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SADIOCOMMUNICATION

New directions

for future work
of ITU Radiocommunication Sector

anbul, the city that has long been

source of inspiration for culture

oetry’, music and art) over the centuries,
has also inspired greatly the first Radiocom-
munication Assembly (RA-2000) of the millen-
nium which it hosted from 1 to 5 May. Radio-
communication assemblies are normally con-
vened every two to three years, and may be
associated in place and time with a world radio-
communication conference (WRC).

The Assembly, which was opened by the Turk-
ish Minister of Transport and Communications,
Enis Oksuz, took place
under the Chairmanship
of Eberhard George
(Germany), assisted by
four Vice-Chairpersons:

Mark Krivocheev (Rus-
sia), Masayoshi Murotani
C. Merchan
Escalante (Mexico) and

(Japan),

Idrissa Samake (Mali).
In his opening re-
marks, Robert W. Jones,
Director of the |ITU
Radiocom munication
Bureau (BR) paid tribute
to the Turkish Administra-
tion fortheir outstanding
commitment to organize
the Radiocommunication
Assembly and the World
Radiocom munication
Conference in Istanbul.
Mr Jones added that
this eventwas unique not
just because it was the
first ITU Radiocommu-
nication Assembly to be
held outside Geneva,
but also because of the

Istanbul, the city that has long been a source of
inspiration for culture (poetry, music and art)

Photo: A. de Perron (ITU 002151)

number of challenging issues that re-
quired the understanding and coopera-

tion on the part of all, due to the very limited
time available. "Many of these issues result from
important changes decided by the Plenipotenti-
1998) which re-
quire a continuous effort to make the activities
of the

indeed the entire Sector, more efficient", he said.

ary Conference (Minneapolis,

radiocommunication study groups and,

ITU Secretary-General, Yoshio Utsumi, urged
the Assembly to implement decisions of the
Minneapolis Conference aimed at reinforcing

the role of the Union in

the telecommunications

field. "There is no need

to say thatthe ITU mem-

bership should play an

active role in strength-
ening the Union's posi-
tion in an environment
where it is being chal-
lenged. This is a con-
stant preoccupation for
all of us. A number of
important initiatives,
such as the establish-
ment of the Reform Ad-
visory Panel, have been
taken to this end. In the
field of radiocommuni-
cation, new proposals
and suggestions are
also needed to achieve
this goal and we must
give the Council (ITU's
governing body) and the
next plenipotentiary con-
ference good ideas to
carry out the necessary
changes", Mr Utsumi

declared.
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RADIOCOMMUNICATION

Concluding his remarks, the Secretary-Gen-
eral called on the Assembly "not to forget that
ITU isthe only organization where spectrum regu-
lators, spectrum wusers, administrations, equip-
ment manufacturers and service providers and
others have established a worldwide forum to
talk to each other. Many important projects which
depend upon the work of the Radiocom-
munication Sector have now achieved global ap-
plication. This can be said
of IMT-2000 (International
Mobile Telecommunica-
tions-2000) and will cer-
tainly be the case for many
more projects, the success
of which will send a signal
to the external world of the

ever-increasing role of the

ITu."
Main issues
for RA-2000

For five days the As-
sembly discussed the re-
sults of the work of the
study groups of the ITU
Radiocommunication Sec-
tor (ITU-R) in the period
1997-2000,
provements to the working

further im-
methods of the study
groups, approval of recommendations, work
programme (adoption of questions and setting
of priorities, both for regular work and WRC-
related activities), the structure of the study
groups, including the Radiocommunication Ad-
visory Group (RAG), the Conference Preparatory
Meeting (CPM), and the Special Committee on
Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SC).

RA-2000 took some

Voice over Internet Protocol (VolP),

landmark decisions on
IMT-2000,
fixed-wireless access, mobile for developing
countries and on some controversial recom-

mendations dealing with sharing issues.

Working methods

The working practices of the Sector are cov-
ered by a series of resolutions, some of which
were reviewed by the Assembly. O f greatest sig-
nificance was the adoption of a fast-track ap-

proach for the adoption of technical recom-
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mendations when they do not have regulatory
or policy implications nor to issues relevant to
the work of radiocommunication conferences
(which are treaty-making). This measure was in
response to a resolution of the Minneapolis Con-
ference (Resolution 82).

