo r w hat 
promises to be a very interesting and productive event, and I am cer­
tain tha t WTSA-12 w ill consolidate the position of ITU's Telecommu­
nication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) as the oniy tru ly  global ICT 
standardization body: one where all countries have equal rights, and 
all companies have equal rights, no matter how large or small; where 
standards can be developed quickly to meet the needs o f all coun­
tries, whether in remote regions or urban areas; and where products 
and services meeting iTU-T standards can be used throughout the 
world; and where ITU-T's diverse membership can rely on an inclu­
sive, consensus-driven approach to  international iCT standardization.

The challenge for WTSA-12
An im portant task fo r WTSA-12 

is to  evaluate the progress on ac­
tions initiated at the previous 
WTSA in Johannesburg, South A f­
rica, in 2008. That Assembly took 
pivotal decisions which now need 
to  be refined and consolidated.

I am sure tha t WTSA-12 w ill 
identify new areas of w ork for 
ITU-T by assessing the scope and 
scale of emerging trends in the 
ICT industry. One obvious example

is the need to  respond to  increas­
ing industry convergence brought 
about by technological changes. 
"Vertical markets" such as the 
healthcare sector w ill benefit from  
ICT-enabled borderless transfer 
of inform ation and skills; the au­
tom otive industry from  greener, 
safer in te lligent transport sys­
tems; and public utilities, such as 
electricity and water, from  the ef­
ficiency gains achieved by smart

electricity grids and smart water 
management.

The fu ture  of such innova­
tions depends upon the availabil­
ity of international ICT standards 
tha t are purpose bu ilt to  meet 
the needs o f vertical markets. The 
Global Standards Symposium (GSS) 
tha t precedes WTSA-12 w ill focus 
on this topic and contribute its 
findings to  the Assembly.
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The ro le  o f  w o rld  
telecom m unication  
standard ization  

assemblies

World telecommunication 

standardization assemblies 

(WTSAs) are held every 
four years. They gather 
the membership of ITU-T 

together to evaluate the 
Sector's structure and  

working methods, elect the 

leaders o f its advisory and 
study groups, and decide 
the strategic path of ITU-T.

WTSAs allow our global, 
public-private partnership 
of members to review the 
state of play in the world  

of ICT and ITU-T's role in it. 
In this way we can ensure 
that ITU-T's standardization 

work meets the needs of 
industry and our member 

countries throughout the 

world.
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Side events
E-health standards, innovation, 

and network resilience w ill be the 
topics of three side events to  be 
held during WTSA-12. The e-health 
event w ill build on ITU-T's new col­
laboration w ith  the World Health 
Organization. Advancing the roll­
out of international standards for 
e-health and telemedicine services 
w ill help to  overcome interoper­
ability problems.

The reciprocal relationship be­
tween innovation and standardi­
zation w ill be the focus of the ICT 
innovation event, which w ill look 
at how ITU-T can promote the ex­
citing innovations tha t are emerg­
ing from  the developing world.

The event on network resil­
ience and recovery w ill give ex­
perts the opportun ity to  express 
their views on the various means

tha t are available to  bolster the re­
silience of critical communications 
infrastructure in the face of natu­
ral disasters.

There w ill also be a showcasing 
event to  h ighligh t current state-of- 
the-art products tha t meet iTU-T 
standards.

Preparing for WTSA-12
We have worked hard to  pre­

pare fo r WTSA-12. We know that 
standardization requirements 
differ from  region to  region, and 
have therefore held a number of 
regional preparatory meetings to 
prepare coordinated contributions 
reflecting regional concerns. In 
addition, the Telecommunication 
Standardization Advisory Group 
(TSAG) held a special preparatory 
meeting in July 2012.
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There is great interest in lead­
ing specific standardization ac­
tivities under ITU auspices, and we 
have received candidatures from  
37 countries: 17 fo r chairmanships 
and 89 fo r vice-chairmanships of 
study groups.

WTSA-08, a pivotal 
predecessor

WTSA-12 w ill build on the 
achievements of its predecessor, 
the exceptionally productive As­
sembly held in Johannesburg in 
2008. WTSA-08 marked significant 
changes to  ITU-T's structure and 
initiated many new study areas. A 
landmark event, WTSA-08 received 
768 participants from  99 countries, 
more than any prior WTSA. It was 
also the first WTSA to  be preceded 
by a Global Standards Symposium, 
was the first held in Africa, the first 
chaired by a woman, and the first 
in which special accommodation 
was made fo r academia.

WTSA-08 called fo r increased 
emphasis on areas such as cyber­
security, the deployment o f IPv6, 
conformance and interoperability 
testing, ICT and ciimate change, 
and increasing accessibility to  ICT 
fo r persons w ith  disabilities, and

initiated the creation of the new 
ITU academic membership cat­
egory, and the reduced Sector 
membership fee fo r com­
panies from  developing 
countries.

The impetus fo r the 
substantial ou tput of 
ITU-T over the past four 
years was the decisions 
taken at WTSA-08. This 
output has spanned all lay­
ers of communications: op ti­
cal transport standards; next- 
generation home networking 
standards; smart grids; cloud com­
puting; machine-to-machine com­
munications; e-health; intelligent 
transport systems; audiovisual 
media and telecommunication/ 
ICT accessibility; IPTV; emergency 
communications; methods fo r 
measuring the impact of ICT 
on climate change; universal 
charging standards; cyberse­
curity standards, such as CY- 
BEX, on inform ation 
exchange; and 
a successor to  
the Primetime 
Emmy Award- 
w inning ITU-T 
H.264 video 
codec.

A C A D E M Y  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  a r t s  & sCI

2QDB PRIMETIME EMMY AWA
TSTANDINS ACHIEVEMENT IN engineering l-

nsve, _ JOINT VIDEO TEAM mpeg

S-OPM6NT OF THE HIGH PROFILE OF H.S ■ ^
'IN TER NA TIO NA L T E L E C O M M U N IC A T E ^
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Bridging the 
standardization gap

WTSA-08 gave special empha­
sis to  increasing the participation 
o f developing countries in interna­
tional standardization work. This 
led to  "bridging the standardiza­
tion gap" being enshrined as one 
o f ITU-T's three strategic objec­
tives by the ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference, held in 2010, in Gua­
dalajara, Mexico.

Good progress has been made 
in meeting this objective by estab­
lishing regional groups, introduc­
ing a mentoring programme, brief­
ing sessions fo r new delegates.

more meetings in developing na­
tions, making "remote participa­
tion " facilities available to  those 
unable to  travel to  our meetings, 
and granting of fellowships — as 
far as has been possible w ith in  our 
budgetary constraints.

These actions have made an 
appreciable contribution to  the 
Union's mission to  "Connect the 
World". Since 2007, more than 
40 countries tha t had never before 
participated in ITU-T's w ork were 
able to  do so fo r the firs t time, 
and in 2011 alone we welcomed 
16 new countries as active partici­
pants in ITU-T.

Membership
I am pieased to  say that the 

number of Sector Members and 
their financial contribution is now 
showing a positive trend fo r the 
firs t time in many years. And it is 
rewarding to  note that, fo llow ing 
WTSA-08's initiative, ITU-T's aca­
demic membership has become 
a particular area o f success, w ith  
35 new institutions jo in ing since 
the category was introduced in
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