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Xlllth Plenary 
Assembly of the CCIR 

Election of the 
new Director 

of the Committee

The X m th  Plenary Assembly o f  the 
International Radio Consultative Com­

mittee was held from 15 to 26 July 1974 
at the International Conference Centre, 
Geneva. Three hundred and twenty-two 
delegates from 72 countries attended this 
meeting.

The Assem bly elected M r. G u n n ar Peder­
sen, D irector-G eneral o f  Posts and  Tele­
graphs o f D enm ark , as its C hairm an, 
and  M r. A . B adalov, D eputy  M inister o f 
Telecom m unications (U SSR ), M r. K . Basu 
(India), M r. G . L. H uffcutt (U nited  States) 
and  M r. P. R ato v o n d rah o n a  (M adagascar) 
as V ice-Chairm en.

A fter thanking  the partic ipan ts in  the 
X ll l th  Plenary  Assem bly for appoin ting  
h im  C hairm an, M r. G u n n ar Pedersen 
defined the objectives o f the C C IR  as 
fo llow s:

“ A ccording to  the M ontreux  C onvention, 
w hich is still in  force, it  is the sole duty 
o f the C C IR  to  study technical and 
operating  questions in  connection  w ith

rad iocom m unication— as defined in the 
C onvention— and to  issue recom m enda­
tions on  them .

“ This has been the task  o f the C C IR  
ever since it was b o rn  in  W ashington 
in  1927, and  the recent P lenipotentiary  
C onference in  T orrem olinos d id  no t 
m ake any change in  th is basic principle. 
I  consider this to  be very im portan t. 
I t  m eans th a t the specialists in  the C C IR  
give the results o f  their studies on  a 
purely technical basis. A nd  as the rec­
om m endations have been form ulated  by 
the best experts from  all over the w orld, 
they should  autom atically  represent the 
m ost valuable advice given to  the tele­
com m unication  adm inistrations. A nd, I 
m ay add  th a t as no  o ther body inside 
the IT U — o r outside— has the au thority  
to  change a single w ord  in  these technical 
recom m endations, they canno t be col­
oured  by secondary considerations of 
a  non-technical nature.
“ The adm inistra tions are  o f course free 
to  apply these recom m endations and  in

T E L E C O M M U N IC A T IO N  J O U R N A L  - VO L. 41 - VIII/1974  529



union activities

m ost cases they do so. The advice of 
wise m en should never be neglected! 
But in  som e cases, they find it necessary 
to  in troduce o ther factors in their deci­
sions such as econom y o r industrial 
and  political considerations. T hat is 
clearly the responsibility o f each adm inis­
tra tion , bu t no t o f the C C IR .

“ This principle also serves to  give a 
clear line o f separation  betw een the 
C C I w ork and  the tasks perform ed by 
the adm inistrative conferences in  which 
each adm in istra tion  separately m ust take 
the responsibility  on  how  they wish to 
mix their cocktail m ade up from  various 
bottles w ith technical and  non-technical 
drinks.

“ I feel th a t the success— n o t only o f the 
C C IR , bu t o f the IT U  itself—is due to 
this clear separation  o f responsibility 
on substantive m atters betw een the various 
bodies and conferences o f the U nion.

“ The im portance o f the w ork done by 
the C C IR  has increased steadily during 
the last years. W ithout the sound technical 
background as supplied by the C C IR , 
the IFR B  w ould no t be able to  perform  
its w ork, and  the im portan t space con­
ferences and o ther adm inistrative radio  
conferences w ould no doub t have failed.

“ I believe th a t the technology used by 
radiocom m unication  is developing faster 
than  ever and tha t the im portance of 
ou r w ork will continue to  increase. 
T he inform ation  explosion and  the grow ­
ing use o f electronic mass com m unication 
represent a real challenge to all types o f

radiocom m unication , and  perhaps m ost 
o f all to  ou r colleagues from  developing 
countries. ”

In  his address, M r. M. M ili, Secretary- 
G eneral o f the IT U , paid  a  tribu te  to 
M r. Jack  H erbstreit (U nited  States) who, 
after Professor van  der Pol o f the N ether­
lands and  the late D r. M etzler o f  Sw itzer­
land, had been the th ird  elected D irec to r 
of the C C IR  and  had  decided o f his 
own accord  no t to  stand  for re-election.

In  this connection  M r. Mili said:

“ O ur friend Jack  H erbstreit has decided 
to  leave us to re tu rn  to  his labora to ry  
and  his beloved C olorado, after having 
directed the C C IR  fo r the past eight years 
w ith ou tstanding  ability  and an  acute 
sense o f responsibility.