Until now, approval of recommendations (the
standards developed by study groups) has been
the exclusive province of the Member States, ei-

ther atan assembly or, in-

creasingly, by consulta-
tion in the period be-
tween two assemblies. In
order to give the industry
greater decision-making
authority and achieve a
shorter time-to-market
for recommendations to
better serve the needs of
the market-place, Reso-
lution 82 proposed that
recommendations which
do not have regulatory
and policy content might
be approved directly by
study groups without the
subsequent and lengthy
step of formal adoption
by Member States. Study
groups are groups of ex-
perts from both industry
and Member States who participate on an equal
footing.

The Assembly had the onerous task of estab-
lishing categories, identifying what is regulatory
and policy and what was not. Most delegations
were in favour of the move while some Member
States were somewhat cautious in this regard,
feeling that national sovereignty and the inter-
governmental nature of the organization would
be at stake. The case was made that if indeed
during the course of work a recommendation
appeared to have some regulatory or policy im-
pact, the study group would always have the
possibility of reverting to the standard approval
process.

After a protracted debate, agreement on the
fast-track procedure was finally reached. A suit-
able categorization of the questions to which this
procedure will apply will be carried out by each

study group as soon as possible.
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Radiocommunication Study Groups

Study Group 1 (Spectrum management)
Spectrum planning, utilization, engineering, sharing and monitoring
Chairperson: R Mayer (United States)
Vice-Chairpersons: T. Jeacock (United Kingdom), N. Kisrawi (Syria) and A. Pavliouk (Russia)

Study Group 3 (Radiowave propagation)
Propagation of radio waves in ionized and non-ionized media and the characteristics of radio noise, for
the purpose of improving radiocommunication systems
Chairperson: D. G. Cole (Australia)
Vice-Chairpersons: B. Arbesser-Rastburg (European Space Agency— ESA) and D. V. Rogers (Canada)

Study Group 4 (Fixed-satellite service)
Systems and networks for the fixed-satellite service and inter-satellite links in the fixed-satellite service,
including associated tracking, telemetry and telecommand functions
Chairperson: Y. Ito (Japan)
Vice-Chairpersons: J. M. R Fortes (Brazil), A. G. Reed (United Kingdom), J. Sesefia Navarro (Spain)
and Ms V. Rawat (Canada)

Study Group 6 (Broadcasting services)
Radiocommunication broadcasting (terrestrial and satellite), including vision, sound, multimedia and
data services principally intended for delivery to the general public
Chairperson: A. Magenta (Italy)
Vice-Chairpersons: S. Glotov (Ukraine), V. Stepanian (Islamic Republic of Iran), K. M. Paul (India), J.
Kumada (Japan), H. Kussmann (Germany), L. Olson (United States), J. A. Flaherty (North American
Broadcasters Association — NABA) and R Najm (Arab States Broadcasting Union — ASBU)

Study Group 7 (Science services)

Systems for space operation, space research, earth exploration and meteorology, including the related
use of links in the inter-satellite service; radioastronomy and radar astronomy as well as dissemination,
reception and coordination of standard-frequency and time-signal services, including the application of
satellite techniques on a worldwide basis

Chairperson: R M. Taylor (United States)

Vice-Chairpersons: G. De Jong (Netherlands), V. Meens (France), M. B. Vasiliev (Russia) and R Jacob-
sen (Australia)

Study Group 8 (Mobile, radiodetermination, amateur and related satellite services)
Systems and networks for the mobile, radiodetermination and amateur services, including related
satellite services
Chairperson: C. Van Diepenbeek (Netherlands)

Vice-Chairpersons: T. Mizuike (Japan), R. L. Swanson (United States) and V. A. Strelets (Russia)

Study Group 9 (Fixed service)
Systems and networks of the fixed service operating via terrestrial stations
Chairperson: V. M. Minkin (Russia)
Vice-Chairpersons: A. Hashimoto (Japan), Ft. Mazar (Israel) and K. Medley (United States)

Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SC)
Chairperson: J.-R Huynh (France)
Vice-Chairpersons: L W. Barclay (United Kingdom) and R Garcfa Barquero (Spain)

Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM)
Chairperson: E. George (Germany)
Vice-Chairpersons: Ms V. Rawat (Canada) and M. Ghazal (Lebanon)

Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SC)

Chairperson: E Raney (France)
Vice-Chairpersons: E Williams (United States) and S. Balakrishnan (India)

Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG)
Chairperson: B. Grade (Canada)
Vice-Chairpersons: A. I. Kushtuev (Russia), I. Samake (Mali) and W. Luther (United States)
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Approval of recommendations

In comparison with previous assemblies, there
were fewer recommendations submitted for ap-
proval as a great majority were adopted through
the consultation process when they had been
agreed at study group level. The Assembly had
nevertheless, some 90 draft new or revised rec-
ommendations on the table spanning a range
of issues involving spectrum management, shar-
ing criteria and system specification and in par-
ticularthe landmark agreement on the IMT-2000
specifications for the air radio interfaces.

Rights of Associates

The Radiocommunication Sector will be the
first to implement a decision of the Minneapolis
Conference calling forthe establishment of a new
category of participants in ITU work. Known as
Associates, this category was created to draw
on the knowledge and expertise of entities when
mutual interests exist. The creation of this new
category also aims at encouraging greater par-
ticipation in the work of ITU by smaller compa-
nies, institutions and organizations with highly
focussed areas of activity.

Thanks to a decision of RA-2000, interested
entities or organizations will now be able to join
the Sector as Associates, and be entitled to take
part in the work of a selected single study group
and its subordinate groups (working parties, joint
working parties, task groups and
groups). Associates will therefore be able to par-

joint task
ticipate in meetings, submit contributions and
provide comments before the adoption of rec-
ommendations. In addition, Associates will be
able to take partin the process of preparing rec-
ommendations within a single study group. They
will however not be entitled to vote, should the
case arise.

In defining these rights, the Assembly has fur-
ther invited the Council to determine a financial
contribution for Associate membership to share
in defraying the expenses of the Sector and the
study group concerned.

Structure of radiocommunication
study groups

Considering convergence between technolo-
gies in use for several types of radio services
where the distinction between services and

applications is increasingly blurring, RA-2000
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decided to merge the sound broadcasting study
group (formerly Study Group 10) and the televi-
sion broadcasting study group (formerly Study
Group 11) into a new one (Study Group 6), re-
ducing the total number from eight to seven.

This much-talked about merger had been
controversial in the past, but agreement was
finally reached, having found a compromise on
the scope of the new study group, in particular
as regards matters on the "borderline" between
ITU-R and the ITU Telecommunication Standard-
ization Sector (ITU-T).

The new study group will be responsible for
satellite and terrestrial broadcasting from end-
to-end including vision, sound, multimedia and
data services. In particular, it will study those as-
pects related to production and radiocom -
munication including the international exchange
of programmes as well as the performance of
the overall delivery chain to the general public.

Both the new structure and scopes of the study
groups are shown on page 3. The work of these
study groups involves developing technical, op-
erational and procedural bases for efficient use
of the radio spectrum and the geostationary-sat-
ellite orbit.

Further, the Assembly appointed or confirmed
the chairpersons and vice-chairpersons for the
Study Groups, the Conference Preparatory Meet-
ing (CPM), the Special Committee on Regula-
tory/Procedural Matters (SC), the Radiocommuni-
cation Advisory Group (RAG) and the Coordi-
nation Committee for Vocabulary (CCV); it also
confirmed the eight-year maximum term of of-
fice for chairpersons as it was felt that this dura-
tion provided stability and continuity in the work
while offering opportunities for bringing to the
Sector fresh talents and expertise. However, the
term of office for the chairperson and vice-chair-
person of the Radiocommunication Advisory
Group was reduced to four years as different
factors applied for RAG than for study groups.

Work programme of ITU-R study
groups

The work programme approved for the next
study period contains some 340 questions with
their priority and urgency for completion of stud-
related to
agenda items of WRCs or requested by WRC
resolutions. =

ies. It includes studies on matters





