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INTERNATIONAL

UniON INTERNACIONAL
TeELECOMMUNICATION UNION

DE TELECOMUNICACIONES

UnNION INTERNATIONALE ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : BURINTERNA GENEVE

SECRETARIAT GENERAL DES TELECOMMUNICATIONS TELEPHONE g: ;ggg
fererence & rappler dane 1 epoms: } Circular~letter No, 1 GENEVE, 22 January 1968
Indig en fa resp osta 5(729/65/3 PLAGE DES NATIONS

Subject : Final Acts of the World Administrative
Radio Conference to deal with matters
relating to the Maritime Mobile Service
(Geneva, 1967).

Dear Sir,

I have the honour to draw your attention to the attached
letter which I have received from Mr. R.M. Billington, who was
Chairman of the Maritime Conference.

Yours faithfully,

Annex : 1

Monsieur le Secrétaire général
Priére d'adresser toute correspondance officielle a Union internationale des télécommunicatio
Please address all official correspondance to -

Toda correspondencia oficial debe dirigirse a 1211 GENEVE 20
Sulsse - Switzerland - Suiza




GENERAL POST OFFICE
RADIO SERVICES DEPARTMENT

London, 20th December 1967

The Secretary-General
International Telecommunication
Union,

Geneva,
Switzerland

Dear Sir,

Final Acts of the Maritime Conference 1967

I have received a letter from the Danish Administration in my
capacity as Chairman of the Conference, drawing my attention to a discrepancy
in the Final Acts of the World Administrative Radio Conference to deal with
matters relating to the maritime mobile service, which concluded its
deliberations on 3rd November 1967.

The discrepancy is between Appendix 15 and Resolution MAR 12,
Annex 1., In Resolution MAR 12, Annex 1, under Step 1 it reads :~ "vacate
low traffic ship working channels 85~98". The 84 channels for low traffic
ships in <the new Appendix 15 (4-16 Mc/s) were created by taking the 83 lowest
channels from Section A of Appendix 15 (Geneva 1959) and adding a new channel
at the low frequency end. The low traffic ship working freguencies to be
vacated are consequently channels 84~98 (not 85-98) for the bands up to and
including 16 Mc/s and for the 22 Mc/s bands the channels to be vacated will
be 41-50. In my opinion the Conference intendgé that Step 1 of Annex 1 to
Resolution MAR 12 should bring the frequency usage into conformity with.the
new Appendix 15. This is supported by the wording of Resolution MAR 10,
'resolves 2' which states "that low traffic ships will discontinue the use
of frequencies above 4229 ke¢/s, 6343.5 ke/s, 8458 ke/s, 12687 ke/s, 16916 ke/s
and 22370 ke¢/s as soon as practicable and in any event not later than
1st February 1970",

It would seem that this error arises from the USA proposal
contained in Document No. 281, Annex A (page 3) and was carried into the
Final Acts of the Conference without being detected due to the great pressure
delegates were working under to complete the work within the time-scale
allowed for the Conference. I agree with the Danish Administration that
Step 1 in Annex 1 of Resolution MAR 12 requires amendment. However, the
Final Acts must be considered final when they have been approved at the
second reading in Plenary Meeting (see No. 763 of the Convention) and it would,
therefore, not be in order to amend Annex 1 of Resolution MAR 12 to bring it
into line with Appendix 15 and Resolution MAR 10. Nevertheless, as this
discrepancy will only affect Administrations who will be concerned with
clearing the channels and re-allocating them, it is mecessary that they should
be informed of this discrepancy.



I would be glad if you would therefore circulate this letter
to all Administrations so that they may take note of this discrepancy
when implementing the decisions of the Conference.

Yours faithfully,

(Sign,:) R.M. BILLINGTON
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