“ O n num erous occasions, he has dis­
played his exem plary devotion to  duty 
together w ith indisputable au thority . H e 
has always steadfastly defended the in ­
terests o f the C C IR  before the highest 
instances o f the U nion. Before the A d­
m inistrative C ouncil and  in  the C o­
o rd ination  C om m ittee, he has never 
hesitated to  shoulder his responsibilities, 
and  has always safeguarded the interests 
o f the C C IR  and  the prerogatives o f 
its specialized Secretariat. H e leaves 
the staff o f  the U n ion  w ith the m em ory 
of a m an o f wide understanding  and  an 
advocate o f great eloquence.

“ In  spite o f his fo rth righ t disposition, 
Jack H erbstreit has always proved a 
highly am iable and  very co-operative 
colleague in  the C o-ord ination  Com m ittee.

“ H is fellow elected officials, as well as 
all the staff o f the IT U , will long preserve 
their m em ory o f a m an  o f great up righ t­
ness, honesty, delicacy and  am iability. ”

As a  token  o f appreciation  o f all the 
services th a t M r. H erbstreit h ad  rendered 
to  the IT U , the Secretary-G eneral p re­
sented him  w ith the silver m edal o f the 
U n ion  C entenary and  w ith a scroll 
sim ilar to  the one he had  given less than  
two m onths previously to  M r. M ulatier 
and  M r. Valensi.

A t its a fternoon  m eeting o n  Tuesday, 
16 July, the X ll l th  Plenary Assem bly 
elected as the D irector o f the C C IR  
M r. R ichard  C. K irby  (U nited  States), 
to  succeed M r. Jack  H erbstreit, w ho 
had  been D irector since 1966.

A fter M r. K irby  had  been elected, the 
Secretary-G eneral o f the IT U  m ade the 
following s ta tem en t:

“ O n behalf o f the IT U  as a whole, I 
should like to  proffer my sincere congra tu ­
lations to  M r. K irby, w ho has ju s t been 
brilliantly  elected to  the post o f D irector 
o f the C C IR .

“ As the C hairm an  o f the Plenary 
A ssem bly has ju s t pointed  out, M r. K irby  
has for over 20 years partic ipated  very 
actively and  consistently in the w ork 
o f this perm anent o rgan  o f the U nion.

“ In  particu lar, he attended  the IX th  Ple­
nary  Assem bly in Los Angeles, the 
X lth  Plenary Assem bly in  Oslo and 
the X llth  Plenary Assem bly in  New 
D elhi. H is com prehensive know ledge of

1.
X lllth  Plenary Assembly o f  the CCIR

2 .

Election o f  the new Director o f  the Committee 

3.
Mr. Richard C. Kirby after his election as 
Director o f  the CCIR

1. 2. 3.
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the w ork o f the C C IR , the excellent 
adm inistrative capacities th a t he has 
displayed and  the o ther personal qualities 
th a t he possesses to  such a high degree 
fully confirm  the w isdom  o f your choice.

“ W e are therefore convinced th a t 
M r. K irby will pursue w ith great skill 
and  savoir-faire the noble task  accom ­
plished by his illustrious predecessors.

“ As C hairm an  o f the C o-ord ination  
C om m ittee, I  am  also certa in  th a t 
M r. K irb y ’s dynam ic action  and  high 
adm inistrative and  dip lom atic skills will 
m ake an  extrem ely positive and  valuable 
con tribu tion  to  the C o-ord ination  
Com m ittee.

“ In  m y personal capacity  and  on  behalf 
o f the C o-o rd ination  C om m ittee, I  con­
gratu late our new colleague and  welcome 
him  in to  our m idst, w ishing him  good 
luck in  the perform ance o f the onerous 
tasks w hich aw ait him . ”

M r. R ichard  C. K irby  was b o rn  on 
22 N ovem ber 1922 a t G alesburg, Illinois, 
U nited  States. A  form er student o f the 
U niversity  o f M innesota, M inneapolis, 
he was telecom m unication engineer, chair­
m an  and  m em ber on  several U nited  
States G overnm ent com m ittees. M r. K irby 
was an  engineer in  the U nited  States 
A rm y Signal C orps from  1942 to  1946. 
F ro m  1946 to 1951 he w orked as a ju n io r 
scientist a t the U n ited  States C entral 
R adio  P ropaga tion  L abora to ry  (C R PL) 
and  at the U niversity o f M innesota. F rom  
1951 to 1965 M r. K irby  held senior 
posts in  the N ational B ureau o f S tandards 
(NBS), U n ited  States D epartm en t o f 
Com m erce. F ro m  1965 to  1967 M r. K irby 
was D irec to r o f the Ionospheric  Tele­
com m unications L abora to ry . F ro m  1967 
to 1968 he was D eputy  D irec to r and 
from  1968 to  1971 he was D irec to r of 
the Institu te  o f Telecom m unications 
Sciences o f the U n ited  States D epartm en t 
o f Com m erce. Since 1971 M r. K irby  has 
been associate d irector o f  the Office o f 
Telecom m unications, U n ited  States D e­
partm ent o f Com m erce. F ro m  1953 on­
w ards M r. K irby  partic ipated  in m ost 
C C IR  m eetings and  in several conferences 
o f the IT U . M r. K irby  is a m em ber of 
several in ternational scientific associations 
and  a  fellow o f the Institu te  o f Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). H e is 
the au th o r o f  a  great num ber o f technical 
publications on  radiocom m unications and 
particularly  on  propagation .

