
 
 

© International Telecommunication Union 
 

 

Journal Title: ITU News  

Journal Issue: no. 10, 2007 

Article Title: Decisions from RA-07 and WRC-07 will speed up response to disasters  

Author: Bruce Emirali, Bruce Gracie 

Page number(s): pp. 19-20  

 
 
This electronic version (PDF) was scanned by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Library & 
Archives Service from an original paper document in the ITU Library & Archives collections. 
 
 
La présente version électronique (PDF) a été numérisée par le Service de la bibliothèque et des archives de 
l'Union internationale des télécommunications (UIT) à partir d'un document papier original des collections 
de ce service. 
 
 
Esta versión electrónica (PDF) ha sido escaneada por el Servicio de Biblioteca y Archivos de la Unión 
Internacional de Telecomunicaciones (UIT) a partir de un documento impreso original de las colecciones del 
Servicio de Biblioteca y Archivos de la UIT. 
 
 
 (ITU) للاتصالات الدولي الاتحاد في والمحفوظات المكتبة قسم أجراه الضوئي بالمسح تصویر نتاج (PDF) الإلكترونیة النسخة ھذه
 .والمحفوظات المكتبة قسم في المتوفرة الوثائق ضمن أصلیة ورقیة وثیقة من نقلاً 
 
 
此电子版（PDF版本）由国际电信联盟（ITU）图书馆和档案室利用存于该处的纸质文件扫描提供。 

 

 
Настоящий электронный вариант (PDF) был подготовлен в библиотечно-архивной службе 
Международного союза электросвязи путем сканирования исходного документа в бумажной форме из 
библиотечно-архивной службы МСЭ. 

 

 



Radio decisions

Decisions from RA-07 and WRC-07 will 
speed up response to disasters
Bruce Emirali
Radio Frequency Manager, Directorate o f  CIS Strategy, New Zealand, and

Bruce Gracie
Senior Advisor, In ternational Organizations, Industry Canada

§  S ignificant measures to  speed up re­

sponses to  natural disasters w ere taken at 

the  R adiocom m unica tion Assem bly (RA-07) 

and the W orld  R adiocom m unication Con­

ference (WRC-07), held in Geneva in O cto ­

ber and Novem ber 2007 The tw o  m eetings 

adop ted  resolutions w h ich  pave the  w ay fo r 

the im p lem enta tion  o f practical measures to  

fac ilita te  hum an ita rian  assistance at the  very 

early stages o f em ergency and disaster relief 

operations.

World Radiocommunication 
Conference

in ad op ting  Resolution CO M 6/2 

(W RC-07) subm itted  jo in tly  by Canada and 

N ew  Zealand, the  conference recognized 

th a t it is crucial to  make im m edia te ly  avail­

able p re -identified  and pre-coord ina ted 

frequencies, and /o r opera tion-flex ib le  tech ­

nologies, to  a llow  near-instantaneous deci­

sions on the  use o f available rad io-frequency 

spectrum .

in tim es o f  disaster, rad iocom m un ica tion  

facilities may be destroyed o r im paired, and 

national regulatory au thorities  m ig h t no t 

be able to  provide the  necessary spectrum  

m anagem ent services fo r the  dep loym en t 

o f radio systems fo r  relief operations. Rec­

ogn iz ing  this, W RC-07 specified th a t e ffo rts

are needed to  assist ITU M em ber States w ith  

the ir em ergency com m un ica tion  prepared­

ness. Such e ffo rts  include p ro m otin g  in te r­

operab ility  th rou gh  the  iden tifica tion  o f ind i­

vidual adm in is tra tions ' available frequencies 

w ith in  w h ich  equ ipm en t can operate, o r the 

use o f spectrum -flexib le  equ ipm en t th a t a l­

lows fo r opera tion  in variable spectrum -ac- 

cess scenarios. The conference also agreed 

th a t the  deve lopm ent o f standard opera ting 

procedures fo r  spectrum  m anagem ent in 

the  event o f disasters w o u ld  im prove bo th  

com m un ica tion  and coo rd ina tion  am ong 

hum anitarian agencies th a t are part o f the 

initial response teams.

ITU to  estab lish  a d a ta b a s e  o f  av a i la b le  
f re q u en c ie s  fo r  use in e m erg en c ies

A  s ign ificant m ilestone was reached as 

the  ITU R adiocom m unication Bureau p ro m ­

ised to  provide such assistance by establish­

ing a database o f available frequencies fo r 

use in emergencies. In accordance w ith  Res­

o lu tio n  C O M 6/2, the  Bureau was instructed 

to  fac ilita te  on line access to  the  database by 

adm in istra tions, na tional regu la tory a u th o ri­

ties, and disaster relief agencies and o rg an i­

zations. in tu rn , adm in is tra tions were urged 

to  provide up -to -da te  in fo rm a tio n  concern­

ing the ir na tional frequency allocations and
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spectrum  m anagem ent practices fo r em er­

gency and disaster relief rad iocornm unica- 

tions. The submission o f in fo rm a tio n  by ad­

m in istra tions W ill be strictly on a vo lun ta ry 

basis, and can include, bu t is n o t lim ited to , 

the  frequencies and frequency ranges listed 

in Resolution 646 (WRC-03) on public p ro ­

tec tion  and disaster relief.

In add ition , the  conference agreed to  

m ainta in  Resolution 646 (WRC-03) and to  

m od ify  Resolution 644 on rad iocom m un i­

cation resources fo r early w arn ing , disaster 

m itiga tion  and relief operations. On a related 

m atter, it also adop ted Resolution C O M 6/23 

(WRC-07), w h ich  underlines the  essential 

nature o f Earth observation data fo r m on i­

to rin g  and predic ting ciim ate change in dis­

aster situations. ITU's R adiocom m unication 

Sector (ITU-R) is invited to  study possible 

means o f raising awareness o f the essential 

role and global im portance o f Earth obser­

va tion  rad iocom m un ica tion  applications.

Radiocommunication Assembly
RA-07 adop ted tw o  new  resolutions in 

the  area o f disaster relief operations: Reso­

lu tion  iTU-R 55 and Resolution ITU-R 53. 

The fo rm er focuses on the  deve lopm ent

o f spectrum  m anagem ent gu idelines and 

standard opera ting  procedures applicable 

in em ergency and disaster relief operations, 

tak ing in to  accoun t the  breadth o f o n g o ­

ing studies and activities in the  ITU—R study 

groups, in bo th  resolutions the  need fo r 

close coopera tion  and co llabora tion  is ex­

p lic itly  recognized, n o t on ly w ith in  ITU, bu t 

also w ith  o the r in te rna tiona l organizations, 

such as the  W ork ing  G roup on Emergency 

Telecom m unications (WGET) o f the United 

Nations O ffice fo r the  C oord ina tion  o f Hu­

m anitarian A ffa irs  (OCHA).

More to be done
Even tho ugh  the  critical im portance o f 

te lecom m unica tions in support o f relief o p ­

erations is w ell recognized by the  United Na­

tions and its M em ber States, w o rk  still needs 

to  be done to  ensure reliable com m un ica­

tions in support o f disaster relief operations. 

In particular, m ethods to  achieve im proved 

com m unica tions w ith in  the  firs t 48  hours o f 

a m ajor disaster need urgen t a tten tion . The 

ad op tion  o f Resolution CO M 6/2 (WRC-07) 

represents an im p o rtan t and s ign ifican t step 

in addressing th is  issue. §
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