A  detailed account o f the w ork o f the 
X lll th  Plenary Assem bly will be published 
in  a forthcom ing  issue o f the Telecommu­
nication Journal.

Meeting of CCITT 
TEUREM Group

The CCITT Re­
gional Tariff 

Group for Europe and 
the M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
B a s i n  ( T E U R E M  
Group) met at ITU  
headquarters, Geneva, 
from 1 to 5 April 
1974 under the Chair­
manship o f M r. W. 
Jost (Switzerland).

In  accordance w ith 
its term s o f reference, 
the G ro u p ’s w ork 
was conducted  in  
m eetings confined to  

adm in istra tions and  C C IT T  recognized 
private  operating  agencies. They were 
attended  by 38 delegates representing 
16 countries in  the reg ion ; a  delegate 
from  A ustra lia  a ttended  as an  observer.

T he V ice-C hairm anship o f the G roup  
being vacant since the retirem ent o f 
M r. K arel B ohac (Czechoslovakia), M r. 
J. D u n in  o f the A dm in istra tion  o f  the 
P eop le’s R epublic o f Po land  was elected 
by acclam ation  to  replace M r. Bohac.

I t will be recalled that, during  the pre­
ceding study period, the T E U R E M  G roup  
had m ade a tho rough  study o f the costs of 
telephone and  telex services and  prepared 
two d raft recom m endations concerning 
tariff standards fo r telephone and  telex 
relations in  the region. T hose recom m en­
dations, w hich were approved by the 
V th Plenary  Assem bly o f the C C IT T  
(R ecom m endations D .300 R  and  D.301 R 
in the Green Book, Vol. II-A) are  now 
being applied by the adm in istra tions of 
all the E u ropean  countries and  by som e 
countries in N o rth  Africa.

U nder the term s o f Q uestions 10/111 
and 11/III , the G roup  was given the 
task  o f m aking  a  cost study during  the 
present study period  to  determ ine the 
basic tariff com ponents f o r :

—  sound and  television program m e 
transm issions,

—  leased sound and television program m e 
circuits, and

— the telegraph service.

To do this, the G roup  prepared two 
questionnaires to w hich adm inistrations 
in  the region are  asked to  reply by the 
end o f D ecem ber 1974. F ro m  the replies 
received the G roup  will calculate average 
costs a t a  m eeting p lanned for the spring 
o f 1975 and  will draw  up the necessary 
regional d raft recom m endations to  be 
subm itted  to  the next Plenary Assembly 
o f the CCITT.

T he accelerated rise in  the cost o f living 
and  the present instability  o f currencies 
are  m aking  the w ork o f the T E U R E M  
G roup  m ore and m ore difficult and 
com plicated. H ard ly  have standard  rates 
been established before they are  rendered 
ou t o f date  by econom ic developm ents. 
Tariffs will, therefore, have to  be con­
stantly  under review. The T E U R E M  
G roup  discussed a t length the steps to 
be taken  and  the course to  be followed 
to  m eet th is s itua tion ; these discussions 
are  partia lly  reflected in som e o f  the 
specific questions contained in  the new 
questionnaires.

C ertain  adm inistrations described the 
difficulties they will experience in  applying 
as from  1 January  1975 the standard  
rates la id  dow n for the “ transm ission ” 
elem ent in R ecom m endations D .300 R  
and D.301 R . I t was no t possible, how ­
ever, to reach unanim ity  on a  p roposal for 
the extension o f the current transition  
period. In  view o f this, the T E U R E M  
G roup  decided th a t the final rates will 
com e in to  force as planned, bu t tha t a 
new study o f the costs o f telephone and 
telex services will be undertaken  im m edi­
ately. A  sm all group consisting o f the 
C hairm an of the T E U R E M  G roup  and 
one delegate each from  the A dm inistrations 
o f the Federal R epublic o f G erm any, 
F rance, Spain, and  the U nited K ingdom  
was set up to  m ake the necessary am end­
m ents as soon  as possible to  the ques­
tionnaire  utilized during the previous 
study period, in o rder to  adap t it to 
present requirem ents. I t did this a t a 
m eeting a t the C C ITT  Secretariat, 
Geneva, on 16 and  17 M ay 1974. The 
A dm inistra tions o f the E urope and the 
M editerranean Basin Region are therefore 
requested to  reply to  this questionnaire 
also by the end o f D ecem ber 1974.

W. J.

Mr. W. Jost

T E L E C O M M U N IC A  T IO N  J O U R N A L  - VO L. 41 -  IX U 974  531


